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Introduction to the 

Christian Standard Bible®

The Bible is God’s revelation to humanity. It is our only source for completely reliable 
information about God, what happens when we die, and where history is headed. 
The Bible does these things because it is God’s inspired Word, inerrant in the origi-
nal manuscripts. Bible translation brings God’s Word from the ancient languages 
(Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic) into today’s world. In dependence on God’s Spirit to 
accomplish this sacred task, the CSB Translation Oversight Committee and Holman 
Bible Publishers present the Christian Standard Bible.

Textual Base of the CSB

The textual base for the New Testament (NT) is the Nestle-Aland Novum Testamen-
tum Graece, 28th edition, and the United Bible Societies’ Greek New Testament, 5th 
corrected edition. The text for the Old Testament (OT) is the Biblia Hebraica Stutt-
gartensia, 5th edition. 

Goals of This Translation

• Provide English-speaking people worldwide with an accurate translation in con-
temporary English.

• Provide an accurate translation for personal study, sermon preparation, private 
devotions, and memorization.

• Provide a text that is clear and understandable, suitable for public reading, and 
shareable so that all may access its life-giving message.

• Affirm the authority of Scripture and champion its absolute truth against skepti-
cal viewpoints. 

Translation Philosophy of the Christian Standard Bible

Most discussions of Bible translations speak of two opposite approaches: formal 
equivalence and dynamic equivalence. However, Bible translations cannot be neatly 
sorted into these categories. Optimal equivalence capitalizes on the strengths of 
both approaches. 

Optimal equivalence balances contemporary English readability with linguistic 
precision to the original languages. In the many places throughout the Bible where 
a word-for-word rendering is understandable, a literal translation is used. When 
a word-for-word rendering might obscure the meaning for a modern audience, a 
more dynamic translation is used. This process assures that both the words and 
the thoughts contained in the original text are conveyed accurately for today’s 
readers. The Christian Standard Bible places equal value on fidelity to the original 
and readability for a modern audience, resulting in a translation that achieves 
both goals. 

History of the CSB

Holman Bible Publishers assembled an interdenominational team of one hundred 
scholars, editors, stylists, and proofreaders, all of whom were committed to bibli-
cal inerrancy. Working from the original languages, the translation team edited 
and polished the manuscript, which was first published as the Holman Christian 
Standard Bible in 2004.

A standing committee maintained the translation, while also seeking ways to im-
prove both readability and accuracy. As with the original translation, the committee 
that prepared this revision, renamed the Christian Standard Bible, is international 
and interdenominational, comprising evangelical scholars who honor the inspira-
tion and authority of God’s written Word.
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OLD TESTAMENT



Genesis

i n  the be gin ning  God cre at ed  the heav ens  and  the  earth.
 Now  the  earth  was form less  and emp ty, dark ness cov ered  the 

sur face  of  the wa tery  depths,  and  the Spir it  of  God  was hov er ing 
 over  the sur face  of  the wa ters.  Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  light,” 
 and  there  was  light.  God  saw  that  the  light  was  good,  and  God 
sep a rat ed  the  light  from  the dark ness.  God  called  the  light “ day,” 
 and  the dark ness  he  called “ night.”  There  was  an eve ning,  and 
 there  was  a morn ing:  one  day.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  an ex panse be tween  the wa ters, 
separating wa ter  from wa ter.”  So  God  made  the ex panse  and 
sep a rat ed  the wa ter un der  the ex panse  from  the wa ter  above 
 the ex panse.  And  it  was  so.  God  called  the ex panse “ sky.” Eve ning 
 came  and  then morn ing:  the sec ond  day.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter un der  the  sky  be gath ered  into 
 one  place,  and  let  the  dry  land ap pear.”  And  it  was  so.  God  called 
 the  dry  land “ earth,”  and  the gath er ing  of  the wa ter  he  called 
“ seas.”  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good.  Then  God  said, “ Let  the 
 earth pro duce veg e ta tion: seed-bearing  plants  and  fruit  trees  on 
 the  earth bear ing  fruit  with  seed  in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.” 
 And  it  was  so.  The  earth pro duced veg e ta tion: seed-bearing 
 plants ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  and  trees bear ing  fruit  with  seed 
 in  it ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. Eve-
ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  third  day.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  there  be  lights  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky 
 to sep a rate  the  day  from  the  night.  They  will  serve  as  signs  for 
sea sons  and  for  days  and  years.  They  will  be  lights  in  the ex panse 
 of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the  earth.”  And  it  was  so.  God  made 
 the  two  great  lights  —   the great er  light  to  rule  over  the  day  and 
 the less er  light  to  rule  over  the  night  —   as  well  as  the  stars.  God 
 placed  them  in  the ex panse  of  the  sky  to pro vide  light  on  the 
 earth,  to  rule  the  day  and  the  night,  and  to sep a rate  light  from 
dark ness.  And  God  saw  that  it  was  good. Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  fourth  day.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  the wa ter  swarm  with liv ing crea tures,  and 
 let  birds  fly  above  the  earth  across  the ex panse  of  the  sky.”  So  God 
cre at ed  the  large sea-creatures  and ev ery liv ing crea ture  that 
 moves  and  swarms  in  the wa ter, ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  He  also 
cre at ed ev ery  winged crea ture ac cord ing  to  its  kind.  And  God 
 saw  that  it  was  good.  God  blessed  them: “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply,  and 
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 fill  the wa ters  of  the  seas,  and  let  the  birds mul ti ply  on  the  earth.” 
Eve ning  came  and  then morn ing:  the  fifth  day.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  the  earth pro duce liv ing crea tures ac-
cord ing  to  their  kinds: live stock, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  the 
wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.”  And  it  was  so. 
 So  God  made  the wildlife  of  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds, 
 the live stock ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  all  the crea tures  that 
 crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds.  And  God  saw  that 
 it  was  good.

 Then  God  said, “ Let  us  make  man  in  our im age, ac cord ing  to 
 our like ness.  They  will  rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of  the 
 sky,  the live stock,  the  whole  earth,  and  the crea tures  that  crawl 
 on  the  earth.”

So God created man in his own image;
  he created him in the image of God;
  he created them male and female.
 God  blessed  them,  and  God  said  to  them, “ Be fruit ful, mul ti ply, 
 fill  the  earth,  and sub due  it.  Rule  the  fish  of  the  sea,  the  birds  of 
 the  sky,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  earth.”  God  also 
 said, “ Look,  I  have giv en  you ev ery seed-bearing  plant  on  the 
sur face  of  the en tire  earth  and ev ery  tree  whose  fruit con tains 
 seed.  This  will  be  food  for  you,  for  all  the wildlife  of  the  earth,  for 
ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  for ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the 
 earth  —  ev ery thing hav ing  the  breath  of  life  in  it  —   I  have giv en 
ev ery  green  plant  for  food.”  And  it  was  so.  God  saw  all  that  he 
 had  made,  and  it  was  very  good in deed. Eve ning  came  and  then 
morn ing:  the  sixth  day.

s o  the heav ens  and  the  earth  and ev ery thing  in  them  were 
com plet ed.  On  the sev enth  day  God  had com plet ed  his  work 

 that  he  had  done,  and  he rest ed  on  the sev enth  day  from  all  his 
 work  that  he  had  done.  God  blessed  the sev enth  day  and de clared 
 it  holy,  for  on  it  he rest ed  from  all  his  work  of cre a tion.

 These  are  the rec ords  of  the heav ens  and  the  earth, con cern-
ing  their cre a tion.  At  the  time  that  the  Lord  God  made  the  earth 
 and  the heav ens,  no  shrub  of  the  field  had  yet  grown  on  the  land, 
 and  no  plant  of  the  field  had  yet sprout ed,  for  the  Lord  God  had 
 not  made  it  rain  on  the  land,  and  there  was  no  man  to  work  the 
 ground.  But  mist  would  come  up  from  the  earth  and wa ter  all  the 
 ground.  Then  the  Lord  God  formed  the  man  out  of  the  dust  from 
 the  ground  and  breathed  the  breath  of  life  into  his nos trils,  and 
 the  man be came  a liv ing be ing.

 The  Lord  God plant ed  a gar den  in  Eden,  in  the  east,  and  there 
 he  placed  the  man  he  had  formed.  The  Lord  God  caused  to  grow 
 out  of  the  ground ev ery  tree pleas ing  in ap pear ance  and  good  for 
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 food, in clud ing  the  tree  of  life  in  the mid dle  of  the gar den,  as  well 
 as  the  tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil.

 A riv er  went  out  from  Eden  to wa ter  the gar den.  From  there 
 it di vid ed  and be came  the  source  of  four riv ers.  The  name  of  the 
 first  is Pi shon,  which  flows  through  the en tire  land  of Hav i lah, 
 where  there  is  gold.  Gold  from  that  land  is  pure; bdel li um  and 
 onyx  are  also  there.  The  name  of  the sec ond riv er  is Gi hon,  which 
 flows  through  the en tire  land  of  Cush.  The  name  of  the  third riv er 
 is Ti gris,  which  runs  east  of As syr ia.  And  the  fourth riv er  is  the 
Eu phra tes.

 The  Lord  God  took  the  man  and  placed  him  in  the gar den  of 
 Eden  to  work  it  and  watch  over  it.  And  the  Lord  God com mand-
ed  the  man, “ You  are  free  to  eat  from  any  tree  of  the gar den,  but 
 you  must  not  eat  from  the  tree  of  the knowl edge  of  good  and  evil, 
 for  on  the  day  you  eat  from  it,  you  will cer tain ly  die.”  Then  the 
 Lord  God  said, “ It  is  not  good  for  the  man  to  be  alone.  I  will  make 
 a help er cor re spond ing  to  him.”  The  Lord  God  formed  out  of  the 
 ground ev ery  wild an i mal  and ev ery  bird  of  the  sky,  and  brought 
 each  to  the  man  to  see  what  he  would  call  it.  And what ev er  the 
 man  called  a liv ing crea ture,  that  was  its  name.  The  man  gave 
 names  to  all  the live stock,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  to ev ery  wild 
an i mal;  but  for  the  man  no help er  was  found cor re spond ing  to 
 him.  So  the  Lord  God  caused  a  deep  sleep  to  come  over  the  man, 
 and  he  slept.  God  took  one  of  his  ribs  and  closed  the  flesh  at  that 
 place.  Then  the  Lord  God  made  the  rib  he  had tak en  from  the  man 
 into  a wom an  and  brought  her  to  the  man.  And  the  man  said:
  This one, at last, is bone of my bone
  and flesh of my flesh;
  this one will be called “woman,”
  for she was taken from man.

 This  is  why  a  man  leaves  his fa ther  and moth er  and  bonds  with 
 his  wife,  and  they be come  one  flesh.  Both  the  man  and  his  wife 
 were na ked,  yet  felt  no  shame.

n ow  the ser pent  was  the  most cun ning  of  all  the  wild an i mals 
 that  the  Lord  God  had  made.  He  said  to  the wom an, “ Did  God 

real ly  say, ‘ You  can’t  eat  from  any  tree  in  the gar den’? ”
 The wom an  said  to  the ser pent, “ We  may  eat  the  fruit  from  the 

 trees  in  the gar den.  But  about  the  fruit  of  the  tree  in  the mid dle  of 
 the gar den,  God  said, ‘ You  must  not  eat  it  or  touch  it,  or  you  will 
 die.’ ”

“ No!  You  will  not  die,”  the ser pent  said  to  the wom an. “ In  fact, 
 God  knows  that  when  you  eat  it  your  eyes  will  be  opened  and  you 
 will  be  like  God, know ing  good  and  evil.”  The wom an  saw  that  the 
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 tree  was  good  for  food  and de light ful  to  look  at,  and  that  it  was 
de sir able  for obtaining wis dom.  So  she  took  some  of  its  fruit  and 
 ate  it;  she  also  gave  some  to  her hus band,  who  was  with  her,  and 
 he  ate  it.  Then  the  eyes  of  both  of  them  were  opened,  and  they 
 knew  they  were na ked;  so  they  sewed  fig  leaves to geth er  and 
 made cov er ings  for them selves.

 Then  the  man  and  his  wife  heard  the  sound  of  the  Lord  God 
walk ing  in  the gar den  at  the  time  of  the eve ning  breeze,  and  they 
 hid  from  the  Lord  God  among  the  trees  of  the gar den.  So  the  Lord 
 God  called  out  to  the  man  and  said  to  him, “ Where  are  you? ”

 And  he  said, “ I  heard  you  in  the gar den,  and  I  was  afraid be-
cause  I  was na ked,  so  I  hid.”

 Then  he  asked, “ Who  told  you  that  you  were na ked?  Did  you 
 eat  from  the  tree  that  I com mand ed  you  not  to  eat  from? ”

 The  man re plied, “ The wom an  you  gave  to  be  with  me  —   she 
 gave  me  some  fruit  from  the  tree,  and  I  ate.”

 So  the  Lord  God  asked  the wom an, “ What  is  this  you  have 
 done? ”

 And  the wom an  said, “ The ser pent de ceived  me,  and  I  ate.”
 So  the  Lord  God  said  to  the ser pent:

  Because you have done this,
  you are cursed more than any livestock
  and more than any wild animal.
  You will move on your belly
  and eat dust all the days of your life.

I will put hostility between you and the woman,
  and between your offspring and her offspring.
  He will strike your head,
  and you will strike his heel.

 He  said  to  the wom an:
  I will intensify your labor pains;
  you will bear children with painful effort.
  Your desire will be for your husband,
  yet he will rule over you.

 And  he  said  to  the  man, “Be cause  you lis tened  to  your  wife  and 
 ate  from  the  tree  about  which  I com mand ed  you, ‘ Do  not  eat  from  it’:
  The ground is cursed because of you.
  You will eat from it by means of painful labor
  all the days of your life.

It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
  and you will eat the plants of the field.

You will eat bread by the sweat of your brow
  until you return to the ground,
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  since you were taken from it.
  For you are dust,
  and you will return to dust.”

 The  man  named  his  wife  Eve be cause  she  was  the moth er  of 
 all  the liv ing.  The  Lord  God  made cloth ing  from  skins  for  the  man 
 and  his  wife,  and  he  clothed  them.

 The  Lord  God  said, “ Since  the  man  has be come  like  one  of  us, 
know ing  good  and  evil,  he  must  not  reach  out,  take  from  the  tree 
 of  life,  eat,  and  live for ev er.”  So  the  Lord  God  sent  him  away  from 
 the gar den  of  Eden  to  work  the  ground  from  which  he  was tak en. 
 He  drove  the  man  out  and sta tioned  the cher u bim  and  the flam-
ing, whirl ing  sword  east  of  the gar den  of  Eden  to  guard  the  way 
 to  the  tree  of  life.

T he  man  was in ti mate  with  his  wife  Eve,  and  she con ceived 
 and  gave  birth  to  Cain.  She  said, “ I  have  had  a  male  child  with 

 the  Lord’ s  help.”  She  also  gave  birth  to  his broth er  Abel.  Now 
 Abel be came  a shep herd  of  flocks,  but  Cain  worked  the  ground. 
 In  the  course  of  time  Cain pre sent ed  some  of  the  land’s pro duce 
 as  an off er ing  to  the  Lord.  And  Abel  also pre sent ed  an off er ing  
—   some  of  the first born  of  his  flock  and  their  fat por tions.  The 
 Lord  had re gard  for  Abel  and  his off er ing,  but  he  did  not  have 
re gard  for  Cain  and  his off er ing.  Cain  was fu ri ous,  and  he  looked 
de spon dent.

 Then  the  Lord  said  to  Cain, “ Why  are  you fu ri ous?  And  why 
 do  you  look de spon dent?  If  you  do  what  is  right,  won’t  you  be ac-
cept ed?  But  if  you  do  not  do  what  is  right,  sin  is crouch ing  at  the 
 door.  Its de sire  is  for  you,  but  you  must  rule  over  it.”

 Cain  said  to  his broth er  Abel, “ Let’s  go  out  to  the  field.”  And 
 while  they  were  in  the  field,  Cain at tacked  his broth er  Abel  and 
 killed  him.

 Then  the  Lord  said  to  Cain, “ Where  is  your broth er  Abel? ”
“ I  don’t  know,”  he re plied. “ Am  I  my broth er’s guard ian? ”
 Then  he  said, “ What  have  you  done?  Your broth er’s  blood  cries 

 out  to  me  from  the  ground!  So  now  you  are  cursed, alien at ed 
 from  the  ground  that  opened  its  mouth  to re ceive  your broth er’s 
 blood  you  have  shed.  If  you  work  the  ground,  it  will nev er  again 
 give  you  its  yield.  You  will  be  a rest less wan der er  on  the  earth.”

 But  Cain an swered  the  Lord, “ My pun ish ment  is  too  great 
 to  bear!  Since  you  are banishing  me to day  from  the  face  of  the 
 earth,  and  I  must  hide  from  your pres ence  and be come  a rest less 
wan der er  on  the  earth, who ev er  finds  me  will  kill  me.”

 Then  the  Lord re plied  to  him, “ In  that  case, who ev er  kills  Cain 
 will suff er ven geance sev en  times  over.”  And  he  placed  a  mark 
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 on  Cain  so  that who ev er  found  him  would  not  kill  him.  Then  Cain 
 went  out  from  the  Lord’ s pres ence  and  lived  in  the  land  of  Nod, 
 east  of  Eden.

 Cain  was in ti mate  with  his  wife,  and  she con ceived  and  gave 
 birth  to  Enoch.  Then  Cain be came  the build er  of  a  city,  and  he 
 named  the  city  Enoch af ter  his  son.  Irad  was  born  to  Enoch,  Irad 
fa thered Me hu ja el, Me hu ja el fa thered Me thu sha el,  and Me thu-
sha el fa thered La mech. La mech  took  two  wives  for him self,  one 
 named  Adah  and  the oth er  named Zil lah.  Adah  bore Ja bal;  he  was 
 the fa ther  of  the nomadic herds men.  His broth er  was  named Ju-
bal;  he  was  the fa ther  of  all  who  play  the  lyre  and  the  flute. Zil lah 
 bore Tubal-cain,  who  made  all  kinds  of  bronze  and  iron  tools. 
Tubal-cain’s sis ter  was Na a mah.

La mech  said  to  his  wives:
  Adah and Zillah, hear my voice;
  wives of Lamech, pay attention to my words.
  For I killed a man for wounding me,
  a young man for striking me.

If Cain is to be avenged seven times over,
  then for Lamech it will be seventy-seven times!

 Adam  was in ti mate  with  his  wife  again,  and  she  gave  birth  to  a 
 son  and  named  him  Seth,  for  she  said, “ God  has giv en  me an oth er 
 child  in  place  of  Abel,  since  Cain  killed  him.”  A  son  was  born  to 
 Seth  also,  and  he  named  him  Enosh.  At  that  time peo ple be gan  to 
 call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.

T his  is  the doc u ment con tain ing  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Adam. 
 On  the  day  that  God cre at ed  man,  he  made  him  in  the like ness 

 of  God;  he cre at ed  them  male  and fe male.  When  they  were cre at-
ed,  he  blessed  them  and  called  them man kind.

 Adam  was  130  years  old  when  he fa thered  a  son  in  his like-
ness, ac cord ing  to  his im age,  and  named  him  Seth.  Adam  lived 
 800  years af ter  he fa thered  Seth,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters.  So  Adam’s  life last ed  930  years;  then  he  died.

 Seth  was  105  years  old  when  he fa thered  Enosh.  Seth  lived  807 
 years af ter  he fa thered  Enosh,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters.  So  Seth’s  life last ed  912  years;  then  he  died.

 Enosh  was  90  years  old  when  he fa thered Ke nan.  Enosh  lived 
 815  years af ter  he fa thered Ke nan,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters.  So  Enosh’s  life last ed  905  years;  then  he  died.

Ke nan  was  70  years  old  when  he fa thered Ma ha la lel. Ke nan 
 lived  840  years af ter  he fa thered Ma ha la lel,  and  he fa thered  
oth er  sons  and daugh ters.  So Ke nan’s  life last ed  910  years;  then 
 he  died.
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Ma ha la lel  was  65  years  old  when  he fa thered Ja red. Ma ha la-
lel  lived  830  years af ter  he fa thered Ja red,  and  he fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters.  So Ma ha la lel’s  life last ed  895  years;  then  he 
 died.

Ja red  was  162  years  old  when  he fa thered  Enoch. Ja red  lived 
 800  years af ter  he fa thered  Enoch,  and  he fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters.  So Ja red’s  life last ed  962  years;  then  he  died.

 Enoch  was  65  years  old  when  he fa thered Me thu se lah.  And 
af ter  he fa thered Me thu se lah,  Enoch  walked  with  God  300  years 
 and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters.  So  Enoch’s  life last ed  365 
 years.  Enoch  walked  with  God;  then  he  was  not  there be cause 
 God  took  him.

Me thu se lah  was  187  years  old  when  he fa thered La mech. 
Me thu se lah  lived  782  years af ter  he fa thered La mech,  and  he fa-
thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters.  So Me thu se lah’s  life last ed  969 
 years;  then  he  died.

La mech  was  182  years  old  when  he fa thered  a  son.  And  he 
 named  him  Noah, say ing, “ This  one  will  bring  us re lief  from  the 
ag o niz ing la bor  of  our  hands,  caused  by  the  ground  the  Lord  has 
 cursed.” La mech  lived  595  years af ter  he fa thered  Noah,  and  he 
fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters.  So La mech’s  life last ed  777 
 years;  then  he  died.

 Noah  was  500  years  old,  and  he fa thered  Shem,  Ham,  and 
 Ja pheth.

W hen man kind be gan  to mul ti ply  on  the  earth  and daugh-
ters  were  born  to  them,  the  sons  of  God  saw  that  the 

daugh ters  of man kind  were beau ti ful,  and  they  took  any  they 
 chose  as  wives  for them selves.  And  the  Lord  said, “ My Spir it  will 
 not re main  with man kind for ev er, be cause  they  are cor rupt. 
 Their  days  will  be  120  years.”  The Neph i lim  were  on  the  earth 
 both  in  those  days  and af ter ward,  when  the  sons  of  God  came  to 
 the daugh ters  of man kind,  who  bore chil dren  to  them.  They  were 
 the pow er ful  men  of  old,  the fa mous  men.

 When  the  Lord  saw  that hu man wick ed ness  was wide spread 
 on  the  earth  and  that ev ery in cli na tion  of  the hu man  mind  was 
noth ing  but  evil  all  the  time,  the  Lord regretted  that  he  had  made 
 man  on  the  earth,  and  he  was deep ly  grieved.  Then  the  Lord  said, 
“ I  will  wipe man kind,  whom  I cre at ed,  off  the  face  of  the  earth, 
to geth er  with  the an i mals, crea tures  that  crawl,  and  birds  of  the 
 sky  —   for  I re gret  that  I  made  them.”  Noah, how ev er,  found fa vor 
 with  the  Lord.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Noah.  Noah  was  a righ teous 
 man, blame less  among  his contemporaries;  Noah  walked  with 
 God.  And  Noah fa thered  three  sons:  Shem,  Ham,  and Ja pheth.
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 Now  the  earth  was cor rupt  in  God’s  sight,  and  the  earth  was 
 filled  with wick ed ness.  God  saw  how cor rupt  the  earth  was,  for 
ev ery crea ture  had cor rupt ed  its  way  on  the  earth.  Then  God  said 
 to  Noah, “ I  have de cid ed  to  put  an  end  to ev ery crea ture,  for  the 
 earth  is  filled  with wick ed ness be cause  of  them; there fore  I  am 
go ing  to de stroy  them  along  with  the  earth.

“ Make your self  an  ark  of gopher  wood.  Make  rooms  in  the 
 ark,  and cov er  it  with  pitch in side  and out side.  This  is  how  you 
 are  to  make  it:  The  ark  will  be  450  feet  long,  75  feet  wide,  and  45 
 feet  high.  You  are  to  make  a  roof, fin ish ing  the  sides  of  the  ark  to 
with in eigh teen inch es  of  the  roof.  You  are  to  put  a  door  in  the 
 side  of  the  ark.  Make  it  with low er, mid dle,  and up per  decks.

“Un der stand  that  I  am bring ing  a  flood  —  flood wa ters  on  the 
 earth  to de stroy ev ery crea ture un der heav en  with  the  breath  of 
 life  in  it. Ev ery thing  on  earth  will per ish.  But  I  will es tab lish  my 
cov enant  with  you,  and  you  will en ter  the  ark  with  your  sons, 
 your  wife,  and  your  sons’  wives.  You  are  also  to  bring  into  the 
 ark  two  of  all  the liv ing crea tures,  male  and fe male,  to  keep  them 
 alive  with  you.  Two  of ev ery thing  —   from  the  birds ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  from  the live stock ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  and  from 
 the an i mals  that  crawl  on  the  ground ac cord ing  to  their  kinds  
—   will  come  to  you  so  that  you  can  keep  them  alive.  Take  with 
 you ev ery  kind  of  food  that  is eat en; gath er  it  as  food  for  you  and 
 for  them.”  And  Noah  did  this.  He  did ev ery thing  that  God  had 
com mand ed  him.

T hen  the  Lord  said  to  Noah, “En ter  the  ark,  you  and  all  your 
house hold,  for  I  have  seen  that  you  alone  are righ teous 

be fore  me  in  this gen er a tion.  You  are  to  take  with  you sev en 
 pairs,  a  male  and  its fe male,  of  all  the  clean an i mals,  and  two  of 
 the an i mals  that  are  not  clean,  a  male  and  its fe male,  and sev en 
 pairs,  male  and fe male,  of  the  birds  of  the  sky  —   in or der  to  keep 
off spring  alive through out  the  earth. Sev en  days  from  now  I  will 
 make  it  rain  on  the  earth for ty  days  and for ty  nights,  and ev ery 
liv ing  thing  I  have  made  I  will  wipe  off  the  face  of  the  earth.”  And 
 Noah  did ev ery thing  that  the  Lord com mand ed  him.

 Noah  was  six hun dred  years  old  when  the  flood  came  and 
wa ter cov ered  the  earth.  So  Noah,  his  sons,  his  wife,  and  his  sons’ 
 wives en tered  the  ark be cause  of  the flood wa ters.  From  the  clean 
an i mals, un clean an i mals,  birds,  and ev ery crea ture  that crawls 
 on  the  ground,  two  of  each,  male  and fe male,  came  to  Noah  and 
en tered  the  ark,  just  as  God  had com mand ed  him. Sev en  days lat-
er  the flood wa ters  came  on  the  earth.

 In  the  six hun dredth  year  of  Noah’s  life,  in  the sec ond  month, 
 on  the sev en teenth  day  of  the  month,  on  that  day  all  the  sources 
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 of  the  vast wa tery  depths  burst  open,  the flood gates  of  the  sky 
 were  opened,  and  the  rain  fell  on  the  earth for ty  days  and for ty 
 nights.  On  that  same  day  Noah  along  with  his  sons  Shem,  Ham, 
 and Ja pheth,  Noah’s  wife,  and  his  three  sons’  wives en tered  the 
 ark  with  him.  They en tered  it  with  all  the wildlife ac cord ing  to 
 their  kinds,  all live stock ac cord ing  to  their  kinds,  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl  on  the  earth ac cord ing  to  their  kinds, ev ery fly ing 
crea ture  —   all  the  birds  and ev ery  winged crea ture  —  ac cord ing 
 to  their  kinds.  Two  of ev ery crea ture  that  has  the  breath  of  life 
 in  it  came  to  Noah  and en tered  the  ark.  Those  that en tered,  male 
 and fe male  of ev ery crea ture, en tered  just  as  God  had com mand-
ed  him.  Then  the  Lord  shut  him  in.

 The  flood con tin ued  for for ty  days  on  the  earth;  the wa ter 
in creased  and lift ed  up  the  ark  so  that  it  rose  above  the  earth. 
 The wa ter  surged  and in creased great ly  on  the  earth,  and  the 
 ark float ed  on  the sur face  of  the wa ter.  Then  the wa ter  surged 
 even high er  on  the  earth,  and  all  the  high moun tains un der  the 
 whole  sky  were cov ered.  The moun tains  were cov ered  as  the 
wa ter  surged  above  them  more  than twen ty  feet. Ev ery crea-
ture per ished  —   those  that  crawl  on  the  earth,  birds, live stock, 
wildlife,  and  those  that  swarm  on  the  earth,  as  well  as  all man-
kind. Ev ery thing  with  the  breath  of  the spir it  of  life  in  its nos trils  
—  ev ery thing  on  dry  land  died.  He  wiped  out ev ery liv ing  thing 
 that  was  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  from man kind  to live stock,  to 
crea tures  that  crawl,  to  the  birds  of  the  sky,  and  they  were  wiped 
 off  the  earth.  Only  Noah  was  left,  and  those  that  were  with  him  in 
 the  ark.  And  the wa ter  surged  on  the  earth  150  days.

G od re mem bered  Noah,  as  well  as  all  the wildlife  and  all  the 
live stock  that  were  with  him  in  the  ark.  God  caused  a  wind 

 to  pass  over  the  earth,  and  the wa ter be gan  to sub side.  The 
 sources  of  the wa tery  depths  and  the flood gates  of  the  sky  were 
 closed,  and  the  rain  from  the  sky  stopped.  The wa ter steadi ly 
re ced ed  from  the  earth,  and  by  the  end  of  150  days  the wa ter 
 had de creased significantly.  The  ark  came  to  rest  in  the sev enth 
 month,  on  the sev en teenth  day  of  the  month,  on  the moun tains 
 of Ar a rat.

 The wa ter con tin ued  to re cede un til  the  tenth  month;  in  the 
 tenth  month,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month,  the  tops  of  the moun-
tains  were vis i ble. Af ter for ty  days  Noah  opened  the win dow  of 
 the  ark  that  he  had  made,  and  he  sent  out  a ra ven.  It  went  back 
 and  forth un til  the wa ter  had  dried  up  from  the  earth.  Then  he 
 sent  out  a  dove  to  see wheth er  the wa ter  on  the  earth’s sur face 
 had  gone  down,  but  the  dove  found  no rest ing  place  for  its  foot. 
 It re turned  to  him  in  the  ark be cause wa ter cov ered  the sur face 
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 of  the  whole  earth.  He  reached  out  and  brought  it  into  the  ark  to 
him self.  So  Noah wait ed sev en  more  days  and  sent  out  the  dove 
 from  the  ark  again.  When  the  dove  came  to  him  at eve ning,  there 
 was  a  plucked ol ive  leaf  in  its  beak.  So  Noah  knew  that  the wa ter 
 on  the  earth’s sur face  had  gone  down. Af ter  he  had wait ed an-
oth er sev en  days,  he  sent  out  the  dove,  but  it  did  not re turn  to  him 
 again.  In  the  six hun dred  and  first  year,  in  the  first  month,  on  the 
 first  day  of  the  month,  the wa ter  that  had cov ered  the  earth  was 
 dried  up.  Then  Noah re moved  the ark’s cov er  and  saw  that  the 
sur face  of  the  ground  was dry ing.  By  the twenty-seventh  day  of 
 the sec ond  month,  the  earth  was  dry.

 Then  God  spoke  to  Noah, “ Come  out  of  the  ark,  you,  your  wife, 
 your  sons,  and  your  sons’  wives  with  you.  Bring  out  all  the liv ing 
crea tures  that  are  with  you  —   birds, live stock,  those  that  crawl 
 on  the  earth  —   and  they  will  spread  over  the  earth  and  be fruit ful 
 and mul ti ply  on  the  earth.”  So  Noah,  along  with  his  sons,  his  wife, 
 and  his  sons’  wives,  came  out.  All  the an i mals,  all  the crea tures 
 that  crawl,  and  all  the fly ing crea tures  —  ev ery thing  that  moves 
 on  the  earth  —   came  out  of  the  ark  by  their fam i lies.

 Then  Noah  built  an al tar  to  the  Lord.  He  took  some  of ev ery 
 kind  of  clean an i mal  and ev ery  kind  of  clean  bird  and off ered 
 burnt off er ings  on  the al tar.  When  the  Lord  smelled  the pleas ing 
aro ma,  he  said  to him self, “ I  will nev er  again  curse  the  ground 
be cause  of hu man be ings,  even  though  the in cli na tion  of  the 
hu man  heart  is  evil  from  youth onward.  And  I  will nev er  again 
 strike  down ev ery liv ing  thing  as  I  have  done.

As long as the earth endures,
  seedtime and harvest, cold and heat,
  summer and winter, and day and night
  will not cease.”

G od  blessed  Noah  and  his  sons  and  said  to  them, “ Be fruit ful 
 and mul ti ply  and  fill  the  earth.  The  fear  and ter ror  of  you 

 will  be  in ev ery liv ing crea ture  on  the  earth, ev ery  bird  of  the 
 sky, ev ery crea ture  that crawls  on  the  ground,  and  all  the  fish  of 
 the  sea.  They  are  placed un der  your au thor i ty. Ev ery crea ture 
 that  lives  and  moves  will  be  food  for  you;  as  I  gave  the  green 
 plants,  I  have giv en  you ev ery thing. How ev er,  you  must  not 
 eat  meat  with  its life blood  in  it.  And  I  will re quire  a pen al ty  for 
 your life blood;  I  will re quire  it  from  any an i mal  and  from  any 
hu man;  if some one mur ders  a fel low hu man,  I  will re quire  that 
per son’s  life.

Whoever sheds human blood,
  by humans his blood will be shed,
  for God made humans in his image.
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 But  you,  be fruit ful  and mul ti ply;  spread  out  over  the  earth  and 
mul ti ply  on  it.”

 Then  God  said  to  Noah  and  his  sons  with  him, “Un der stand 
 that  I  am es tab lish ing  my cov enant  with  you  and  your de scen-
dants af ter  you,  and  with ev ery liv ing crea ture  that  is  with  you  
—   birds, live stock,  and  all wildlife  of  the  earth  that  are  with  you  
—   all  the an i mals  of  the  earth  that  came  out  of  the  ark.  I es tab-
lish  my cov enant  with  you  that nev er  again  will ev ery crea ture 
 be  wiped  out  by flood wa ters;  there  will nev er  again  be  a  flood  to 
de stroy  the  earth.”

 And  God  said, “ This  is  the  sign  of  the cov enant  I  am mak ing be-
tween  me  and  you  and ev ery liv ing crea ture  with  you,  a cov enant 
 for  all fu ture gen er a tions:  I  have  placed  my  bow  in  the  clouds,  and 
 it  will  be  a  sign  of  the cov enant be tween  me  and  the  earth. When-
ev er  I  form  clouds  over  the  earth  and  the  bow ap pears  in  the 
 clouds,  I  will re mem ber  my cov enant be tween  me  and  you  and 
 all  the liv ing crea tures: wa ter  will nev er  again be come  a  flood  to 
de stroy ev ery crea ture.  The  bow  will  be  in  the  clouds,  and  I  will 
 look  at  it  and re mem ber  the per ma nent cov enant be tween  God 
 and  all  the liv ing crea tures  on  earth.”  God  said  to  Noah, “ This  is 
 the  sign  of  the cov enant  that  I  have es tab lished be tween  me  and 
ev ery crea ture  on  earth.”

 Noah’s  sons  who  came  out  of  the  ark  were  Shem,  Ham,  and 
Ja pheth.  Ham  was  the fa ther  of Ca naan.  These  three  were  Noah’s 
 sons,  and  from  them  the  whole  earth  was populated.

 Noah,  as  a  man  of  the  soil, be gan  by plant ing  a vine yard.  He 
 drank  some  of  the  wine, be came  drunk,  and un cov ered him self 
in side  his  tent.  Ham,  the fa ther  of Ca naan,  saw  his fa ther na ked 
 and  told  his  two broth ers out side.  Then  Shem  and Ja pheth  took  a 
 cloak  and  placed  it  over  both  their shoul ders,  and walk ing back-
ward,  they cov ered  their fa ther’s na ked ness.  Their fac es  were 
 turned  away,  and  they  did  not  see  their fa ther na ked.

 When  Noah  awoke  from  his drink ing  and  learned  what  his 
youn gest  son  had  done  to  him,  he  said:
  Canaan is cursed.
  He will be the lowest of slaves to his brothers.
 He  also  said:
  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem;
  Let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

Let God extend Japheth;
  let Japheth dwell in the tents of Shem;
  let Canaan be Shem’s slave.

 Now  Noah  lived  350  years af ter  the  flood.  So  Noah’s  life last ed 
 950  years;  then  he  died.
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T hese  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Noah’s  sons,  Shem,  Ham,  and 
Ja pheth.  They  also  had  sons af ter  the  flood.

Ja pheth’s  sons: Go mer, Ma gog, Mad ai, Ja van, Tu bal, Me shech, 
 and Ti ras. Go mer’s  sons: Ash ke naz, Ri phath,  and To gar mah.  And 
Ja van’s  sons: Eli shah, Tar shish, Kit tim,  and Dodanim.  From  these 
de scen dants,  the peo ples  of  the  coasts  and is lands  spread  out 
 into  their  lands ac cord ing  to  their  clans  in  their na tions,  each 
 with  its  own lan guage.

Ham’s  sons:  Cush, Miz ra im,  Put,  and Ca naan.  Cush’s  sons:  Seba, 
Hav i lah, Sab tah, Ra a mah,  and Sab te ca.  And Ra a mah’s  sons: She ba 
 and De dan.

 Cush fa thered Nim rod,  who be gan  to  be pow er ful  in  the  land. 
 He  was  a pow er ful hunt er  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.  That  is  why  it 
 is  said, “ Like Nim rod,  a pow er ful hunt er  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord.” 
 His king dom start ed  with Bab ylon,  Erech, Ac cad,  and Cal neh,  in 
 the  land  of Shi nar.  From  that  land  he  went  to As syr ia  and  built 
Nin e veh, Re ho both-ir, Ca lah,  and Re sen, be tween Nin e veh  and 
 the  great  city Ca lah.

Miz ra im fa thered  the peo ple  of  Lud,  Anam, Lehab, Naphtuh, 
Pathrus, Casluh ( the Phi lis tines  came  from  them),  and Caph tor.

Ca naan fa thered Si don  his first born  and  Heth,  as  well  as  
 the Jeb u sites,  the Am o rites,  the Gir ga shites,  the Hi vites,  the 
 Ar kites,  the Si nites,  the Ar vad ites,  the Zem a rites,  and  the 
Ha math ites. Af ter ward  the Ca naan ite  clans scat tered.  The Ca-
naan ite bor der  went  from Si don go ing to ward Ge rar  as  far  as 
 Gaza,  and go ing to ward Sod om, Go mor rah, Ad mah,  and Ze boi-
im  as  far  as La sha.

 These  are Ham’s  sons  by  their  clans, ac cord ing  to  their lan-
guages,  in  their  lands  and  their na tions.

 And  Shem, Ja pheth’s old er broth er,  also  had  sons.  Shem  was 
 the fa ther  of  all  the  sons  of  Eber.  Shem’s  sons  were  Elam, As shur, 
Ar pach shad,  Lud,  and  Aram.

 Aram’s  sons:  Uz,  Hul, Ge ther,  and  Mash.
Ar pach shad fa thered She lah,  and She lah fa thered  Eber.  Eber 

 had  two  sons.  One  was  named Pe leg,  for dur ing  his  days  the  earth 
 was di vid ed;  his broth er  was  named Jok tan.  And Jok tan fa thered 
Al mo dad, She leph, Ha zar ma veth, Je rah, Ha do ram,  Uzal, Dik lah, 
 Obal, Abim a el, She ba,  Ophir, Hav i lah,  and Jo bab.  All  these  were 
Jok tan’s  sons.  Their set tle ments ex tend ed  from Me sha  to Se phar, 
 the east ern  hill coun try.

 These  are  Shem’s  sons  by  their  clans, ac cord ing  to  their lan-
guages,  in  their  lands  and  their na tions.

 These  are  the  clans  of  Noah’s  sons, ac cord ing  to  their fam i ly 
rec ords,  in  their na tions.  The na tions  on  earth  spread  out  from 
 these af ter  the  flood.
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T he  whole  earth  had  the  same lan guage  and vo cab u lary.  As 
peo ple migrated  from  the  east,  they  found  a val ley  in  the  land 

 of Shi nar  and set tled  there.  They  said  to  each oth er, “ Come,  let  us 
 make oven-fired  bricks.” ( They  used  brick  for  stone  and asphalt 
 for mor tar.)  And  they  said, “ Come,  let  us  build our selves  a  city  and 
 a tow er  with  its  top  in  the  sky.  Let  us  make  a  name  for our selves; 
oth er wise,  we  will  be scat tered through out  the  earth.”

 Then  the  Lord  came  down  to  look  over  the  city  and  the tow er 
 that  the humans  were build ing.  The  Lord  said, “ If  they  have be-
gun  to  do  this  as  one peo ple  all hav ing  the  same lan guage,  then 
noth ing  they  plan  to  do  will  be im pos si ble  for  them.  Come,  let’s 
 go  down  there  and con fuse  their lan guage  so  that  they  will  not 
un der stand  one an oth er’s  speech.”  So  from  there  the  Lord scat-
tered  them through out  the  earth,  and  they  stopped build ing  the 
 city. There fore  it  is  called Bab ylon,  for  there  the  Lord con fused 
 the lan guage  of  the  whole  earth,  and  from  there  the  Lord scat-
tered  them through out  the  earth.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Shem.  Shem  lived  100  years  and 
fa thered Ar pach shad  two  years af ter  the  flood. Af ter  he fa thered 
Ar pach shad,  Shem  lived  500  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. Ar pach shad  lived  35  years  and fa thered She lah. Af ter 
 he fa thered She lah, Ar pach shad  lived  403  years  and fa thered oth er 
 sons  and daugh ters. She lah  lived  30  years  and fa thered  Eber. Af ter 
 he fa thered  Eber, She lah  lived  403  years  and fa thered oth er  sons 
 and daugh ters.  Eber  lived  34  years  and fa thered Pe leg. Af ter  he 
fa thered Pe leg,  Eber  lived  430  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and 
daugh ters. Pe leg  lived  30  years  and fa thered  Reu. Af ter  he fa thered 
 Reu, Pe leg  lived  209  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. 
 Reu  lived  32  years  and fa thered Se rug. Af ter  he fa thered Se rug,  Reu 
 lived  207  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. Se rug  lived 
 30  years  and fa thered Na hor. Af ter  he fa thered Na hor, Se rug  lived 
 200  years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. Na hor  lived  29 
 years  and fa thered Te rah. Af ter  he fa thered Te rah, Na hor  lived  119 
 years  and fa thered oth er  sons  and daugh ters. Te rah  lived  70  years 
 and fa thered  Abram, Na hor,  and Ha ran.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of Te rah. Te rah fa thered  Abram, 
Na hor,  and Ha ran,  and Ha ran fa thered  Lot. Ha ran  died  in  his 
na tive  land,  in  Ur  of  the Chal de ans, dur ing  his fa ther Te rah’s 
life time.  Abram  and Na hor  took  wives:  Abram’s  wife  was  named 
Sa rai,  and Na hor’s  wife  was  named Mil cah.  She  was  the daugh ter 
 of Ha ran,  the fa ther  of  both Mil cah  and Is cah. Sa rai  was un able  to 
con ceive;  she  did  not  have  a  child.

Te rah  took  his  son  Abram,  his grand son  Lot (Ha ran’s  son),  and 
 his daughter-in-law Sa rai,  his  son  Abram’s  wife,  and  they  set  out 
to geth er  from  Ur  of  the Chal de ans  to  go  to  the  land  of Ca naan. 
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 But  when  they  came  to Ha ran,  they set tled  there. Te rah  lived  205 
 years  and  died  in Ha ran.

T he  Lord  said  to  Abram:
Go out from your land,

  your relatives,
  and your father’s house
  to the land that I will show you.

I will make you into a great nation,
  I will bless you,
  I will make your name great,
  and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,
  I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt,
  and all the peoples on earth
  will be blessed through you.

 So  Abram  went,  as  the  Lord  had  told  him,  and  Lot  went  with 
 him.  Abram  was seventy-five  years  old  when  he  left Ha ran.  He 
 took  his  wife Sa rai,  his neph ew  Lot,  all  the pos ses sions  they  had 
ac cu mu lat ed,  and  the peo ple  they  had ac quired  in Ha ran,  and 
 they  set  out  for  the  land  of Ca naan.  When  they  came  to  the  land  of 
Ca naan,  Abram  passed  through  the  land  to  the  site  of She chem,  at 
 the  oak  of Mo reh. ( At  that  time  the Ca naan ites  were  in  the  land.) 
 The  Lord ap peared  to  Abram  and  said, “ To  your off spring  I  will 
 give  this  land.”  So  he  built  an al tar  there  to  the  Lord  who  had ap-
peared  to  him.  From  there  he  moved  on  to  the  hill coun try  east  of 
Beth el  and  pitched  his  tent,  with Beth el  on  the  west  and  Ai  on  the 
 east.  He  built  an al tar  to  the  Lord  there,  and  he  called  on  the  name 
 of  the  Lord.  Then  Abram jour neyed  by  stages  to  the Ne gev.

 There  was  a fam ine  in  the  land,  so  Abram  went  down  to  Egypt 
 to  stay  there  for  a  while be cause  the fam ine  in  the  land  was 
se vere.  When  he  was  about  to en ter  Egypt,  he  said  to  his  wife 
Sa rai, “ Look,  I  know  what  a beau ti ful wom an  you  are.  When  the 
Egyp tians  see  you,  they  will  say, ‘ This  is  his  wife.’  They  will  kill  me 
 but  let  you  live.  Please  say  you’re  my sis ter  so  it  will  go  well  for  me 
be cause  of  you,  and  my  life  will  be  spared  on  your ac count.”  When 
 Abram en tered  Egypt,  the Egyp tians  saw  that  the wom an  was 
 very beau ti ful. Pha raoh’s off i cials  saw  her  and  praised  her  to Pha-
raoh,  so  the wom an  was tak en  to Pha raoh’s house hold.  He treat ed 
 Abram  well be cause  of  her,  and  Abram ac quired  flocks  and  herds, 
 male  and fe male don keys,  male  and fe male  slaves,  and cam els.

 But  the  Lord  struck Pha raoh  and  his house hold  with se vere 
 plagues be cause  of  Abram’s  wife Sa rai.  So Pha raoh  sent  for 
 Abram  and  said, “ What  have  you  done  to  me?  Why  didn’t  you  tell 
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 me  she  was  your  wife?  Why  did  you  say, ‘ She’s  my sis ter,’  so  that 
 I  took  her  as  my  wife?  Now,  here  is  your  wife.  Take  her  and  go! ” 
 Then Pha raoh  gave  his  men or ders  about  him,  and  they  sent  him 
 away  with  his  wife  and  all  he  had.

A bram  went  up  from  Egypt  to  the Ne gev  —   he,  his  wife, 
 and  all  he  had,  and  Lot  with  him.  Abram  was  very  rich  in 

live stock, sil ver,  and  gold.  He  went  by  stages  from  the Ne gev  to 
Beth el,  to  the  place be tween Beth el  and  Ai  where  his  tent  had for-
mer ly  been,  to  the  site  where  he  had  built  the al tar.  And  Abram 
 called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  there.

 Now  Lot,  who  was trav el ing  with  Abram,  also  had  flocks,  herds, 
 and  tents.  But  the  land  was un able  to sup port  them  as  long  as  they 
 stayed to geth er,  for  they  had  so  many pos ses sions  that  they  could 
 not  stay to geth er,  and  there  was quar rel ing be tween  the herds-
men  of  Abram’s live stock  and  the herds men  of  Lot’s live stock. ( At 
 that  time  the Ca naan ites  and  the Per iz zites  were liv ing  in  the  land.)

 So  Abram  said  to  Lot, “ Please,  let’s  not  have quar rel ing be-
tween  you  and  me,  or be tween  your herds men  and  my herds-
men,  since  we  are rel a tives.  Isn’t  the  whole  land be fore  you? 
Sep a rate  from  me:  if  you  go  to  the  left,  I  will  go  to  the  right;  if  you 
 go  to  the  right,  I  will  go  to  the  left.”

 Lot  looked  out  and  saw  that  the en tire  plain  of  the Jor dan  as 
 far  as  Zoar  was  well wa tered ev ery where  like  the  Lord’ s gar den 
 and  the  land  of  Egypt. ( This  was be fore  the  Lord de stroyed Sod-
om  and Go mor rah.)  So  Lot  chose  the en tire  plain  of  the Jor dan  for 
him self.  Then  Lot jour neyed east ward,  and  they sep a rat ed  from 
 each oth er.  Abram  lived  in  the  land  of Ca naan,  but  Lot  lived  in  the 
cit ies  on  the  plain  and  set  up  his  tent  near Sod om. ( Now  the  men 
 of Sod om  were  evil, sin ning immensely  against  the  Lord.)

Af ter  Lot  had sep a rat ed  from  him,  the  Lord  said  to  Abram, 
“ Look  from  the  place  where  you  are.  Look  north  and  south,  east 
 and  west,  for  I  will  give  you  and  your off spring for ev er  all  the 
 land  that  you  see.  I  will  make  your off spring  like  the  dust  of  the 
 earth,  so  that  if any one  could  count  the  dust  of  the  earth,  then 
 your off spring  could  be count ed.  Get  up  and  walk  around  the 
 land,  through  its  length  and  width,  for  I  will  give  it  to  you.”

 So  Abram  moved  his  tent  and  went  to  live  near  the  oaks  of 
Mam re  at He bron,  where  he  built  an al tar  to  the  Lord.

i n  those  days  King Am ra phel  of Shi nar,  King Ar i och  of El la sar, 
 King Ched or la o mer  of  Elam,  and  King Ti dal  of Goi im  waged 

 war  against  King  Bera  of Sod om,  King Bir sha  of Go mor rah,  King 
Shi nab  of Ad mah,  and  King Shem e ber  of Ze boi im,  as  well  as  the 
 king  of  Bela ( that  is,  Zoar).  All  of  these  came  as al lies  to  the Sid dim 

13

14

15Genesis 12-14



Val ley ( that  is,  the  Dead  Sea).  They  were sub ject  to Ched or la o mer 
 for  twelve  years,  but  in  the thir teenth  year  they re belled.  In  the 
four teenth  year Ched or la o mer  and  the  kings  who  were  with 
 him  came  and de feat ed  the Reph a im  in Ash te roth-kar na im,  the 
Zuzim  in  Ham,  the  Emim  in Shaveh-kiriathaim,  and  the Ho rites  in 
 the moun tains  of  Seir,  as  far  as El-paran  by  the wil der ness.  Then 
 they  came  back  to in vade En-mish pat ( that  is, Ka desh),  and  they 
de feat ed  the  whole ter ri to ry  of  the Am a lek ites,  as  well  as  the Am-
o rites  who  lived  in Hazazon-tamar.

 Then  the  king  of Sod om,  the  king  of Go mor rah,  the  king  of 
Ad mah,  the  king  of Ze boi im,  and  the  king  of  Bela ( that  is,  Zoar) 
 went  out  and  lined  up  for bat tle  in  the Sid dim Val ley  against  King 
Ched or la o mer  of  Elam,  King Ti dal  of Goi im,  King Am ra phel  of 
Shi nar,  and  King Ar i och  of El la sar  —   four  kings  against  five.  Now 
 the Sid dim Val ley con tained  many asphalt  pits,  and  as  the  kings 
 of Sod om  and Go mor rah  fled,  some  fell  into  them,  but  the  rest 
 fled  to  the moun tains.  The  four  kings  took  all  the  goods  of Sod om 
 and Go mor rah  and  all  their  food  and  went  on.  They  also  took 
 Abram’s neph ew  Lot  and  his pos ses sions,  for  he  was liv ing  in 
Sod om,  and  they  went  on.

 One  of  the sur vi vors  came  and  told  Abram  the He brew,  who 
 lived  near  the  oaks be long ing  to Mam re  the Am o rite,  the broth er 
 of Esh col  and  the broth er  of  Aner.  They  were  bound  by  a trea-
ty  with  Abram.  When  Abram  heard  that  his rel a tive  had  been 
tak en pris on er,  he as sem bled  his  318  trained  men,  born  in  his 
house hold,  and  they  went  in pur suit  as  far  as  Dan.  And  he  and 
 his ser vants de ployed  against  them  by  night, de feat ed  them, 
 and pur sued  them  as  far  as Ho bah  to  the  north  of Da mas cus.  He 
 brought  back  all  the  goods  and  also  his rel a tive  Lot  and  his  goods, 
 as  well  as  the wom en  and  the oth er peo ple.

Af ter  Abram re turned  from de feat ing Ched or la o mer  and  the 
 kings  who  were  with  him,  the  king  of Sod om  went  out  to  meet 
 him  in  the Sha veh Val ley ( that  is,  the  King’s Val ley). Mel chiz e dek, 
 king  of Sa lem,  brought  out  bread  and  wine;  he  was  a  priest  to 
 God  Most  High.  He  blessed  him  and  said:
  Abram is blessed by God Most High,
  Creator of heaven and earth,

and blessed be God Most High
  who has handed over your enemies to you.
 And  Abram  gave  him  a  tenth  of ev ery thing.

 Then  the  king  of Sod om  said  to  Abram, “ Give  me  the peo ple, 
 but  take  the pos ses sions  for your self.”

 But  Abram  said  to  the  king  of Sod om, “ I  have  raised  my  hand 
 in  an  oath  to  the  Lord,  God  Most  High, Cre a tor  of heav en  and 
 earth,  that  I  will  not  take  a  thread  or san dal  strap  or any thing  that 
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be longs  to  you,  so  you  can nev er  say, ‘ I  made  Abram  rich.’  I  will 
 take noth ing ex cept  what  the ser vants  have eat en.  But  as  for  the 
 share  of  the  men  who  came  with  me  —   Aner, Esh col,  and Mam re  
—   they  can  take  their  share.”

A f ter  these  events,  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  Abram   
in  a vi sion:

  Do not be afraid, Abram.
  I am your shield;
  your reward will be very great.

 But  Abram  said, “ Lord  G od,  what  can  you  give  me,  since  I 
 am child less  and  the  heir  of  my  house  is El i e zer  of Da mas cus? ” 
 Abram con tin ued, “ Look,  you  have giv en  me  no off spring,  so  a 
 slave  born  in  my  house  will  be  my  heir.”

 Now  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  him: “ This  one  will  not  be 
 your  heir; in stead,  one  who  comes  from  your  own  body  will  be 
 your  heir.”  He  took  him out side  and  said, “ Look  at  the  sky  and 
 count  the  stars,  if  you  are  able  to  count  them.”  Then  he  said  to 
 him, “ Your off spring  will  be  that nu mer ous.”

 Abram be lieved  the  Lord,  and  he cred it ed  it  to  him  as righ-
teous ness.

 He  also  said  to  him, “ I  am  the  Lord  who  brought  you  from  Ur 
 of  the Chal de ans  to  give  you  this  land  to pos sess.”

 But  he  said, “ Lord  G od,  how  can  I  know  that  I  will pos sess  it? ”
 He  said  to  him, “ Bring  me  a three-year-old  cow,  a three-year-

old fe male  goat,  a three-year-old  ram,  a turtledove,  and  a  young 
pi geon.”

 So  he  brought  all  these  to  him,  cut  them  in  half,  and  laid  the 
 pieces op po site  each oth er,  but  he  did  not  cut  the  birds  in  half. 
 Birds  of  prey  came  down  on  the car cass es,  but  Abram  drove  them 
 away.  As  the  sun  was set ting,  a  deep  sleep  came  over  Abram,  and 
sud den ly  great ter ror  and dark ness de scend ed  on  him.

 Then  the  Lord  said  to  Abram, “ Know  this  for cer tain:  Your 
off spring  will  be res i dent  aliens  for  four hun dred  years  in  a  land 
 that  does  not be long  to  them  and  will  be en slaved  and op pressed. 
How ev er,  I  will  judge  the na tion  they  serve,  and af ter ward  they 
 will  go  out  with  many pos ses sions.  But  you  will  go  to  your fa thers 
 in  peace  and  be bur ied  at  a  good  old  age.  In  the  fourth gen er a tion 
 they  will re turn  here,  for  the in iq ui ty  of  the Am o rites  has  not  yet 
 reached  its  full mea sure.”

 When  the  sun  had  set  and  it  was  dark,  a smok ing  fire  pot  and  a 
flam ing  torch ap peared  and  passed be tween  the di vid ed an i mals. 
 On  that  day  the  Lord  made  a cov enant  with  Abram, say ing, “ I  give 
 this  land  to  your off spring,  from  the  Brook  of  Egypt  to  the  great 
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riv er,  the Eu phra tes Riv er:  the  land  of  the Ke nites, Ken iz zites, 
Kad mon ites, Heth ites, Per iz zites, Reph a im, Am o rites, Ca naan ites, 
Gir ga shites,  and Jeb u sites.”

A bram’s  wife Sa rai  had  not  borne  any chil dren  for  him,  but 
 she  owned  an Egyp tian  slave  named Ha gar. Sa rai  said  to 

 Abram, “ Since  the  Lord  has pre vent ed  me  from bear ing chil dren, 
 go  to  my  slave; per haps  through  her  I  can  build  a fam i ly.”  And 
 Abram  agreed  to  what Sa rai  said.  So  Abram’s  wife Sa rai  took Ha-
gar,  her Egyp tian  slave,  and  gave  her  to  her hus band  Abram  as  a 
 wife  for  him.  This hap pened af ter  Abram  had  lived  in  the  land  of 
Ca naan  ten  years.  He  slept  with Ha gar,  and  she be came preg nant. 
 When  she  saw  that  she  was preg nant,  her mis tress be came con-
tempt ible  to  her.  Then Sa rai  said  to  Abram, “ You  are re spon si ble 
 for  my suff er ing!  I  put  my  slave  in  your  arms,  and  when  she  saw 
 that  she  was preg nant,  I be came con tempt ible  to  her.  May  the 
 Lord  judge be tween  me  and  you.”

 Abram re plied  to Sa rai, “ Here,  your  slave  is  in  your  hands;  do 
what ev er  you  want  with  her.”  Then Sa rai mis treat ed  her  so  much 
 that  she  ran  away  from  her.

 The an gel  of  the  Lord  found  her  by  a  spring  in  the wil der ness, 
 the  spring  on  the  way  to  Shur.  He  said, “Ha gar,  slave  of Sa rai, 
 where  have  you  come  from  and  where  are  you go ing? ”

 She re plied, “ I’m run ning  away  from  my mis tress Sa rai.”
 The an gel  of  the  Lord  said  to  her, “ Go  back  to  your mis tress 

 and sub mit  to  her au thor i ty.”  The an gel  of  the  Lord  said  to  her, “ I 
 will great ly mul ti ply  your off spring,  and  they  will  be  too  many  to 
 count.”

 The an gel  of  the  Lord  said  to  her, “ You  have con ceived  and 
 will  have  a  son.  You  will  name  him Ish ma el,  for  the  Lord  has 
 heard  your  cry  of affliction.  This  man  will  be  like  a  wild don key. 
 His  hand  will  be  against ev ery one,  and ev ery one’s  hand  will  be 
 against  him;  he  will set tle  near  all  his rel a tives.”

 So  she  named  the  Lord  who  spoke  to  her: “ You  are El-roi,” 
 for  she  said, “ In  this  place,  have  I ac tu al ly  seen  the  one  who  sees 
 me? ”  That  is  why  the  well  is  called Be er-la hai-roi.  It  is be tween 
Ka desh  and Be red.

 So Ha gar  gave  birth  to  Abram’s  son,  and  Abram  named  his 
 son ( whom Ha gar  bore) Ish ma el.  Abram  was eighty-six  years  old 
 when Ha gar  bore Ish ma el  to  him.

W hen  Abram  was ninety-nine  years  old,  the  Lord ap peared 
 to  him, say ing, “ I  am  God Al mighty.  Live  in  my pres ence 

 and  be blame less.  I  will  set  up  my cov enant be tween  me  and  you, 
 and  I  will mul ti ply  you great ly.”
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 Then  Abram  fell face down  and  God  spoke  with  him: “ As  for 
 me,  here  is  my cov enant  with  you:  You  will be come  the fa ther  of 
 many na tions.  Your  name  will  no lon ger  be  Abram;  your  name 
 will  be Abra ham,  for  I  will  make  you  the fa ther  of  many na tions.  I 
 will  make  you ex treme ly fruit ful  and  will  make na tions  and  kings 
 come  from  you.  I  will con firm  my cov enant  that  is be tween  me 
 and  you  and  your fu ture off spring through out  their gen er a tions. 
 It  is  a per ma nent cov enant  to  be  your  God  and  the  God  of  your 
off spring af ter  you.  And  to  you  and  your fu ture off spring  I  will 
 give  the  land  where  you  are residing  —   all  the  land  of Ca naan  
—   as  a per ma nent pos ses sion,  and  I  will  be  their  God.”

 God  also  said  to Abra ham, “ As  for  you,  you  and  your off spring 
af ter  you through out  their gen er a tions  are  to  keep  my cov enant. 
 This  is  my cov enant be tween  me  and  you  and  your off spring af-
ter  you,  which  you  are  to  keep: Ev ery  one  of  your  males  must  be 
cir cum cised.  You  must cir cum cise  the  flesh  of  your fore skin  to 
 serve  as  a  sign  of  the cov enant be tween  me  and  you. Through out 
 your gen er a tions, ev ery  male  among  you  is  to  be cir cum cised  at 
 eight  days  old  —  ev ery  male  born  in  your house hold  or pur-
chased  from  any for eign er  and  not  your off spring. Wheth er  born 
 in  your house hold  or pur chased,  he  must  be cir cum cised.  My 
cov enant  will  be  marked  in  your  flesh  as  a per ma nent cov enant. 
 If  any  male  is  not cir cum cised  in  the  flesh  of  his fore skin,  that 
 man  will  be  cut  off  from  his peo ple;  he  has bro ken  my cov enant.”

 God  said  to Abra ham, “ As  for  your  wife Sa rai,  do  not  call  her 
Sa rai,  for Sar ah  will  be  her  name.  I  will  bless  her; in deed,  I  will 
 give  you  a  son  by  her.  I  will  bless  her,  and  she  will pro duce na-
tions;  kings  of peo ples  will  come  from  her.”

Abra ham  fell face down.  Then  he  laughed  and  said  to him self, 
“ Can  a  child  be  born  to  a hundred-year-old  man?  Can Sar ah,  a 
ninety-year-old wom an,  give  birth? ”  So Abra ham  said  to  God, “ If 
 only Ish ma el  were ac cept able  to  you! ”

 But  God  said, “ No.  Your  wife Sar ah  will  bear  you  a  son,  and  you 
 will  name  him  Isaac.  I  will con firm  my cov enant  with  him  as  a 
per ma nent cov enant  for  his fu ture off spring.  As  for Ish ma el,  I 
 have  heard  you.  I  will cer tain ly  bless  him;  I  will  make  him fruit ful 
 and  will mul ti ply  him great ly.  He  will fa ther  twelve trib al lead ers, 
 and  I  will  make  him  into  a  great na tion.  But  I  will con firm  my cov-
enant  with  Isaac,  whom Sar ah  will  bear  to  you  at  this  time  next 
 year.”  When  he fin ished talk ing  with  him,  God with drew  from 
Abra ham.

 So Abra ham  took  his  son Ish ma el  and  those  born  in  his 
house hold  or pur chased  —  ev ery  male  among  the mem bers  of 
Abra ham’s house hold  —   and  he cir cum cised  the  flesh  of  their 
fore skin  on  that  very  day,  just  as  God  had  said  to  him. Abra ham 
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 was ninety-nine  years  old  when  the  flesh  of  his fore skin  was cir-
cum cised,  and  his  son Ish ma el  was thir teen  years  old  when  the 
 flesh  of  his fore skin  was cir cum cised.  On  that  same  day Abra ham 
 and  his  son Ish ma el  were cir cum cised.  And  all  the  men  of  his 
house hold  —  wheth er  born  in  his house hold  or pur chased  from 
 a for eign er  —   were cir cum cised  with  him.

T he  Lord ap peared  to Abra ham  at  the  oaks  of Mam re  while 
 he  was sit ting  at  the en trance  of  his  tent dur ing  the  heat  of 

 the  day.  He  looked  up,  and  he  saw  three  men stand ing  near  him. 
 When  he  saw  them,  he  ran  from  the en trance  of  the  tent  to  meet 
 them,  bowed  to  the  ground,  and  said, “ My  lord,  if  I  have  found 
fa vor  with  you,  please  do  not  go  on  past  your ser vant.  Let  a lit tle 
wa ter  be  brought,  that  you  may  wash  your  feet  and  rest your-
selves un der  the  tree.  I  will  bring  a  bit  of  bread  so  that  you  may 
strength en your selves.  This  is  why  you  have  passed  your ser-
vant’s  way. Lat er,  you  can con tin ue  on.”

“ Yes,”  they re plied, “ do  as  you  have  said.”
 So Abra ham hur ried  into  the  tent  and  said  to Sar ah, “ Quick! 

 Knead  three mea sures  of  fine  flour  and  make  bread.” Abra ham 
 ran  to  the  herd  and  got  a ten der,  choice  calf.  He  gave  it  to  a  young 
 man,  who hur ried  to pre pare  it.  Then Abra ham  took  curds  and 
 milk,  as  well  as  the  calf  that  he  had pre pared,  and  set  them be fore 
 the  men.  He  served  them  as  they  ate un der  the  tree.

“ Where  is  your  wife Sar ah? ”  they  asked  him.
“ There,  in  the  tent,”  he an swered.
 The  Lord  said, “ I  will cer tain ly  come  back  to  you  in  about  a 

 year’s  time,  and  your  wife Sar ah  will  have  a  son! ”  Now Sar ah  was 
lis ten ing  at  the en trance  of  the  tent be hind  him.

Abra ham  and Sar ah  were  old  and get ting  on  in  years. Sar ah 
 had  passed  the  age  of child bear ing.  So  she  laughed  to her self: “Af-
ter  I  am  worn  out  and  my  lord  is  old,  will  I  have de light? ”

 But  the  Lord  asked Abra ham, “ Why  did Sar ah  laugh, say ing, 
‘ Can  I real ly  have  a  baby  when  I’m  old? ’  Is any thing im pos si ble 
 for  the  Lord?  At  the ap point ed  time  I  will  come  back  to  you,  and 
 in  about  a  year  she  will  have  a  son.”

Sar ah de nied  it. “ I  did  not  laugh,”  she  said, be cause  she  was 
 afraid.

 But  he re plied, “ No,  you  did  laugh.”
 The  men  got  up  from  there  and  looked  out  over Sod om,  and 

Abra ham  was walk ing  with  them  to  see  them  off.  Then  the  Lord 
 said, “ Should  I  hide  what  I  am  about  to  do  from Abra ham? Abra-
ham  is  to be come  a  great  and pow er ful na tion,  and  all  the na tions 
 of  the  earth  will  be  blessed  through  him.  For  I  have cho sen  him 
 so  that  he  will com mand  his chil dren  and  his  house af ter  him 
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 to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord  by do ing  what  is  right  and  just.  This 
 is  how  the  Lord  will ful fill  to Abra ham  what  he prom ised  him.” 
 Then  the  Lord  said, “ The out cry  against Sod om  and Go mor rah  is 
im mense,  and  their  sin  is ex treme ly se ri ous.  I  will  go  down  to  see 
 if  what  they  have  done jus ti fies  the  cry  that  has  come  up  to  me.  If 
 not,  I  will  find  out.”

 The  men  turned  from  there  and  went to ward Sod om  while 
Abra ham re mained stand ing be fore  the  Lord. Abra ham  stepped 
for ward  and  said, “ Will  you real ly  sweep  away  the righ teous  with 
 the wick ed?  What  if  there  are fif ty righ teous peo ple  in  the  city? 
 Will  you real ly  sweep  it  away in stead  of spar ing  the  place  for  the 
 sake  of  the fif ty righ teous peo ple  who  are  in  it?  You  could  not 
pos si bly  do  such  a  thing:  to  kill  the righ teous  with  the wick ed, 
treat ing  the righ teous  and  the wick ed  alike.  You  could  not pos si-
bly  do  that!  Won’t  the  Judge  of  the  whole  earth  do  what  is  just? ”

 The  Lord  said, “ If  I  find fif ty righ teous peo ple  in  the  city  of 
Sod om,  I  will  spare  the  whole  place  for  their  sake.”

 Then Abra ham an swered, “ Since  I  have ventured  to  speak  to 
 my  lord  —   even  though  I  am  dust  and ash es  — sup pose  the fif ty 
righ teous  lack  five.  Will  you de stroy  the  whole  city  for  lack  of 
 five? ”

 He re plied, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  if  I  find forty-five  there.”
 Then  he  spoke  to  him  again, “Sup pose for ty  are  found  there? ”
 He an swered, “ I  will  not  do  it  on ac count  of for ty.”
 Then  he  said, “ Let  my  lord  not  be an gry,  and  I  will  speak fur-

ther. Sup pose thir ty  are  found  there? ”
 He an swered, “ I  will  not  do  it  if  I  find thir ty  there.”
 Then  he  said, “ Since  I  have ventured  to  speak  to  my  lord, sup-

pose twen ty  are  found  there? ”
 He re plied, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  on ac count  of twen ty.”
 Then  he  said, “ Let  my  lord  not  be an gry,  and  I  will  speak  one 

 more  time. Sup pose  ten  are  found  there? ”
 He an swered, “ I  will  not de stroy  it  on ac count  of  ten.”  When 

 the  Lord  had fin ished speak ing  with Abra ham,  he de part ed,  and 
Abra ham re turned  to  his  place.

T he  two an gels en tered Sod om  in  the eve ning  as  Lot  was sit ting 
 in Sod om’s gate way.  When  Lot  saw  them,  he  got  up  to  meet 

 them.  He  bowed  with  his  face  to  the  ground  and  said, “ My  lords, 
 turn  aside  to  your ser vant’s  house,  wash  your  feet,  and  spend  the 
 night.  Then  you  can  get  up ear ly  and  go  on  your  way.”

“ No,”  they  said. “ We  would rath er  spend  the  night  in  the 
 square.”  But  he  urged  them  so strong ly  that  they fol lowed  him 
 and  went  into  his  house.  He pre pared  a  feast  and  baked un leav-
ened  bread  for  them,  and  they  ate.
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Be fore  they  went  to  bed,  the  men  of  the  city  of Sod om,  both 
 young  and  old,  the  whole pop u la tion, sur round ed  the  house. 
 They  called  out  to  Lot  and  said, “ Where  are  the  men  who  came  to 
 you to night?  Send  them  out  to  us  so  we  can  have  sex  with  them! ”

 Lot  went  out  to  them  at  the en trance  and  shut  the  door be hind 
 him.  He  said, “ Don’t  do  this  evil,  my broth ers.  Look,  I’ve  got  two 
daugh ters  who  haven’t  been in ti mate  with  a  man.  I’ll  bring  them 
 out  to  you,  and  you  can  do what ev er  you  want  to  them. How ev er, 
 don’t  do any thing  to  these  men, be cause  they  have  come un der 
 the pro tec tion  of  my  roof.”

“ Get  out  of  the  way! ”  they  said, add ing, “ This  one  came  here 
 as  an  alien,  but  he’s act ing  like  a  judge!  Now  we’ll  do  more  harm 
 to  you  than  to  them.”  They  put pres sure  on  Lot  and  came  up  to 
 break  down  the  door.  But  the an gels  reached  out,  brought  Lot 
 into  the  house  with  them,  and  shut  the  door.  They  struck  the  men 
 who  were  at  the en trance  of  the  house,  both  young  and  old,  with 
blind ness  so  that  they  were un able  to  find  the en trance.

 Then  the an gels  said  to  Lot, “ Do  you  have any one  else  here:  a 
son-in-law,  your  sons  and daugh ters,  or any one  else  in  the  city 
 who be longs  to  you?  Get  them  out  of  this  place,  for  we  are  about 
 to de stroy  this  place be cause  the out cry  against  its peo ple  is  so 
 great be fore  the  Lord,  that  the  Lord  has  sent  us  to de stroy  it.”

 So  Lot  went  out  and  spoke  to  his sons-in-law,  who  were go ing 
 to mar ry  his daugh ters. “ Get  up,”  he  said. “ Get  out  of  this  place, 
 for  the  Lord  is  about  to de stroy  the  city! ”  But  his sons-in-law 
 thought  he  was jok ing.

 At day break  the an gels  urged  Lot  on: “ Get  up!  Take  your  wife 
 and  your  two daugh ters  who  are  here,  or  you  will  be  swept  away 
 in  the pun ish ment  of  the  city.”  But  he hes i tat ed. Be cause  of  the 
 Lord’ s com pas sion  for  him,  the  men  grabbed  his  hand,  his  wife’s 
 hand,  and  the  hands  of  his  two daugh ters.  They  brought  him  out 
 and  left  him out side  the  city.

 As  soon  as  the an gels  got  them out side,  one  of  them  said, “ Run 
 for  your  lives!  Don’t  look  back  and  don’t  stop any where  on  the 
 plain!  Run  to  the moun tains,  or  you  will  be  swept  away! ”

 But  Lot  said  to  them, “ No,  my  lords  —   please.  Your ser vant 
 has in deed  found fa vor  with  you,  and  you  have  shown  me  great 
kind ness  by sav ing  my  life.  But  I  can’t  run  to  the moun tains;  the 
di sas ter  will over take  me,  and  I  will  die.  Look,  this  town  is  close 
 enough  for  me  to  flee  to.  It  is  a  small  place.  Please  let  me  run  to  it  
—   it’s  only  a  small  place,  isn’t  it?  —   so  that  I  can sur vive.”

 And  he  said  to  him, “ All  right,  I’ll  grant  your re quest  about  this 
mat ter  too  and  will  not de mol ish  the  town  you men tioned. Hur ry 
 up!  Run  to  it,  for  I can not  do any thing un til  you  get  there.” There-
fore  the  name  of  the  city  is  Zoar.
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 The  sun  had ris en  over  the  land  when  Lot  reached  Zoar. 
 Then  out  of  the  sky  the  Lord  rained  on Sod om  and Go mor rah 
burn ing sul fur  from  the  Lord.  He de mol ished  these cit ies,  the 
en tire  plain,  all  the in hab i tants  of  the cit ies,  and what ev er  grew 
 on  the  ground.  But  Lot’s  wife  looked  back  and be came  a pil lar 
 of  salt.

Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abra ham  went  to  the  place  where  he 
 had  stood be fore  the  Lord.  He  looked  down to ward Sod om  and 
Go mor rah  and  all  the  land  of  the  plain,  and  he  saw  that  smoke 
 was go ing  up  from  the  land  like  the  smoke  of  a fur nace.  So  it  was, 
 when  God de stroyed  the cit ies  of  the  plain,  he re mem bered Abra-
ham  and  brought  Lot  out  of  the mid dle  of  the upheaval  when  he 
de mol ished  the cit ies  where  Lot  had  lived.

 Lot de part ed  from  Zoar  and  lived  in  the moun tains  along  with 
 his  two daugh ters, be cause  he  was  afraid  to  live  in  Zoar. In stead, 
 he  and  his  two daugh ters  lived  in  a  cave.  Then  the first born  said 
 to  the youn ger, “ Our fa ther  is  old,  and  there  is  no  man  in  the  land 
 to  sleep  with  us  as  is  the cus tom  of  all  the  land.  Come,  let’s  get  our 
fa ther  to  drink  wine  so  that  we  can  sleep  with  him  and pre serve 
 our fa ther’s  line.”  So  they  got  their fa ther  to  drink  wine  that  night, 
 and  the first born  came  and  slept  with  her fa ther;  he  did  not  know 
 when  she  lay  down  or  when  she  got  up.

 The  next  day  the first born  said  to  the youn ger, “ Look,  I  slept 
 with  my fa ther  last  night.  Let’s  get  him  to  drink  wine  again 
to night  so  you  can  go  sleep  with  him  and  we  can pre serve  our 
fa ther’s  line.”  That  night  they  again  got  their fa ther  to  drink  wine, 
 and  the youn ger  went  and  slept  with  him;  he  did  not  know  when 
 she  lay  down  or  when  she  got  up.

 So  both  of  Lot’s daugh ters be came preg nant  by  their fa ther. 
 The first born  gave  birth  to  a  son  and  named  him  Moab.  He  is  the 
fa ther  of  the Mo ab ites  of to day.  The youn ger  also  gave  birth  to  a 
 son,  and  she  named  him Ben-am mi.  He  is  the fa ther  of  the Am-
mon ites  of to day.

F rom  there Abra ham trav eled  to  the re gion  of  the Ne gev  and 
set tled be tween Ka desh  and  Shur.  While  he  was stay ing  in Ge-

rar, Abra ham  said  about  his  wife Sar ah, “ She  is  my sis ter.”  So  King 
Abim e lech  of Ge rar  had Sar ah  brought  to  him.

 But  God  came  to Abim e lech  in  a  dream  by  night  and  said  to 
 him, “ You  are  about  to  die be cause  of  the wom an  you  have tak en, 
 for  she  is  a mar ried wom an.”

 Now Abim e lech  had  not ap proached  her,  so  he  said, “ Lord, 
 would  you de stroy  a na tion  even  though  it  is in no cent?  Didn’t  he 
him self  say  to  me, ‘ She  is  my sis ter’?  And  she her self  said, ‘ He  is 
 my broth er.’  I  did  this  with  a  clear con science  and  clean  hands.”
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 Then  God  said  to  him  in  the  dream, “ Yes,  I  know  that  you  did 
 this  with  a  clear con science.  I  have  also  kept  you  from sin ning 
 against  me. There fore  I  have  not  let  you  touch  her.  Now re turn 
 the  man’s  wife,  for  he  is  a proph et,  and  he  will  pray  for  you  and 
 you  will  live.  But  if  you  do  not re turn  her,  know  that  you  will cer-
tain ly  die,  you  and  all  who  are  yours.”

Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abim e lech  got  up,  called  all  his ser vants 
to geth er,  and per son al ly  told  them  all  these  things,  and  the  men 
 were ter ri fied.

 Then Abim e lech  called Abra ham  in  and  said  to  him, “ What 
 have  you  done  to  us?  How  did  I  sin  against  you  that  you  have 
 brought  such enor mous  guilt  on  me  and  on  my king dom?  You 
 have  done  things  to  me  that  should nev er  be  done.” Abim e lech 
 also  asked Abra ham, “ What  made  you  do  this? ”

Abra ham re plied, “ I  thought, ‘ There  is ab so lute ly  no  fear  of  God 
 in  this  place.  They  will  kill  me be cause  of  my  wife.’ Be sides,  she 
real ly  is  my sis ter,  the daugh ter  of  my fa ther  though  not  the daugh-
ter  of  my moth er,  and  she be came  my  wife.  So  when  God  had  me 
wan der  from  my fa ther’s  house,  I  said  to  her:  Show  your loy al ty  to 
 me wher ev er  we  go  and  say  about  me: ‘ He’s  my broth er.’ ”

 Then Abim e lech  took  flocks  and  herds  and  male  and fe male 
 slaves,  gave  them  to Abra ham,  and re turned  his  wife Sar ah  to 
 him. Abim e lech  said, “ Look,  my  land  is be fore  you. Set tle wher ev-
er  you  want.”  And  he  said  to Sar ah, “ Look,  I  am giv ing  your broth-
er  one thou sand  pieces  of sil ver.  It  is  a verification  of  your hon or 
 to  all  who  are  with  you.  You  are ful ly vin di cat ed.”

 Then Abra ham  prayed  to  God,  and  God  healed Abim e lech,  his 
 wife,  and  his fe male  slaves  so  that  they  could  bear chil dren,  for 
 the  Lord  had com plete ly  closed  all  the  wombs  in Abim e lech’s 
house hold  on ac count  of Sar ah, Abra ham’s  wife.

T he  Lord  came  to Sar ah  as  he  had  said,  and  the  Lord  did  for 
Sar ah  what  he  had prom ised. Sar ah be came preg nant  and 

 bore  a  son  to Abra ham  in  his  old  age,  at  the ap point ed  time  God 
 had  told  him. Abra ham  named  his  son  who  was  born  to  him  —  
 the  one Sar ah  bore  to  him  —   Isaac.  When  his  son  Isaac  was  eight 
 days  old, Abra ham cir cum cised  him,  as  God  had com mand ed 
 him. Abra ham  was  a hun dred  years  old  when  his  son  Isaac  was 
 born  to  him.

Sar ah  said, “ God  has  made  me  laugh,  and ev ery one  who  hears 
 will  laugh  with  me.”  She  also  said, “ Who  would  have  told Abra-
ham  that Sar ah  would  nurse chil dren?  Yet  I  have  borne  a  son  for 
 him  in  his  old  age.”

 The  child  grew  and  was  weaned,  and Abra ham  held  a  great 
 feast  on  the  day  Isaac  was  weaned.  But Sar ah  saw  the  son 
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mock ing  —   the  one Ha gar  the Egyp tian  had  borne  to Abra ham. 
 So  she  said  to Abra ham, “ Drive  out  this  slave  with  her  son,  for  the 
 son  of  this  slave  will  not  be  a coheir  with  my  son  Isaac! ”

 This  was  very dis tress ing  to Abra ham be cause  of  his  son.  But 
 God  said  to Abra ham, “ Do  not  be dis tressed  about  the  boy  and 
 about  your  slave. What ev er Sar ah  says  to  you, lis ten  to  her, be-
cause  your off spring  will  be  traced  through  Isaac,  and  I  will  also 
 make  a na tion  of  the  slave’s  son be cause  he  is  your off spring.”

Ear ly  in  the morn ing Abra ham  got  up,  took  bread  and  a 
waterskin,  put  them  on Ha gar’s shoul ders,  and  sent  her  and  the 
 boy  away.  She  left  and wan dered  in  the Wil der ness  of Be er-she ba. 
 When  the wa ter  in  the  skin  was  gone,  she  left  the  boy un der  one 
 of  the bush es  and  went  and  sat  at  a dis tance,  about  a bow shot 
 away,  for  she  said, “ I  can’t  bear  to  watch  the  boy  die! ”  While  she 
 sat  at  a dis tance,  she  wept loud ly.

 God  heard  the  boy cry ing,  and  the an gel  of  God  called  to Ha gar 
 from heav en  and  said  to  her, “ What’s  wrong, Ha gar?  Don’t  be 
 afraid,  for  God  has  heard  the  boy cry ing  from  the  place  where  he 
 is.  Get  up,  help  the  boy  up,  and  grasp  his  hand,  for  I  will  make  him 
 a  great na tion.”  Then  God  opened  her  eyes,  and  she  saw  a  well.  So 
 she  went  and  filled  the waterskin  and  gave  the  boy  a  drink.  God 
 was  with  the  boy,  and  he  grew;  he set tled  in  the wil der ness  and 
be came  an ar cher.  He set tled  in  the Wil der ness  of Pa ran,  and  his 
moth er  got  a  wife  for  him  from  the  land  of  Egypt.

 At  that  time Abim e lech, ac com pa nied  by Phi col  the com mand-
er  of  his  army,  said  to Abra ham, “ God  is  with  you  in ev ery thing 
 you  do.  Swear  to  me  by  God  here  and  now,  that  you  will  not  break 
 an agree ment  with  me  or  with  my chil dren  and de scen dants.  As  I 
 have  been loy al  to  you,  so  you  will  be loy al  to  me  and  to  the coun-
try  where  you  are  a res i dent  alien.”

 And Abra ham  said, “ I  swear  it.”  But Abra ham com plained  to 
Abim e lech be cause  of  the  well  that Abim e lech’s ser vants  had 
 seized.

Abim e lech re plied, “ I  don’t  know  who  did  this  thing.  You  didn’t 
re port any thing  to  me,  so  I hadn’t  heard  about  it un til to day.”

Abra ham  took  flocks  and  herds  and  gave  them  to Abim e lech, 
 and  the  two  of  them  made  a cov enant. Abra ham sep a rat ed sev en 
 ewe  lambs  from  the  flock.  And Abim e lech  said  to Abra ham, “ Why 
 have  you sep a rat ed  these sev en  ewe  lambs? ”

 He re plied, “ You  are  to ac cept  the sev en  ewe  lambs  from  me  so 
 that  this  act  will  serve  as  my wit ness  that  I  dug  this  well.” There-
fore  that  place  was  called Be er-she ba be cause  it  was  there  that 
 the  two  of  them  swore  an  oath. Af ter  they  had  made  a cov enant 
 at Be er-she ba, Abim e lech  and Phi col,  the com mand er  of  his  army, 
 left  and re turned  to  the  land  of  the Phi lis tines.
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Abra ham plant ed  a tam a risk  tree  in Be er-she ba,  and  there  he 
 called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  the Ever last ing  God.  And Abra-
ham  lived  as  an  alien  in  the  land  of  the Phi lis tines  for  many  days.

A f ter  these  things  God test ed Abra ham  and  said  to  him, “Abra-
ham! ”

“ Here  I  am,”  he an swered.
“ Take  your  son,”  he  said, “ your  only  son  Isaac,  whom  you  love, 

 go  to  the  land  of Mo ri ah,  and off er  him  there  as  a  burnt off er ing 
 on  one  of  the moun tains  I  will  tell  you  about.”

 So Abra ham  got  up ear ly  in  the morn ing, sad dled  his don key, 
 and  took  with  him  two  of  his  young  men  and  his  son  Isaac.  He 
 split  wood  for  a  burnt off er ing  and  set  out  to  go  to  the  place  God 
 had  told  him  about.  On  the  third  day Abra ham  looked  up  and  saw 
 the  place  in  the dis tance.  Then Abra ham  said  to  his  young  men, 
“ Stay  here  with  the don key.  The  boy  and  I  will  go  over  there  to 
wor ship;  then  we’ll  come  back  to  you.” Abra ham  took  the  wood 
 for  the  burnt off er ing  and  laid  it  on  his  son  Isaac.  In  his  hand  he 
 took  the  fire  and  the  knife,  and  the  two  of  them  walked  on to-
geth er.

 Then  Isaac  spoke  to  his fa ther Abra ham  and  said, “ My fa ther.”
 And  he re plied, “ Here  I  am,  my  son.”
 Isaac  said, “ The  fire  and  the  wood  are  here,  but  where  is  the 

 lamb  for  the  burnt off er ing? ”
Abra ham an swered, “ God him self  will pro vide  the  lamb  for 

 the  burnt off er ing,  my  son.”  Then  the  two  of  them  walked  on to-
geth er.

 When  they ar rived  at  the  place  that  God  had  told  him  about, 
Abra ham  built  the al tar  there  and ar ranged  the  wood.  He  bound 
 his  son  Isaac  and  placed  him  on  the al tar  on  top  of  the  wood.  Then 
Abra ham  reached  out  and  took  the  knife  to slaugh ter  his  son.

 But  the an gel  of  the  Lord  called  to  him  from heav en  and  said, 
“Abra ham, Abra ham! ”

 He re plied, “ Here  I  am.”
 Then  he  said, “ Do  not  lay  a  hand  on  the  boy  or  do any thing  to 

 him.  For  now  I  know  that  you  fear  God,  since  you  have  not with-
held  your  only  son  from  me.” Abra ham  looked  up  and  saw  a  ram 
 caught  in  the thick et  by  its  horns.  So Abra ham  went  and  took 
 the  ram  and off ered  it  as  a  burnt off er ing  in  place  of  his  son.  And 
Abra ham  named  that  place  The  Lord  Will Pro vide,  so to day  it  is 
 said: “ It  will  be pro vid ed  on  the  Lord’ s moun tain.”

 Then  the an gel  of  the  Lord  called  to Abra ham  a sec ond  time 
 from heav en  and  said, “ By my self  I  have  sworn,”  this  is  the  Lord’ s 
dec la ra tion: “Be cause  you  have  done  this  thing  and  have  not 
with held  your  only  son,  I  will in deed  bless  you  and  make  your 
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off spring  as nu mer ous  as  the  stars  of  the  sky  and  the  sand  on 
 the sea shore.  Your off spring  will pos sess  the  city  gates  of  their 
en e mies.  And  all  the na tions  of  the  earth  will  be  blessed  by  your 
off spring be cause  you  have  obeyed  my com mand.”

Abra ham  went  back  to  his  young  men,  and  they  got  up  and 
 went to geth er  to Be er-she ba.  And Abra ham set tled  in Be er-she ba.

 Now af ter  these  things Abra ham  was  told, “Mil cah  also  has 
 borne  sons  to  your broth er Na hor:  Uz  his first born,  his broth er 
 Buz, Kem u el  the fa ther  of  Aram, Chesed,  Hazo, Pil dash, Jid laph, 
 and Be thu el.”  And Be thu el fa thered Re bek ah. Mil cah  bore  these 
 eight  to Na hor, Abra ham’s broth er.  His con cu bine,  whose  name 
 was Reu mah,  also  bore Te bah, Ga ham, Ta hash,  and Ma a cah.

n ow Sar ah  lived  127  years;  these  were  all  the  years  of  her  life. 
Sar ah  died  in Kiriath-arba ( that  is, He bron)  in  the  land  of Ca-

naan,  and Abra ham  went  to  mourn  for Sar ah  and  to  weep  for  her.
 Then Abra ham  got  up  from be side  his  dead  wife  and  spoke  to 

 the Heth ites: “ I  am  an  alien residing  among  you.  Give  me buri al 
prop er ty  among  you  so  that  I  can  bury  my  dead.”

 The Heth ites re plied  to Abra ham, “Lis ten  to  us,  my  lord.  You 
 are  a  prince  of  God  among  us.  Bury  your  dead  in  our fin est buri-
al  place.  None  of  us  will with hold  from  you  his buri al  place  for 
bury ing  your  dead.”

 Then Abra ham  rose  and  bowed  down  to  the Heth ites,  the peo-
ple  of  the  land.  He  said  to  them, “ If  you  are will ing  for  me  to  bury 
 my  dead, lis ten  to  me  and  ask  Ephron  son  of Zo har  on  my be half 
 to  give  me  the  cave  of Mach pe lah  that be longs  to  him;  it  is  at  the 
 end  of  his  field.  Let  him  give  it  to  me  in  your pres ence,  for  the  full 
 price,  as buri al prop er ty.”

 Ephron  was sit ting  among  the Heth ites.  So  in  the hear ing  of  all 
 the Heth ites  who  came  to  the  gate  of  his  city,  Ephron  the Heth-
ite an swered Abra ham: “ No,  my  lord. Lis ten  to  me.  I  give  you  the 
 field,  and  I  give  you  the  cave  that  is  in  it.  I  give  it  to  you  in  the  sight 
 of  my peo ple.  Bury  your  dead.”

Abra ham  bowed  down  to  the peo ple  of  the  land  and  said  to 
 Ephron  in  the hear ing  of  the peo ple  of  the  land, “Lis ten  to  me,  if 
 you  please.  Let  me  pay  the  price  of  the  field. Ac cept  it  from  me, 
 and  let  me  bury  my  dead  there.”

 Ephron an swered Abra ham  and  said  to  him, “ My  lord, lis ten 
 to  me.  Land  worth  four hun dred shek els  of sil ver  —   what  is  that 
be tween  you  and  me?  Bury  your  dead.” Abra ham  agreed  with 
 Ephron,  and Abra ham  weighed  out  to  Ephron  the sil ver  that  he 
 had  agreed  to  in  the hear ing  of  the Heth ites:  four hun dred stan-
dard shek els  of sil ver.  So  Ephron’s  field  at Mach pe lah  near Mam-
re  —   the  field  with  its  cave  and  all  the  trees any where with in  the 
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bound aries  of  the  field  —  be came Abra ham’s pos ses sion  in  the 
 sight  of  all  the Heth ites  who  came  to  the  gate  of  his  city. Af ter 
 this, Abra ham bur ied  his  wife Sar ah  in  the  cave  of  the  field  at 
Mach pe lah  near Mam re ( that  is, He bron)  in  the  land  of Ca naan. 
 The  field  with  its  cave  passed  from  the Heth ites  to Abra ham  as 
buri al prop er ty.

A bra ham  was  now  old, get ting  on  in  years,  and  the  Lord  had 
 blessed  him  in ev ery thing. Abra ham  said  to  his ser vant,  the 

el der  of  his house hold  who man aged  all  he  owned, “ Place  your 
 hand un der  my  thigh,  and  I  will  have  you  swear  by  the  Lord,  God 
 of heav en  and  God  of  earth,  that  you  will  not  take  a  wife  for  my 
 son  from  the daugh ters  of  the Ca naan ites  among  whom  I  live,  but 
 will  go  to  my  land  and  my fam i ly  to  take  a  wife  for  my  son  Isaac.”

 The ser vant  said  to  him, “Sup pose  the wom an  is un will ing  to 
fol low  me  to  this  land?  Should  I  have  your  son  go  back  to  the  land 
 you  came  from? ”

Abra ham an swered  him, “ Make  sure  that  you  don’t  take  my 
 son  back  there.  The  Lord,  the  God  of heav en,  who  took  me  from 
 my fa ther’s  house  and  from  my na tive  land,  who  spoke  to  me 
 and  swore  to  me, ‘ I  will  give  this  land  to  your off spring’  —   he  will 
 send  his an gel be fore  you,  and  you  can  take  a  wife  for  my  son 
 from  there.  If  the wom an  is un will ing  to fol low  you,  then  you  are 
 free  from  this  oath  to  me,  but  don’t  let  my  son  go  back  there.”  So 
 the ser vant  placed  his  hand un der  his mas ter Abra ham’s  thigh 
 and  swore  an  oath  to  him con cern ing  this mat ter.

 The ser vant  took  ten  of  his mas ter’s cam els,  and  with  all  kinds 
 of  his mas ter’s  goods  in  hand,  he  went  to Aram-na ha ra im,  to Na-
hor’s  town.  At eve ning,  the  time  when wom en  went  out  to  draw 
wa ter,  he  made  the cam els  kneel be side  a  well out side  the  town.

“ Lord,  God  of  my mas ter Abra ham,”  he  prayed, “ make  this 
hap pen  for  me to day,  and  show kind ness  to  my mas ter Abra ham. 
 I  am stand ing  here  at  the  spring  where  the daugh ters  of  the  men 
 of  the  town  are com ing  out  to  draw wa ter.  Let  the  girl  to  whom 
 I  say, ‘ Please low er  your wa ter  jug  so  that  I  may  drink,’  and  who 
responds, ‘ Drink,  and  I’ll wa ter  your cam els  also’  —   let  her  be 
 the  one  you  have ap point ed  for  your ser vant  Isaac.  By  this  I  will 
 know  that  you  have  shown kind ness  to  my mas ter.”

Be fore  he  had fin ished speak ing,  there  was Re bek ah  —  daugh-
ter  of Be thu el  son  of Mil cah,  the  wife  of Abra ham’s broth er 
Na hor  —  com ing  with  a  jug  on  her shoul der.  Now  the  girl  was 
 very beau ti ful,  a vir gin  —   no  man  had  been in ti mate  with  her. 
 She  went  down  to  the  spring,  filled  her  jug,  and  came  up.  Then  the 
ser vant  ran  to  meet  her  and  said, “ Please  let  me  have  a lit tle wa ter 
 from  your  jug.”
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 She re plied, “ Drink,  my  lord.”  She quick ly low ered  her  jug  to 
 her  hand  and  gave  him  a  drink.  When  she  had fin ished giv ing 
 him  a  drink,  she  said, “ I’ll  also  draw wa ter  for  your cam els un til 
 they  have  had  enough  to  drink.”  She quick ly emp tied  her  jug  into 
 the  trough  and hur ried  to  the  well  again  to  draw wa ter.  She  drew 
wa ter  for  all  his cam els  while  the  man silently  watched  her  to  see 
wheth er  or  not  the  Lord  had  made  his jour ney  a suc cess.

 As  the cam els fin ished drink ing,  the  man  took  a  gold  ring weigh-
ing  half  a shek el,  and  for  her  wrists  two brace lets weigh ing  ten 
shek els  of  gold. “ Whose daugh ter  are  you? ”  he  asked. “ Please  tell 
 me,  is  there  room  in  your fa ther’s  house  for  us  to  spend  the  night? ”

 She an swered  him, “ I  am  the daugh ter  of Be thu el  son  of Mil-
cah,  whom  she  bore  to Na hor.”  She  also  said  to  him, “ We  have 
plen ty  of  straw  and  feed  and  a  place  to  spend  the  night.”

 Then  the  man  knelt  low, wor shiped  the  Lord,  and  said, 
“ Blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  God  of  my mas ter Abra ham,  who  has 
 not with held  his kind ness  and faith ful ness  from  my mas ter.  As 
 for  me,  the  Lord  has  led  me  on  the jour ney  to  the  house  of  my 
mas ter’s rel a tives.”

 The  girl  ran  and  told  her moth er’s house hold  about  these 
 things.  Now Re bek ah  had  a broth er  named La ban,  and La ban  ran 
 out  to  the  man  at  the  spring.  As  soon  as  he  had  seen  the  ring  and 
 the brace lets  on  his sis ter’s  wrists,  and  when  he  had  heard  his 
sis ter Re bek ah’s  words  —  “ The  man  said  this  to  me! ”  —   he  went 
 to  the  man.  He  was stand ing  there  by  the cam els  at  the  spring.

La ban  said, “ Come,  you  who  are  blessed  by  the  Lord.  Why  are 
 you stand ing  out  here?  I  have pre pared  the  house  and  a  place  for 
 the cam els.”  So  the  man  came  to  the  house,  and  the cam els  were 
un load ed.  Straw  and  feed  were giv en  to  the cam els,  and wa ter 
 was  brought  to  wash  his  feet  and  the  feet  of  the  men  with  him.

 A  meal  was  set be fore  him,  but  he  said, “ I  will  not  eat un til  I 
 have  said  what  I  have  to  say.”

 So La ban  said, “ Please  speak.”
“ I  am Abra ham’s ser vant,”  he  said. “ The  Lord  has great ly 

 blessed  my mas ter,  and  he  has be come  rich.  He  has giv en  him 
 flocks  and  herds, sil ver  and  gold,  male  and fe male  slaves,  and 
cam els  and don keys. Sar ah,  my mas ter’s  wife,  bore  a  son  to  my 
mas ter  in  her  old  age,  and  he  has giv en  him ev ery thing  he  owns. 
 My mas ter  put  me un der  this  oath: ‘ You  will  not  take  a  wife  for 
 my  son  from  the daugh ters  of  the Ca naan ites  in  whose  land  I  live 
 but  will  go  to  my fa ther’s fam i ly  and  to  my  clan  to  take  a  wife  for 
 my  son.’  But  I  said  to  my mas ter, ‘Sup pose  the wom an  will  not 
 come  back  with  me? ’  He  said  to  me, ‘ The  Lord be fore  whom  I 
 have  walked  will  send  his an gel  with  you  and  make  your jour ney 
 a suc cess,  and  you  will  take  a  wife  for  my  son  from  my  clan  and 
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 from  my fa ther’s fam i ly.  Then  you  will  be  free  from  my  oath  if  you 
 go  to  my fam i ly  and  they  do  not  give  her  to  you  —   you  will  be  free 
 from  my  oath.’

“To day  when  I  came  to  the  spring,  I  prayed:  Lord,  God  of  my 
mas ter Abra ham,  if  only  you  will  make  my jour ney suc cess ful!  I 
 am stand ing  here  at  a  spring.  Let  the  young wom an  who  comes 
 out  to  draw wa ter,  and  I  say  to  her, ‘ Please  let  me  drink  a lit tle wa-
ter  from  your  jug,’  and  who responds  to  me, ‘ Drink,  and  I’ll  draw 
wa ter  for  your cam els  also’  —   let  her  be  the wom an  the  Lord  has 
ap point ed  for  my mas ter’s  son.

“Be fore  I  had fin ished pray ing silently,  there  was Re bek ah com-
ing  with  her  jug  on  her shoul der,  and  she  went  down  to  the  spring 
 and  drew wa ter.  So  I  said  to  her, ‘ Please  let  me  have  a  drink.’  She 
quick ly low ered  her  jug  from  her shoul der  and  said, ‘ Drink,  and 
 I’ll wa ter  your cam els  also.’  So  I  drank,  and  she  also wa tered  the 
cam els.  Then  I  asked  her, ‘ Whose daugh ter  are  you? ’  She re spond-
ed, ‘ The daugh ter  of Be thu el  son  of Na hor,  whom Mil cah  bore  to 
 him.’  So  I  put  the  ring  on  her  nose  and  the brace lets  on  her  wrists. 
 Then  I  knelt  low, wor shiped  the  Lord,  and  blessed  the  Lord,  the 
 God  of  my mas ter Abra ham,  who guid ed  me  on  the  right  way  to 
 take  the grand daugh ter  of  my mas ter’s broth er  for  his  son.  Now, 
 if  you  are go ing  to  show kind ness  and faith ful ness  to  my mas ter, 
 tell  me;  if  not,  tell  me,  and  I  will  go else where.”

La ban  and Be thu el an swered, “ This  is  from  the  Lord;  we  have 
 no  choice  in  the mat ter. Re bek ah  is  here  in  front  of  you.  Take  her 
 and  go,  and  let  her  be  a  wife  for  your mas ter’s  son,  just  as  the 
 Lord  has spo ken.”

 When Abra ham’s ser vant  heard  their  words,  he  bowed  to  the 
 ground be fore  the  Lord.  Then  he  brought  out ob jects  of sil ver 
 and  gold,  and gar ments,  and  gave  them  to Re bek ah.  He  also  gave 
pre cious  gifts  to  her broth er  and  her moth er.  Then  he  and  the 
 men  with  him  ate  and  drank  and  spent  the  night.

 When  they  got  up  in  the morn ing,  he  said, “ Send  me  to  my 
mas ter.”

 But  her broth er  and moth er  said, “ Let  the  girl  stay  with  us  for 
 about  ten  days.  Then  she  can  go.”

 But  he re spond ed  to  them, “ Do  not de lay  me,  since  the  Lord 
 has  made  my jour ney  a suc cess.  Send  me  away  so  that  I  may  go  to 
 my mas ter.”

 So  they  said, “ Let’s  call  the  girl  and  ask  her opin ion.”
 They  called Re bek ah  and  said  to  her, “ Will  you  go  with  this 

 man? ”
 She re plied, “ I  will  go.”  So  they  sent  away  their sis ter Re bek ah 

 with  the  one  who  had  nursed  and  raised  her,  and Abra ham’s ser-
vant  and  his  men.
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 They  blessed Re bek ah, say ing  to  her:
  Our sister, may you become
  thousands upon ten thousands.
  May your offspring possess
  the city gates of their enemies.

 Then Re bek ah  and  her fe male ser vants  got  up, mount ed  the 
cam els,  and fol lowed  the  man.  So  the ser vant  took Re bek ah  and 
 left.

 Now  Isaac  was re turn ing  from Be er-la hai-roi,  for  he  was liv-
ing  in  the Ne gev re gion.  In  the ear ly eve ning  Isaac  went  out  to 
 walk  in  the  field,  and look ing  up  he  saw cam els com ing. Re bek ah 
 looked  up,  and  when  she  saw  Isaac,  she  got  down  from  her cam el 
 and  asked  the ser vant, “ Who  is  that  man  in  the  field com ing  to 
 meet  us? ”

 The ser vant an swered, “ It  is  my mas ter.”  So  she  took  her  veil 
 and cov ered her self.  Then  the ser vant  told  Isaac ev ery thing  he 
 had  done.

 And  Isaac  brought  her  into  the  tent  of  his moth er Sar ah  and 
 took Re bek ah  to  be  his  wife.  Isaac  loved  her,  and  he  was com fort-
ed af ter  his moth er’s  death.

A bra ham  had tak en an oth er  wife,  whose  name  was Ke tu rah, 
 and  she  bore  him Zim ran, Jok shan, Me dan, Mid i an, Ish bak, 

 and Shu ah. Jok shan fa thered She ba  and De dan. De dan’s  sons 
 were  the As shu rim, Le tu shim,  and Le um mim.  And Mid i an’s  sons 
 were  Ephah,  Epher, Ha noch, Abi da,  and El da ah.  All  these  were 
 sons  of Ke tu rah. Abra ham  gave ev ery thing  he  owned  to  Isaac. 
 But Abra ham  gave  gifts  to  the  sons  of  his con cu bines,  and  while 
 he  was  still  alive  he  sent  them east ward,  away  from  his  son  Isaac, 
 to  the  land  of  the  East.

 This  is  the  length  of Abra ham’s  life:  175  years.  He  took  his  last 
 breath  and  died  at  a  good  old  age,  old  and con tent ed,  and  he  was 
gath ered  to  his peo ple.  His  sons  Isaac  and Ish ma el bur ied  him  in 
 the  cave  of Mach pe lah  near Mam re,  in  the  field  of  Ephron  son  of 
Zo har  the Heth ite.  This  was  the  field  that Abra ham  bought  from 
 the Heth ites. Abra ham  was bur ied  there  with  his  wife Sar ah. 
Af ter Abra ham’s  death,  God  blessed  his  son  Isaac,  who  lived  near 
Be er-la hai-roi.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of Abra ham’s  son Ish ma el,  whom 
Ha gar  the Egyp tian, Sar ah’s  slave,  bore  to Abra ham.  These  are  the 
 names  of Ish ma el’s  sons;  their  names ac cord ing  to  the fam i ly rec-
ords  are Ne ba ioth, Ish ma el’s first born,  then Ke dar, Ad be el, Mib-
sam, Mish ma, Du mah, Mas sa, Ha dad,  Tema, Je tur, Na phish,  and 
Ked e mah.  These  are Ish ma el’s  sons,  and  these  are  their  names 
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 by  their set tle ments  and encampments:  twelve lead ers  of  their 
 clans.  This  is  the  length  of Ish ma el’s  life:  137  years.  He  took  his  last 
 breath  and  died,  and  was gath ered  to  his peo ple.  And  they set tled 
 from Hav i lah  to  Shur,  which  is op po site  Egypt  as  you  go to ward 
As shur.  He  stayed  near  all  his rel a tives.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Isaac  son  of Abra ham. Abra-
ham fa thered  Isaac.  Isaac  was for ty  years  old  when  he  took  as  his 
 wife Re bek ah daugh ter  of Be thu el  the Ar a me an  from Paddan-ar-
am  and sis ter  of La ban  the Ar a me an.  Isaac  prayed  to  the  Lord 
 on be half  of  his  wife be cause  she  was child less.  The  Lord  was 
receptive  to  his  prayer,  and  his  wife Re bek ah con ceived.  But  the 
chil dren in side  her strug gled  with  each oth er,  and  she  said, “ Why 
 is  this hap pen ing  to  me? ”  So  she  went  to in quire  of  the  Lord.  And 
 the  Lord  said  to  her:
  Two nations are in your womb;
  two peoples will come from you and be separated.
  One people will be stronger than the other,
  and the older will serve the younger.

 When  her  time  came  to  give  birth,  there  were in deed  twins  in 
 her  womb.  The  first  one  came  out red-looking, cov ered  with  hair 
 like  a  fur  coat,  and  they  named  him  Esau. Af ter  this,  his broth er 
 came  out grasp ing  Esau’s  heel  with  his  hand.  So  he  was  named 
Ja cob.  Isaac  was six ty  years  old  when  they  were  born.

 When  the  boys  grew  up,  Esau be came  an ex pert hunt er,  an 
outdoorsman,  but Ja cob  was  a qui et  man  who  stayed  at  home. 
 Isaac  loved  Esau be cause  he  had  a  taste  for  wild  game,  but Re bek-
ah  loved Ja cob.

 Once  when Ja cob  was cook ing  a  stew,  Esau  came  in  from  the 
 field ex haust ed.  He  said  to Ja cob, “ Let  me  eat  some  of  that  red stuff, 
be cause  I’m ex haust ed.”  That  is  why  he  was  also  named  Edom.

Ja cob re plied, “ First  sell  me  your birth right.”
“ Look,”  said  Esau, “ I’m  about  to  die,  so  what  good  is  a birth-

right  to  me? ”
Ja cob  said, “ Swear  to  me  first.”  So  he  swore  to Ja cob  and  sold 

 his birth right  to  him.  Then Ja cob  gave  bread  and len til  stew  to 
 Esau;  he  ate,  drank,  got  up,  and  went  away.  So  Esau de spised  his 
birth right.

T here  was an oth er fam ine  in  the  land  in ad di tion  to  the  one 
 that  had oc curred  in Abra ham’s  time.  And  Isaac  went  to 

Abim e lech,  king  of  the Phi lis tines,  at Ge rar.  The  Lord ap peared  to 
 him  and  said, “ Do  not  go  down  to  Egypt.  Live  in  the  land  that  I  tell 
 you  about;  stay  in  this  land  as  an  alien,  and  I  will  be  with  you  and 
 bless  you.  For  I  will  give  all  these  lands  to  you  and  your off spring, 
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 and  I  will con firm  the  oath  that  I  swore  to  your fa ther Abra ham. 
 I  will  make  your off spring  as nu mer ous  as  the  stars  of  the  sky, 
 I  will  give  your off spring  all  these  lands,  and  all  the na tions  of 
 the  earth  will  be  blessed  by  your off spring, be cause Abra ham 
lis tened  to  me  and  kept  my mandate,  my com mands,  my stat utes, 
 and  my in struc tions.”  So  Isaac set tled  in Ge rar.

 When  the  men  of  the  place  asked  about  his  wife,  he  said, “ She 
 is  my sis ter,”  for  he  was  afraid  to  say “ my  wife,” think ing, “ The 
 men  of  the  place  will  kill  me  on ac count  of Re bek ah,  for  she  is 
 a beau ti ful wom an.”  When  Isaac  had  been  there  for  some  time, 
Abim e lech  king  of  the Phi lis tines  looked  down  from  the win dow 
 and  was sur prised  to  see  Isaac ca ress ing  his  wife Re bek ah.

Abim e lech  sent  for  Isaac  and  said, “ So  she  is real ly  your  wife! 
 How  could  you  say, ‘ She  is  my sis ter’? ”

 Isaac an swered  him, “Be cause  I  thought  I  might  die  on ac count 
 of  her.”

 Then Abim e lech  said, “ What  is  this  you’ve  done  to  us?  One  of 
 the peo ple  could eas i ly  have  slept  with  your  wife,  and  you  would 
 have  brought  guilt  on  us.”  So Abim e lech  warned  all  the peo ple, 
“Who  ev er  harms  this  man  or  his  wife  will cer tain ly  be  put  to 
 death.”

 Isaac  sowed  seed  in  that  land,  and  in  that  year  he  reaped 
 a hun dred  times  what  was  sown.  The  Lord  blessed  him,  and 
 the  man be came  rich  and  kept get ting rich er un til  he  was  very 
 wealthy.  He  had  flocks  of  sheep,  herds  of cat tle,  and  many  slaves, 
 and  the Phi lis tines  were en vi ous  of  him. Phi lis tines  stopped  up 
 all  the  wells  that  his fa ther’s ser vants  had  dug  in  the  days  of  his 
fa ther Abra ham, fill ing  them  with  dirt.  And Abim e lech  said  to 
 Isaac, “ Leave  us,  for  you  are  much  too pow er ful  for  us.”

 So  Isaac  left  there,  camped  in  the Ge rar Val ley,  and  lived  there. 
 Isaac re opened  the  wells  that  had  been  dug  in  the  days  of  his 
fa ther Abra ham  and  that  the Phi lis tines  had  stopped  up af ter 
Abra ham  died.  He  gave  them  the  same  names  his fa ther  had giv-
en  them.  Then  Isaac’s ser vants  dug  in  the val ley  and  found  a  well 
 of  spring wa ter  there.  But  the herds men  of Ge rar quar reled  with 
 Isaac’s herds men  and  said, “ The wa ter  is  ours! ”  So  he  named  the 
 well  Esek be cause  they ar gued  with  him.  Then  they  dug an oth er 
 well  and quar reled  over  that  one  also,  so  he  named  it Sit nah.  He 
 moved  from  there  and  dug an oth er,  and  they  did  not quar rel  over 
 it.  He  named  it Re ho both  and  said, “ For  now  the  Lord  has  made 
 space  for  us,  and  we  will  be fruit ful  in  the  land.”

 From  there  he  went  up  to Be er-she ba,  and  the  Lord ap peared 
 to  him  that  night  and  said, “ I  am  the  God  of  your fa ther Abra ham. 
 Do  not  be  afraid,  for  I  am  with  you.  I  will  bless  you  and mul ti ply 
 your off spring be cause  of  my ser vant Abra ham.”
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 So  he  built  an al tar  there,  called  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
 pitched  his  tent  there.  Isaac’s ser vants  also  dug  a  well  there.

 Now Abim e lech  came  to  him  from Ge rar  with Ahuz zath  his 
ad vis er  and Phi col  the com mand er  of  his  army.  Isaac  said  to 
 them, “ Why  have  you  come  to  me?  You hat ed  me  and  sent  me 
 away  from  you.”

 They re plied, “ We  have clear ly  seen  how  the  Lord  has  been 
 with  you.  We  think  there  should  be  an  oath be tween  two par ties  
—  be tween  us  and  you.  Let  us  make  a cov enant  with  you:  You  will 
 not  harm  us,  just  as  we  have  not  harmed  you  but  have  done  only 
 what  was  good  to  you, send ing  you  away  in  peace.  You  are  now 
 blessed  by  the  Lord.”

 So  he pre pared  a ban quet  for  them,  and  they  ate  and  drank. 
 They  got  up ear ly  in  the morn ing  and  swore  an  oath  to  each 
oth er.  Isaac  sent  them  on  their  way,  and  they  left  him  in  peace. 
 On  that  same  day  Isaac’s ser vants  came  to  tell  him  about  the  well 
 they  had  dug, say ing  to  him, “ We  have  found wa ter! ”  He  called  it 
She ba. There fore  the  name  of  the  city  is  still Be er-she ba to day.

 When  Esau  was for ty  years  old,  he  took  as  his  wives Ju dith 
daugh ter  of Be e ri  the Heth ite,  and Bas e math daugh ter  of  Elon  the 
Heth ite.  They  made  life bit ter  for  Isaac  and Re bek ah.

W hen  Isaac  was  old  and  his  eyes  were  so  weak  that  he  could 
 not  see,  he  called  his old er  son  Esau  and  said  to  him, “ My 

 son.”
 And  he an swered, “ Here  I  am.”
 He  said, “ Look,  I  am  old  and  do  not  know  the  day  of  my  death. 

 So  now  take  your hunt ing  gear,  your quiv er  and  bow,  and  go  out 
 in  the  field  to  hunt  some  game  for  me.  Then  make  me  a de li cious 
 meal  that  I  love  and  bring  it  to  me  to  eat,  so  that  I  can  bless  you 
be fore  I  die.”

 Now Re bek ah  was lis ten ing  to  what  Isaac  said  to  his  son  Esau. 
 So  while  Esau  went  to  the  field  to  hunt  some  game  to  bring  in, 
Re bek ah  said  to  her  son Ja cob, “Lis ten!  I  heard  your fa ther talk-
ing  with  your broth er  Esau.  He  said, ‘ Bring  me  game  and  make  a 
de li cious  meal  for  me  to  eat  so  that  I  can  bless  you  in  the  Lord’ s 
pres ence be fore  I  die.’  Now,  my  son, lis ten  to  me  and  do  what  I  tell 
 you.  Go  to  the  flock  and  bring  me  two  choice  young  goats,  and  I 
 will  make  them  into  a de li cious  meal  for  your fa ther  —   the  kind 
 he  loves.  Then  take  it  to  your fa ther  to  eat  so  that  he  may  bless 
 you be fore  he  dies.”

Ja cob an swered Re bek ah  his moth er, “ Look,  my broth er  Esau 
 is  a  hairy  man,  but  I  am  a  man  with  smooth  skin. Sup pose  my fa-
ther touch es  me.  Then  I  will  be re vealed  to  him  as  a de ceiv er  and 
 bring  a  curse rath er  than  a bless ing  on my self.”
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 His moth er  said  to  him, “ Your  curse  be  on  me,  my  son.  Just 
 obey  me  and  go  get  them  for  me.”

 So  he  went  and  got  the  goats  and  brought  them  to  his moth er, 
 and  his moth er  made  the de li cious  food  his fa ther  loved.  Then Re-
bek ah  took  the  best  clothes  of  her old er  son  Esau,  which  were  in 
 the  house,  and  had  her youn ger  son Ja cob  wear  them.  She  put  the 
 skins  of  the  young  goats  on  his  hands  and  the  smooth  part  of  his 
 neck.  Then  she hand ed  the de li cious  food  and  the  bread  she  had 
 made  to  her  son Ja cob.

 When  he  came  to  his fa ther,  he  said, “ My fa ther.”
 And  he an swered, “ Here  I  am.  Who  are  you,  my  son? ”
Ja cob re plied  to  his fa ther, “ I  am  Esau,  your first born.  I  have 

 done  as  you  told  me.  Please  sit  up  and  eat  some  of  my  game  so 
 that  you  may  bless  me.”

 But  Isaac  said  to  his  son, “ How  did  you  ever  find  it  so quick ly, 
 my  son? ”

 He re plied, “Be cause  the  Lord  your  God  made  it hap pen  for  me.”
 Then  Isaac  said  to Ja cob, “ Please  come clos er  so  I  can  touch 

 you,  my  son.  Are  you real ly  my  son  Esau  or  not? ”
 So Ja cob  came clos er  to  his fa ther  Isaac.  When  he  touched  him, 

 he  said, “ The  voice  is  the  voice  of Ja cob,  but  the  hands  are  the 
 hands  of  Esau.”  He  did  not rec og nize  him, be cause  his  hands  were 
 hairy  like  those  of  his broth er  Esau;  so  he  blessed  him.  Again  he 
 asked, “ Are  you real ly  my  son  Esau? ”

 And  he re plied, “ I  am.”
 Then  he  said, “ Bring  it clos er  to  me,  and  let  me  eat  some  of  my 

 son’s  game  so  that  I  can  bless  you.” Ja cob  brought  it clos er  to  him, 
 and  he  ate;  he  brought  him  wine,  and  he  drank.

 Then  his fa ther  Isaac  said  to  him, “ Please  come clos er  and 
 kiss  me,  my  son.”  So  he  came clos er  and  kissed  him.  When  Isaac 
 smelled  his  clothes,  he  blessed  him  and  said:
  Ah, the smell of my son
  is like the smell of a field
  that the Lord has blessed.

May God give to you —
  from the dew of the sky
  and from the richness of the land —
  an abundance of grain and new wine.

May peoples serve you
  and nations bow in worship to you.
  Be master over your relatives;
  may your mother’s sons bow in worship  

to you.
  Those who curse you will be cursed,
  and those who bless you will be blessed.
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 As  soon  as  Isaac  had fin ished bless ing Ja cob  and Ja cob  had  left 
 the pres ence  of  his fa ther  Isaac,  his broth er  Esau ar rived  from  his 
hunt ing.  He  had  also  made  some de li cious  food  and  brought  it  to 
 his fa ther.  He  said  to  his fa ther, “ Let  my fa ther  get  up  and  eat  some 
 of  his  son’s  game,  so  that  you  may  bless  me.”

 But  his fa ther  Isaac  said  to  him, “ Who  are  you? ”
 He an swered, “ I  am  Esau  your first born  son.”
 Isaac be gan  to trem ble un con trol la bly. “ Who  was  it  then,”  he 

 said, “ who hunt ed  game  and  brought  it  to  me?  I  ate  it  all be fore 
 you  came  in,  and  I  blessed  him. In deed,  he  will  be  blessed! ”

 When  Esau  heard  his fa ther’s  words,  he  cried  out  with  a  loud 
 and bit ter  cry  and  said  to  his fa ther, “ Bless  me  too,  my fa ther! ”

 But  he re plied, “ Your broth er  came de ceit ful ly  and  took  your 
bless ing.”

 So  he  said, “ Isn’t  he right ly  named Ja cob?  For  he  has cheat ed  me 
 twice  now.  He  took  my birth right,  and  look,  now  he  has tak en  my 
bless ing.”  Then  he  asked, “ Haven’t  you  saved  a bless ing  for  me? ”

 But  Isaac an swered  Esau, “ Look,  I  have  made  him  a mas ter 
 over  you,  have giv en  him  all  of  his rel a tives  as  his ser vants,  and 
 have sus tained  him  with  grain  and  new  wine.  What  then  can  I  do 
 for  you,  my  son? ”

 Esau  said  to  his fa ther, “ Do  you  have  only  one bless ing,  my fa-
ther?  Bless  me  too,  my fa ther! ”  And  Esau  wept loud ly.

 His fa ther  Isaac an swered  him,
  Look, your dwelling place will be
  away from the richness of the land,
  away from the dew of the sky above.

You will live by your sword,
  and you will serve your brother.
  But when you rebel,
  you will break his yoke from your neck.

 Esau  held  a  grudge  against Ja cob be cause  of  the bless ing  his 
fa ther  had giv en  him.  And  Esau de ter mined  in  his  heart: “ The 
 days  of mourn ing  for  my fa ther  are ap proach ing;  then  I  will  kill 
 my broth er Ja cob.”

 When  the  words  of  her old er  son  Esau  were re port ed  to Re-
bek ah,  she sum moned  her youn ger  son Ja cob  and  said  to  him, 
“Lis ten,  your broth er  Esau  is con sol ing him self  by plan ning  to 
 kill  you.  So  now,  my  son, lis ten  to  me.  Flee  at  once  to  my broth-
er La ban  in Ha ran,  and  stay  with  him  for  a  few  days un til  your 
broth er’s an ger sub sides — un til  your broth er’s  rage  turns  away 
 from  you  and  he for gets  what  you  have  done  to  him.  Then  I  will 
 send  for  you  and  bring  you  back  from  there.  Why  should  I  lose 
 you  both  in  one  day? ”
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 So Re bek ah  said  to  Isaac, “ I’m  sick  of  my  life be cause  of  these 
Heth ite  girls.  If Ja cob mar ries some one  from  around  here,  like 
 these Heth ite  girls,  what  good  is  my  life? ”

s o  Isaac sum moned Ja cob,  blessed  him,  and com mand ed  him, 
“ Do  not mar ry  a Ca naan ite  girl.  Go  at  once  to Paddan-aram, 

 to  the  house  of Be thu el,  your moth er’s fa ther. Mar ry  one  of  the 
daugh ters  of La ban,  your moth er’s broth er.  May  God Al mighty 
 bless  you  and  make  you fruit ful  and mul ti ply  you  so  that  you 
be come  an as sem bly  of peo ples.  May  God  give  you  and  your off-
spring  the bless ing  of Abra ham  so  that  you  may pos sess  the  land 
 where  you  live  as  a for eign er,  the  land  God  gave  to Abra ham.”  So 
 Isaac  sent Ja cob  to Paddan-aram,  to La ban  son  of Be thu el  the Ar-
a me an,  the broth er  of Re bek ah,  the moth er  of Ja cob  and  Esau.

 Esau no ticed  that  Isaac  blessed Ja cob  and  sent  him  to Paddan- 
aram  to  get  a  wife  there.  When  he  blessed  him,  Isaac com mand ed 
Ja cob, “ Do  not mar ry  a Ca naan ite  girl.”  And Ja cob lis tened  to  his 
fa ther  and moth er  and  went  to Paddan-aram.  Esau re al ized  that 
 his fa ther  Isaac disapproved  of  the Ca naan ite wom en,  so  Esau 
 went  to Ish ma el  and mar ried,  in ad di tion  to  his oth er  wives, Ma-
ha lath daugh ter  of Ish ma el, Abra ham’s  son.  She  was  the sis ter  of 
Ne ba ioth.

Ja cob  left Be er-she ba  and  went to ward Ha ran.  He  reached  a 
cer tain  place  and  spent  the  night  there be cause  the  sun  had  set. 
 He  took  one  of  the  stones  from  the  place,  put  it  there  at  his  head, 
 and  lay  down  in  that  place.  And  he  dreamed:  A stair way  was  set 
 on  the  ground  with  its  top reach ing  the  sky,  and  God’s an gels  were 
go ing  up  and  down  on  it.  The  Lord  was stand ing  there be side  him, 
say ing, “ I  am  the  Lord,  the  God  of  your fa ther Abra ham  and  the 
 God  of  Isaac.  I  will  give  you  and  your off spring  the  land  on  which 
 you  are ly ing.  Your off spring  will  be  like  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and 
 you  will  spread  out to ward  the  west,  the  east,  the  north,  and  the 
 south.  All  the peo ples  on  earth  will  be  blessed  through  you  and 
 your off spring.  Look,  I  am  with  you  and  will  watch  over  you wher-
ev er  you  go.  I  will  bring  you  back  to  this  land,  for  I  will  not  leave 
 you un til  I  have  done  what  I  have prom ised  you.”

 When Ja cob  awoke  from  his  sleep,  he  said, “Sure ly  the  Lord  is 
 in  this  place,  and  I  did  not  know  it.”  He  was  afraid  and  said, “ What 
 an awe some  place  this  is!  This  is  none oth er  than  the  house  of 
 God.  This  is  the  gate  of heav en.”

Ear ly  in  the morn ing Ja cob  took  the  stone  that  was  near  his 
 head  and  set  it  up  as  a mark er.  He  poured  oil  on  top  of  it  and 
 named  the  place Beth el,  though pre vi ous ly  the  city  was  named 
 Luz.  Then Ja cob  made  a  vow: “ If  God  will  be  with  me  and  watch 
 over  me dur ing  this jour ney  I’m mak ing,  if  he pro vides  me  with 
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 food  to  eat  and cloth ing  to  wear,  and  if  I re turn safe ly  to  my fa-
ther’s fam i ly,  then  the  Lord  will  be  my  God.  This  stone  that  I  have 
 set  up  as  a mark er  will  be  God’s  house,  and  I  will  give  to  you  a 
 tenth  of  all  that  you  give  me.”

J a cob resumed  his jour ney  and  went  to  the east ern coun try.  He 
 looked  and  saw  a  well  in  a  field.  Three  flocks  of  sheep  were 

ly ing  there be side  it be cause  the  sheep  were wa tered  from  this 
 well.  But  a  large  stone cov ered  the open ing  of  the  well.  The shep-
herds  would  roll  the  stone  from  the open ing  of  the  well  and wa-
ter  the  sheep  when  all  the  flocks  were gath ered  there.  Then  they 
 would re turn  the  stone  to  its  place  over  the  well’s open ing.

Ja cob  asked  the  men  at  the  well, “ My broth ers!  Where  are  you 
 from? ”

“ We’re  from Ha ran,”  they an swered.
“ Do  you  know La ban grand son  of Na hor? ” Ja cob  asked  them.
 They an swered, “ We  know  him.”
“ Is  he  well? ” Ja cob  asked.
“ Yes,”  they  said, “ and  here  is  his daugh ter Ra chel, com ing  with 

 his  sheep.”
 Then Ja cob  said, “ Look,  it  is  still  broad day light.  It’s  not  time  for 

 the an i mals  to  be gath ered. Wa ter  the  flock,  then  go  out  and  let 
 them  graze.”

 But  they re plied, “ We  can’t un til  all  the  flocks  have  been gath-
ered  and  the  stone  is  rolled  from  the  well’s open ing.  Then  we  will 
wa ter  the  sheep.”

 While  he  was  still speak ing  with  them, Ra chel  came  with  her 
fa ther’s  sheep,  for  she  was  a shep herd ess.  As  soon  as Ja cob  saw 
 his un cle La ban’s daugh ter Ra chel  with  his  sheep,  he  went  up  and 
 rolled  the  stone  from  the open ing  and wa tered  his un cle La ban’s 
 sheep.  Then Ja cob  kissed Ra chel  and  wept loud ly.  He  told Ra chel 
 that  he  was  her fa ther’s rel a tive, Re bek ah’s  son.  She  ran  and  told 
 her fa ther.

 When La ban  heard  the  news  about  his sis ter’s  son Ja cob,  he 
 ran  to  meet  him, hugged  him,  and  kissed  him.  Then  he  took  him 
 to  his  house,  and Ja cob  told  him  all  that  had hap pened.

La ban  said  to  him, “ Yes,  you  are  my  own  flesh  and  blood.”
Af ter Ja cob  had  stayed  with  him  a  month, La ban  said  to  him, 

“ Just be cause  you’re  my rel a tive,  should  you  work  for  me  for 
noth ing?  Tell  me  what  your wag es  should  be.”

 Now La ban  had  two daugh ters:  the old er  was  named  Leah,  and 
 the youn ger  was  named Ra chel.  Leah  had ten der  eyes,  but Ra chel 
 was shapely  and beau ti ful. Ja cob  loved Ra chel,  so  he an swered 
La ban, “ I’ll  work  for  you sev en  years  for  your youn ger daugh ter 
Ra chel.”
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La ban re plied, “Bet ter  that  I  give  her  to  you  than  to  some oth er 
 man.  Stay  with  me.”  So Ja cob  worked sev en  years  for Ra chel,  and 
 they  seemed  like  only  a  few  days  to  him be cause  of  his  love  for  her.

 Then Ja cob  said  to La ban, “ Since  my  time  is com plete,  give  me 
 my  wife,  so  I  can  sleep  with  her.”  So La ban in vit ed  all  the  men  of 
 the  place  and sponsored  a  feast.  That eve ning, La ban  took  his 
daugh ter  Leah  and  gave  her  to Ja cob,  and  he  slept  with  her.  And 
La ban  gave  his  slave Zil pah  to  his daugh ter  Leah  as  her  slave.

 When morn ing  came,  there  was  Leah!  So  he  said  to La ban, 
“ What  is  this  you  have  done  to  me?  Wasn’t  it  for Ra chel  that  I 
 worked  for  you?  Why  have  you de ceived  me? ”

La ban an swered, “ It  is  not  the cus tom  in  this  place  to  give  the 
youn ger daugh ter  in mar riage be fore  the first born. Com plete  this 
 week  of wed ding cel e bra tion,  and  we  will  also  give  you  this youn-
ger  one  in re turn  for work ing  yet an oth er sev en  years  for  me.”

 And Ja cob  did  just  that.  He fin ished  the  week  of cel e bra tion, 
 and La ban  gave  him  his daugh ter Ra chel  as  his  wife.  And La ban 
 gave  his  slave Bil hah  to  his daugh ter Ra chel  as  her  slave. Ja cob 
 slept  with Ra chel  also,  and in deed,  he  loved Ra chel  more  than 
 Leah.  And  he  worked  for La ban an oth er sev en  years.

 When  the  Lord  saw  that  Leah  was un loved,  he  opened  her 
 womb;  but Ra chel  was un able  to con ceive.  Leah con ceived,  gave 
 birth  to  a  son,  and  named  him Reu ben,  for  she  said, “ The  Lord  has 
 seen  my affliction; sure ly  my hus band  will  love  me  now.”

 She con ceived  again,  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  said, “ The  Lord 
 heard  that  I  am un loved  and  has giv en  me  this  son  also.”  So  she 
 named  him Sim e on.

 She con ceived  again,  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  said, “ At  last,  my 
hus band  will be come at tached  to  me be cause  I  have  borne  three 
 sons  for  him.” There fore  he  was  named  Levi.

 And  she con ceived  again,  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  said, “ This 
 time  I  will  praise  the  Lord.” There fore  she  named  him Ju dah. 
 Then  Leah  stopped hav ing chil dren.

W hen Ra chel  saw  that  she  was  not bear ing Ja cob  any chil-
dren,  she en vied  her sis ter. “ Give  me  sons,  or  I  will  die! ”  she 

 said  to Ja cob.
Ja cob be came an gry  with Ra chel  and  said, “ Am  I  in  God’s  place, 

 who  has with held off spring  from  you? ”
 Then  she  said, “ Here  is  my  maid Bil hah.  Go  sleep  with  her,  and 

she’ll  bear chil dren  for  me  so  that  through  her  I  too  can  build  a 
fam i ly.”  So Ra chel  gave  her  slave Bil hah  to Ja cob  as  a  wife,  and 
 he  slept  with  her. Bil hah con ceived  and  bore Ja cob  a  son. Ra chel 
 said, “ God  has vin di cat ed  me;  yes,  he  has  heard  me  and giv en  me 
 a  son,”  so  she  named  him  Dan.
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Ra chel’s  slave Bil hah con ceived  again  and  bore Ja cob  a sec ond 
 son. Ra chel  said, “ In  my wres tlings  with  God,  I  have wres tled  with 
 my sis ter  and  won,”  and  she  named  him Naph ta li.

 When  Leah  saw  that  she  had  stopped hav ing chil dren,  she 
 took  her  slave Zil pah  and  gave  her  to Ja cob  as  a  wife.  Leah’s  slave 
Zil pah  bore Ja cob  a  son.  Then  Leah  said, “ What  good for tune! ” 
 and  she  named  him  Gad.

 When  Leah’s  slave Zil pah  bore Ja cob  a sec ond  son,  Leah  said, “ I 
 am hap py  that  the wom en  call  me hap py,”  so  she  named  him Ash er.

Reu ben  went  out dur ing  the  wheat har vest  and  found  some 
man drakes  in  the  field.  When  he  brought  them  to  his moth er 
 Leah, Ra chel  asked, “ Please  give  me  some  of  your  son’s man-
drakes.”

 But  Leah re plied  to  her, “ Isn’t  it  enough  that  you  have tak en  my 
hus band?  Now  you  also  want  to  take  my  son’s man drakes? ”

“ Well  then,” Ra chel  said, “ he  can  sleep  with  you to night  in ex-
change  for  your  son’s man drakes.”

 When Ja cob  came  in  from  the  field  that eve ning,  Leah  went 
 out  to  meet  him  and  said, “ You  must  come  with  me,  for  I  have 
 hired  you  with  my  son’s man drakes.”  So Ja cob  slept  with  her  that 
 night.

 God lis tened  to  Leah,  and  she con ceived  and  bore Ja cob  a  fifth 
 son.  Leah  said, “ God  has re ward ed  me  for giv ing  my  slave  to  my 
hus band,”  and  she  named  him Is sa char.

 Then  Leah con ceived  again  and  bore Ja cob  a  sixth  son. “ God 
 has giv en  me  a  good  gift,”  Leah  said. “ This  time  my hus band  will 
hon or  me be cause  I  have  borne  six  sons  for  him,”  and  she  named 
 him Zeb u lun. Lat er,  Leah  bore  a daugh ter  and  named  her Di nah.

 Then  God re mem bered Ra chel.  He lis tened  to  her  and  opened 
 her  womb.  She con ceived  and  bore  a  son,  and  she  said, “ God  has 
tak en  away  my dis grace.”  She  named  him Jo seph  and  said, “ May 
 the  Lord  add an oth er  son  to  me.”

Af ter Ra chel  gave  birth  to Jo seph, Ja cob  said  to La ban, “ Send 
 me  on  my  way  so  that  I  can re turn  to  my home land.  Give  me  my 
 wives  and  my chil dren  that  I  have  worked  for,  and  let  me  go.  You 
 know  how  hard  I  have  worked  for  you.”

 But La ban  said  to  him, “ If  I  have  found fa vor  with  you,  stay.  I 
 have  learned  by div i na tion  that  the  Lord  has  blessed  me be cause 
 of  you.”  Then La ban  said, “ Name  your wag es,  and  I  will  pay  them.”

 So Ja cob  said  to  him, “ You  know  how  I  have  served  you  and 
 how  your  herds  have  fared  with  me.  For  you  had  very lit tle be fore 
 I  came,  but  now  your  wealth  has in creased.  The  Lord  has  blessed 
 you be cause  of  me.  And  now,  when  will  I  also  do some thing  for 
 my  own fam i ly? ”

La ban  asked, “ What  should  I  give  you? ”
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 And Ja cob  said, “ You  don’t  need  to  give  me any thing.  If  you 
 do  this  one  thing  for  me,  I  will con tin ue  to shep herd  and  keep 
 your  flock.  Let  me  go  through  all  your  sheep to day  and re move 
ev ery  sheep  that  is speck led  or spot ted, ev ery dark-colored  sheep 
 among  the  lambs,  and  the spot ted  and speck led  among  the fe-
male  goats.  Such  will  be  my wag es.  In  the fu ture  when  you  come 
 to  check  on  my wag es,  my hon es ty  will tes ti fy  for  me.  If  I  have  any 
fe male  goats  that  are  not speck led  or spot ted,  or  any  lambs  that 
 are  not  black,  they  will  be con sid ered sto len.”

“ Good,”  said La ban. “ Let  it  be  as  you  have  said.”
 That  day La ban re moved  the  streaked  and spot ted  male  goats 

 and  all  the speck led  and spot ted fe male  goats  —  ev ery  one  that 
 had  any  white  on  it  —   and ev ery dark-colored  one  among  the 
 lambs,  and  he  placed  his  sons  in  charge  of  them.  He  put  a three-
day jour ney be tween him self  and Ja cob. Ja cob, mean while,  was 
shepherding  the  rest  of La ban’s  flock.

Ja cob  then  took branch es  of  fresh pop lar, al mond,  and  plane 
 wood,  and  peeled  the  bark, ex pos ing  white  stripes  on  the branch-
es.  He  set  the  peeled branch es  in  the  troughs  in  front  of  the  sheep  
—   in  the wa ter chan nels  where  the  sheep  came  to  drink.  And  the 
 sheep  bred  when  they  came  to  drink.  The  flocks  bred  in  front  of 
 the branch es  and  bore  streaked, speck led,  and spot ted  young. 
Ja cob sep a rat ed  the  lambs  and  made  the  flocks  face  the  streaked 
 sheep  and  the com plete ly  dark  sheep  in La ban’s  flocks.  Then  he 
 set  his  own  stock  apart  and  didn’t  put  them  with La ban’s  sheep.

When ev er  the stron ger  of  the  flock  were breed ing, Ja cob 
 placed  the branch es  in  the  troughs,  in  full  view  of  the  flocks,  and 
 they  would  breed  in  front  of  the branch es.  As  for  the weak lings 
 of  the  flocks,  he  did  not  put  out  the branch es.  So  it  turned  out  that 
 the  weak  sheep be longed  to La ban  and  the stron ger  ones  to Ja-
cob.  And  the  man be came  very  rich.  He  had  many  flocks, fe male 
 and  male  slaves,  and cam els  and don keys.

n ow Ja cob  heard  what La ban’s  sons  were say ing: “Ja cob  has 
tak en  all  that  was  our fa ther’s  and  has  built  this  wealth  from 

 what be longed  to  our fa ther.”  And Ja cob  saw  from La ban’s  face 
 that  his at ti tude to ward  him  was  not  the  same  as be fore.

 The  Lord  said  to  him, “ Go  back  to  the  land  of  your fa thers  and 
 to  your fam i ly,  and  I  will  be  with  you.”

Ja cob  had Ra chel  and  Leah  called  to  the  field  where  his  flocks 
 were.  He  said  to  them, “ I  can  see  from  your fa ther’s  face  that  his 
at ti tude to ward  me  is  not  the  same  as be fore,  but  the  God  of  my 
fa ther  has  been  with  me.  You  know  that  with  all  my  strength  I 
 have  served  your fa ther  and  that  he  has cheat ed  me  and  changed 
 my wag es  ten  times.  But  God  has  not  let  him  harm  me.  If  he  said, 
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‘ The spot ted  sheep  will  be  your wag es,’  then  all  the  sheep  were 
 born spot ted.  If  he  said, ‘ The  streaked  sheep  will  be  your wag es,’ 
 then  all  the  sheep  were  born  streaked.  God  has tak en  away  your 
fa ther’s  herds  and giv en  them  to  me.

“ When  the  flocks  were breed ing,  I  saw  in  a  dream  that  the 
 streaked, spot ted,  and speck led  males  were mat ing  with  the 
fe males.  In  that  dream  the an gel  of  God  said  to  me, ‘Ja cob! ’  and  I 
 said, ‘ Here  I  am.’  And  he  said, ‘ Look  up  and  see:  all  the  males  that 
 are mat ing  with  the  flocks  are  streaked, spot ted,  and speck led, 
 for  I  have  seen  all  that La ban  has  been do ing  to  you.  I  am  the  God 
 of Beth el,  where  you  poured  oil  on  the  stone mark er  and  made 
 a sol emn  vow  to  me.  Get  up,  leave  this  land,  and re turn  to  your 
na tive  land.’ ”

 Then Ra chel  and  Leah an swered  him, “ Do  we  have  any por tion 
 or in her i tance  in  our fa ther’s fam i ly?  Are  we  not re gard ed  by  him 
 as out sid ers?  For  he  has  sold  us  and  has cer tain ly  spent  our pur-
chase  price.  In  fact,  all  the  wealth  that  God  has tak en  away  from 
 our fa ther be longs  to  us  and  to  our chil dren.  So  do what ev er  God 
 has  said  to  you.”

 So Ja cob  got  up  and  put  his chil dren  and  wives  on  the cam-
els.  He  took  all  the live stock  and pos ses sions  he  had ac quired  in 
Paddan-aram,  and  he  drove  his  herds  to  go  to  the  land  of Ca naan, 
 to  his fa ther  Isaac.  When La ban  had  gone  to shear  his  sheep, Ra-
chel  stole  her fa ther’s house hold  idols.  And Ja cob de ceived La ban 
 the Ar a me an,  not tell ing  him  that  he  was flee ing.  He  fled  with  all 
 his pos ses sions,  crossed  the Eu phra tes,  and head ed  for  the  hill 
coun try  of Gil e ad.

 On  the  third  day La ban  was  told  that Ja cob  had  fled.  So  he  took 
 his rel a tives  with  him, pur sued Ja cob  for sev en  days,  and over-
took  him  in  the  hill coun try  of Gil e ad.  But  God  came  to La ban  the 
Ar a me an  in  a  dream  at  night. “ Watch your self! ”  God  warned  him. 
“ Don’t  say any thing  to Ja cob, ei ther  good  or  bad.”

 When La ban over took Ja cob, Ja cob  had  pitched  his  tent  in 
 the  hill coun try,  and La ban  and  his rel a tives  also  pitched  their 
 tents  in  the  hill coun try  of Gil e ad. La ban  said  to Ja cob, “ What 
 have  you  done?  You  have de ceived  me  and tak en  my daugh ters 
 away  like pris on ers  of  war!  Why  did  you se cret ly  flee  from  me, 
de ceive  me,  and  not  tell  me?  I  would  have  sent  you  away  with 
 joy  and sing ing,  with tam bou rines  and  lyres,  but  you  didn’t 
 even  let  me  kiss  my grand chil dren  and  my daugh ters.  You  have 
act ed fool ish ly.  I  could  do  you  great  harm,  but  last  night  the  God 
 of  your fa ther  said  to  me: ‘ Watch your self!  Don’t  say any thing 
 to Ja cob, ei ther  good  or  bad.’  Now  you  have  gone  off be cause 
 you  long  for  your fa ther’s fam i ly  —   but  why  have  you sto len  my 
 gods? ”
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Ja cob an swered, “ I  was  afraid,  for  I  thought  you  would  take 
 your daugh ters  from  me  by  force.  If  you  find  your  gods  with any-
one  here,  he  will  not  live! Be fore  our rel a tives,  point  out any thing 
 that  is  yours  and  take  it.” Ja cob  did  not  know  that Ra chel  had 
sto len  the  idols.

 So La ban  went  into Ja cob’s  tent,  Leah’s  tent,  and  the  tents  of 
 the  two con cu bines,  but  he  found noth ing.  When  he  left  Leah’s 
 tent,  he  went  into Ra chel’s  tent.  Now Ra chel  had tak en La ban’s 
house hold  idols,  put  them  in  the saddlebag  of  the cam el,  and  sat 
 on  them. La ban  searched  the  whole  tent  but  found noth ing.

 She  said  to  her fa ther, “ Don’t  be an gry,  my  lord,  that  I can not 
 stand  up  in  your pres ence;  I  am hav ing  my pe ri od.”  So La ban 
 searched,  but  could  not  find  the house hold  idols.

 Then Ja cob be came in censed  and  brought charg es  against 
 La ban. “ What  is  my  crime? ”  he  said  to La ban. “ What  is  my  sin,  that 
 you  have pur sued  me?  You’ve  searched  all  my pos ses sions!  Have 
 you  found any thing  of  yours?  Put  it  here be fore  my rel a tives  and 
 yours,  and  let  them de cide be tween  the  two  of  us.  I’ve  been  with 
 you  these twen ty  years.  Your  ewes  and fe male  goats  have  not 
mis car ried,  and  I  have  not eat en  the  rams  from  your  flock.  I  did 
 not  bring  you  any  of  the  flock  torn  by  wild  beasts;  I my self  bore 
 the  loss.  You de mand ed pay ment  from  me  for  what  was sto len  by 
 day  or  by  night.  There  I  was  —   the  heat con sumed  me  by  day  and 
 the  frost  by  night,  and  sleep  fled  from  my  eyes.  For twen ty  years 
 in  your house hold  I  served  you  —  four teen  years  for  your  two 
daugh ters  and  six  years  for  your  flocks  —   and  you  have  changed 
 my wag es  ten  times!  If  the  God  of  my fa ther,  the  God  of Abra ham, 
 the  Fear  of  Isaac,  had  not  been  with  me, cer tain ly  now  you  would 
 have  sent  me  off empty-handed.  But  God  has  seen  my affliction 
 and  my  hard  work,  and  he is sued  his ver dict  last  night.”

 Then La ban an swered Ja cob, “ The daugh ters  are  my daugh-
ters;  the  sons,  my  sons;  and  the  flocks,  my  flocks! Ev ery thing  you 
 see  is  mine!  But  what  can  I  do to day  for  these daugh ters  of  mine 
 or  for  the chil dren  they  have  borne?  Come  now,  let’s  make  a cov-
enant,  you  and  I.  Let  it  be  a wit ness be tween  the  two  of  us.”

 So Ja cob  picked  out  a  stone  and  set  it  up  as  a mark er.  Then 
Ja cob  said  to  his rel a tives, “Gath er  stones.”  And  they  took  stones 
 and  made  a  mound,  then  ate  there  by  the  mound. La ban  named 
 the  mound Jegar-sahadutha,  but Ja cob  named  it Gal e ed.

 Then La ban  said, “ This  mound  is  a wit ness be tween  you  and 
 me to day.” There fore  the  place  was  called Gal e ed  and  also Miz pah, 
 for  he  said, “ May  the  Lord  watch be tween  you  and  me  when  we 
 are  out  of  each oth er’s  sight.  If  you mis treat  my daugh ters  or  take 
oth er  wives,  though  no  one  is  with  us, un der stand  that  God  will 
 be  a wit ness be tween  you  and  me.” La ban  also  said  to Ja cob, “ Look 
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 at  this  mound  and  the mark er  I  have  set  up be tween  you  and  me. 
 This  mound  is  a wit ness  and  the mark er  is  a wit ness  that  I  will 
 not  pass be yond  this  mound  to  you,  and  you  will  not  pass be yond 
 this  mound  and  this mark er  to  do  me  harm.  The  God  of Abra ham, 
 and  the  gods  of Na hor  —   the  gods  of  their fa ther  —   will  judge 
be tween  us.”  And Ja cob  swore  by  the  Fear  of  his fa ther  Isaac.  Then 
Ja cob off ered  a sac ri fice  on  the moun tain  and in vit ed  his rel a tives 
 to  eat  a  meal.  So  they  ate  a  meal  and  spent  the  night  on  the moun-
tain. La ban  got  up ear ly  in  the morn ing,  kissed  his grand chil dren 
 and daugh ters,  and  blessed  them.  Then La ban  left  to re turn  home.

J a cob  went  on  his  way,  and  God’s an gels  met  him.  When  he  saw 
 them, Ja cob  said, “ This  is  God’s  camp.”  So  he  called  that  place 

Ma ha na im.
Ja cob  sent mes sen gers  ahead  of  him  to  his broth er  Esau  in  the 

 land  of  Seir,  the ter ri to ry  of  Edom.  He com mand ed  them, “ You 
 are  to  say  to  my  lord  Esau, ‘ This  is  what  your ser vant Ja cob  says. 
 I  have  been stay ing  with La ban  and  have  been de layed un til  now. 
 I  have  oxen, don keys,  flocks,  and  male  and fe male  slaves.  I  have 
 sent  this mes sage  to in form  my  lord,  in or der  to  seek  your fa vor.’ ”

 When  the mes sen gers re turned  to Ja cob,  they  said, “ We  went 
 to  your broth er  Esau;  he  is com ing  to  meet  you  —   and  he  has  four 
hun dred  men  with  him.” Ja cob  was great ly  afraid  and dis tressed; 
 he di vid ed  the peo ple  with  him  into  two  camps,  along  with  the 
 flocks,  herds,  and cam els.  He  thought, “ If  Esau  comes  to  one 
 camp  and at tacks  it,  the re main ing  one  can es cape.”

 Then Ja cob  said, “ God  of  my fa ther Abra ham  and  God  of  my 
fa ther  Isaac,  the  Lord  who  said  to  me, ‘ Go  back  to  your  land  and 
 to  your fam i ly,  and  I  will  cause  you  to pros per,’  I  am un wor thy  of 
 all  the kind ness  and faith ful ness  you  have  shown  your ser vant. 
In deed,  I  crossed  over  the Jor dan  with  my  staff,  and  now  I  have 
be come  two  camps.  Please res cue  me  from  my broth er  Esau,  for 
 I  am  afraid  of  him; oth er wise,  he  may  come  and at tack  me,  the 
moth ers,  and  their chil dren.  You  have  said, ‘ I  will  cause  you  to 
pros per,  and  I  will  make  your off spring  like  the  sand  of  the  sea, 
 too nu mer ous  to  be count ed.’ ”

 He  spent  the  night  there  and  took  part  of  what  he  had  brought 
 with  him  as  a  gift  for  his broth er  Esau:  two hun dred fe male  goats, 
twen ty  male  goats,  two hun dred  ewes, twen ty  rams, thir ty  milk 
cam els  with  their  young, for ty  cows,  ten  bulls, twen ty fe male 
don keys,  and  ten  male don keys.  He en trust ed  them  to  his  slaves 
 as sep a rate  herds  and  said  to  them, “ Go  on  ahead  of  me,  and  leave 
 some dis tance be tween  the  herds.”

 And  he  told  the  first  one: “ When  my broth er  Esau  meets  you 
 and  asks, ‘ Who  do  you be long  to?  Where  are  you go ing?  And 
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 whose an i mals  are  these  ahead  of  you? ’  then  tell  him, ‘ They be-
long  to  your ser vant Ja cob.  They  are  a  gift  sent  to  my  lord  Esau. 
 And  look,  he  is be hind  us.’ ”

 He  also  told  the sec ond  one,  the  third,  and ev ery one  who  was 
walk ing be hind  the an i mals, “ Say  the  same  thing  to  Esau  when 
 you  find  him.  You  are  also  to  say, ‘ Look,  your ser vant Ja cob  is 
 right be hind  us.’ ”  For  he  thought, “ I  want  to ap pease  Esau  with 
 the  gift  that  is go ing  ahead  of  me. Af ter  that,  I  can  face  him,  and 
per haps  he  will for give  me.”

 So  the  gift  was  sent  on  ahead  of  him  while  he re mained  in  the 
 camp  that  night. Dur ing  the  night Ja cob  got  up  and  took  his  two 
 wives,  his  two  slave wom en,  and  his elev en  sons,  and  crossed  the 
 ford  of Jab bok.  He  took  them  and  sent  them  across  the  stream, 
 along  with  all  his pos ses sions.

Ja cob  was  left  alone,  and  a  man wres tled  with  him un til day-
break.  When  the  man  saw  that  he  could  not de feat  him,  he  struck 
Ja cob’s  hip sock et  as  they wres tled  and dislocated  his  hip.  Then 
 he  said  to Ja cob, “ Let  me  go,  for  it  is day break.”

 But Ja cob  said, “ I  will  not  let  you  go un less  you  bless  me.”
“ What  is  your  name? ”  the  man  asked.
“Ja cob,”  he re plied.
“ Your  name  will  no lon ger  be Ja cob,”  he  said. “ It  will  be Is ra el 

be cause  you  have strug gled  with  God  and  with  men  and  have 
pre vailed.”

 Then Ja cob  asked  him, “ Please  tell  me  your  name.”
 But  he an swered, “ Why  do  you  ask  my  name? ”  And  he  blessed 

 him  there.
Ja cob  then  named  the  place Pe ni el, “ For  I  have  seen  God  face 

 to  face,”  he  said, “ yet  my  life  has  been  spared.”  The  sun  shone  on 
 him  as  he  passed  by Pe nu el  —  limp ing be cause  of  his  hip.  That  is 
 why,  still to day,  the Is ra el ites  don’t  eat  the  thigh muscle  that  is  at 
 the  hip sock et: be cause  he  struck Ja cob’s  hip sock et  at  the  thigh 
muscle.

n ow Ja cob  looked  up  and  saw  Esau com ing to ward  him  with 
 four hun dred  men.  So  he di vid ed  the chil dren  among  Leah, 

Ra chel,  and  the  two  slave wom en.  He  put  the  slaves  and  their 
chil dren  first,  Leah  and  her chil dren  next,  and Ra chel  and Jo seph 
 last.  He him self  went  on  ahead  and  bowed  to  the  ground sev en 
 times un til  he ap proached  his broth er.

 But  Esau  ran  to  meet  him, hugged  him,  threw  his  arms  around 
 him,  and  kissed  him.  Then  they  wept.  When  Esau  looked  up  and 
 saw  the wom en  and chil dren,  he  asked, “ Who  are  these  with  you? ”

 He an swered, “ The chil dren  God  has gra cious ly giv en  your 
ser vant.”  Then  the  slaves  and  their chil dren ap proached  him  and 
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 bowed  down.  Leah  and  her chil dren  also ap proached  and  bowed 
 down,  and  then Jo seph  and Ra chel ap proached  and  bowed  down.

 So  Esau  said, “ What  do  you  mean  by  this  whole pro ces sion   
I  met? ”

“ To  find fa vor  with  you,  my  lord,”  he an swered.
“ I  have  enough,  my broth er,”  Esau re plied. “ Keep  what  you  have.”
 But Ja cob  said, “ No,  please!  If  I  have  found fa vor  with  you,  take 

 this  gift  from  me.  For in deed,  I  have  seen  your  face,  and  it  is  like 
see ing  God’s  face,  since  you  have ac cept ed  me.  Please  take  my 
pre sent  that  was  brought  to  you, be cause  God  has  been gra cious 
 to  me  and  I  have ev ery thing  I  need.”  So Ja cob  urged  him un til  he 
ac cept ed.

 Then  Esau  said, “ Let’s  move  on,  and  I’ll  go  ahead  of  you.”
Ja cob re plied, “ My  lord  knows  that  the chil dren  are  weak,  and 

 I  have nurs ing  flocks  and  herds.  If  they  are driv en  hard  for  one 
 day,  the  whole  herd  will  die.  Let  my  lord  go  ahead  of  his ser vant. 
 I  will con tin ue  on slow ly,  at  a  pace suited  to  the live stock  and  the 
chil dren, un til  I  come  to  my  lord  at  Seir.”

 Esau  said, “ Let  me  leave  some  of  my peo ple  with  you.”
 But  he re plied, “ Why  do  that?  Please in dulge  me,  my  lord.”
 That  day  Esau start ed  on  his  way  back  to  Seir,  but Ja cob  went 

 to Suc coth.  He  built  a  house  for him self  and shel ters  for  his live-
stock;  that  is  why  the  place  was  called Suc coth.

Af ter Ja cob  came  from Paddan-aram,  he ar rived safe ly  at She-
chem  in  the  land  of Ca naan  and  camped  in  front  of  the  city.  He 
pur chased  a sec tion  of  the  field  where  he  had  pitched  his  tent  from 
 the  sons  of Ha mor, She chem’s fa ther,  for  a hun dred  pieces  of sil ver. 
 And  he  set  up  an al tar  there  and  called  it  God,  the  God  of Is ra el.

L eah’s daugh ter Di nah,  whom  Leah  bore  to Ja cob,  went  out  to 
 see  some  of  the  young wom en  of  the  area.  When She chem  —  

 son  of Ha mor  the Hi vite,  who  was  the region’s chieftain  —   saw 
 her,  he  took  her  and  raped  her.  He be came infatuated  with Ja cob’s 
daugh ter Di nah.  He  loved  the  young  girl  and  spoke ten der ly  to 
 her. “ Get  me  this  girl  as  a  wife,”  he  told  his fa ther.

Ja cob  heard  that She chem  had de filed  his daugh ter Di nah,  but 
 since  his  sons  were  with  his live stock  in  the  field,  he re mained 
si lent un til  they re turned. Mean while, She chem’s fa ther Ha mor 
 came  to  speak  with Ja cob. Ja cob’s  sons re turned  from  the  field 
 when  they  heard  about  the in ci dent  and  were deep ly  grieved  and 
 very an gry.  For She chem  had com mit ted  an outrage  against Is ra el 
 by raping Ja cob’s daugh ter,  and  such  a  thing  should  not  be  done.

Ha mor  said  to Ja cob’s  sons, “ My  son She chem  has  his  heart 
 set  on  your daugh ter.  Please  give  her  to  him  as  a  wife. In ter mar-
ry  with  us;  give  your daugh ters  to  us,  and  take  our daugh ters  for 
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your selves.  Live  with  us.  The  land  is be fore  you. Set tle  here,  move 
 about,  and ac quire prop er ty  in  it.”

 Then She chem  said  to Di nah’s fa ther  and broth ers, “ Grant  me 
 this fa vor,  and  I’ll  give  you what ev er  you  say. De mand  of  me  a 
 high com pen sa tion  and  gift;  I’ll  give  you what ev er  you  ask  me. 
 Just  give  the  girl  to  be  my  wife! ”

 But Ja cob’s  sons an swered She chem  and  his fa ther Ha mor 
de ceit ful ly be cause  he  had de filed  their sis ter Di nah. “ We can not 
 do  this  thing,”  they  said  to  them. “Giv ing  our sis ter  to  an un cir-
cum cised  man  is  a dis grace  to  us.  We  will  agree  with  you  only  on 
 this con di tion:  if  all  your  males  are cir cum cised  as  we  are.  Then 
 we  will  give  you  our daugh ters,  take  your daugh ters  for our-
selves,  live  with  you,  and be come  one peo ple.  But  if  you  will  not 
lis ten  to  us  and  be cir cum cised,  then  we  will  take  our daugh ter 
 and  go.”

 Their  words  seemed  good  to Ha mor  and  his  son She chem.  The 
 young  man  did  not de lay do ing  this, be cause  he  was de light ed 
 with Ja cob’s daugh ter.  Now  he  was  the  most im por tant  in  all  his 
fa ther’s fam i ly.  So Ha mor  and  his  son She chem  went  to  the  gate  of 
 their  city  and  spoke  to  the  men  of  their  city.

“ These  men  are peace ful to ward  us,”  they  said. “ Let  them  live 
 in  our  land  and  move  about  in  it,  for in deed,  the re gion  is  large 
 enough  for  them.  Let  us  take  their daugh ters  as  our  wives  and 
 give  our daugh ters  to  them.  But  the  men  will  agree  to  live  with 
 us  and  be  one peo ple  only  on  this con di tion:  if  all  our  men  are 
cir cum cised  as  they  are.  Won’t  their live stock,  their pos ses sions, 
 and  all  their an i mals be come  ours?  Only  let  us  agree  with  them, 
 and  they  will  live  with  us.”

 All  the  men  who  had  come  to  the  city  gates lis tened  to Ha mor 
 and  his  son She chem,  and  all  those  men  were cir cum cised.  On  the 
 third  day,  when  they  were  still  in  pain,  two  of Ja cob’s  sons, Sim-
e on  and  Levi, Di nah’s broth ers,  took  their  swords,  went  into  the 
un sus pect ing  city,  and  killed ev ery  male.  They  killed Ha mor  and 
 his  son She chem  with  their  swords,  took Di nah  from She chem’s 
 house,  and  went  away. Ja cob’s  sons  came  to  the slaugh ter  and 
plun dered  the  city be cause  their sis ter  had  been de filed.  They 
 took  their  flocks,  herds, don keys,  and what ev er  was  in  the  city 
 and  in  the  field.  They cap tured  all  their pos ses sions, de pen dents, 
 and  wives  and plun dered ev ery thing  in  the hous es.

 Then Ja cob  said  to Sim e on  and  Levi, “ You  have  brought trou-
ble  on  me, mak ing  me odi ous  to  the in hab i tants  of  the  land,  the 
Ca naan ites  and  the Per iz zites.  We  are  few  in num ber;  if  they 
 unite  against  me  and at tack  me,  I  and  my house hold  will  be 
 de stroyed.”

 But  they an swered, “ Should  he  treat  our sis ter  like  a pros ti tute? ”
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G od  said  to Ja cob, “ Get  up!  Go  to Beth el  and set tle  there.  Build 
 an al tar  there  to  the  God  who ap peared  to  you  when  you  fled 

 from  your broth er  Esau.”
 So Ja cob  said  to  his fam i ly  and  all  who  were  with  him, “ Get  rid 

 of  the for eign  gods  that  are  among  you. Pu ri fy your selves  and 
 change  your  clothes.  We  must  get  up  and  go  to Beth el.  I  will  build 
 an al tar  there  to  the  God  who an swered  me  in  my  day  of dis tress. 
 He  has  been  with  me ev ery where  I  have  gone.”

 Then  they  gave Ja cob  all  their for eign  gods  and  their ear rings, 
 and Ja cob  hid  them un der  the  oak  near She chem.  When  they  set 
 out,  a ter ror  from  God  came  over  the cit ies  around  them,  and 
 they  did  not pur sue Ja cob’s  sons.  So Ja cob  and  all  who  were  with 
 him  came  to  Luz ( that  is, Beth el)  in  the  land  of Ca naan. Ja cob  built 
 an al tar  there  and  called  the  place El-beth el be cause  it  was  there 
 that  God  had re vealed him self  to  him  when  he  was flee ing  from 
 his broth er.

Deb o rah,  the  one  who  had  nursed  and  raised Re bek ah,  died 
 and  was bur ied un der  the  oak  south  of Beth el.  So Ja cob  named  it 
Al lon-bac uth.

 God ap peared  to Ja cob  again af ter  he re turned  from Paddan- 
aram,  and  he  blessed  him.  God  said  to  him, “ Your  name  is Ja cob; 
 you  will  no lon ger  be  named Ja cob,  but  your  name  will  be Is ra el.” 
 So  he  named  him Is ra el.  God  also  said  to  him, “ I  am  God Al mighty. 
 Be fruit ful  and mul ti ply.  A na tion, in deed  an as sem bly  of na tions, 
 will  come  from  you,  and  kings  will de scend  from  you.  I  will  give 
 to  you  the  land  that  I  gave  to Abra ham  and  Isaac.  And  I  will  give 
 the  land  to  your fu ture de scen dants.”  Then  God with drew  from 
 him  at  the  place  where  he  had spo ken  to  him.

Ja cob  set  up  a mark er  at  the  place  where  he  had spo ken  to  him  
—   a  stone mark er.  He  poured  a  drink off er ing  on  it  and anoint ed 
 it  with  oil. Ja cob  named  the  place  where  God  had spo ken  with 
 him Beth el.

 They  set  out  from Beth el.  When  they  were  still  some dis tance 
 from Eph rath, Ra chel be gan  to  give  birth,  and  her la bor  was diff i-
cult. Dur ing  her diff i cult la bor,  the mid wife  said  to  her, “ Don’t  be 
 afraid,  for  you  have an oth er  son.”  With  her  last  breath  —   for  she 
 was dy ing  —   she  named  him Ben-oni,  but  his fa ther  called  him 
Ben ja min.  So Ra chel  died  and  was bur ied  on  the  way  to Eph rath 
( that  is, Beth le hem). Ja cob  set  up  a mark er  on  her  grave;  it  is  the 
mark er  at Ra chel’s  grave  still to day.

Is ra el  set  out  again  and  pitched  his  tent be yond  the Tow er   
of  Eder.  While Is ra el  was liv ing  in  that re gion, Reu ben  went  in 
 and  slept  with  his fa ther’s con cu bine Bil hah,  and Is ra el  heard 
 about  it.

Ja cob  had  twelve  sons:
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Leah’s sons were Reuben (Jacob’s firstborn),
  Simeon, Levi, Judah,
  Issachar, and Zebulun.

Rachel’s sons were
  Joseph and Benjamin.

The sons of Rachel’s slave Bilhah
  were Dan and Naphtali.

The sons of Leah’s slave Zilpah
  were Gad and Asher.
 These  are  the  sons  of Ja cob,  who  were  born  to  him  in Paddan- 
aram.

Ja cob  came  to  his fa ther  Isaac  at Mam re  in Kiriath-arba ( that 
 is, He bron),  where Abra ham  and  Isaac  had  stayed.  Isaac  lived 
 180  years.  He  took  his  last  breath  and  died,  and  was gath ered  to 
 his peo ple,  old  and  full  of  days.  His  sons  Esau  and Ja cob bur ied 
 him.

T hese  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Esau ( that  is,  Edom).  Esau  took 
 his  wives  from  the Ca naan ite wom en:  Adah daugh ter  of  Elon 

 the Heth ite, Ohol i ba mah daugh ter  of  Anah  and grand daugh ter  of 
Zib e on  the Hi vite,  and Bas e math daugh ter  of Ish ma el  and sis ter 
 of Ne ba ioth.  Adah  bore El i phaz  to  Esau, Bas e math  bore Reu el, 
 and Ohol i ba mah  bore Je ush, Ja lam,  and Ko rah.  These  were  Esau’s 
 sons,  who  were  born  to  him  in  the  land  of Ca naan.

 Esau  took  his  wives,  sons, daugh ters,  and  all  the peo ple  of 
 his house hold,  as  well  as  his  herds,  all  his live stock,  and  all  the 
prop er ty  he  had ac quired  in Ca naan;  he  went  to  a  land  away  from 
 his broth er Ja cob.  For  their pos ses sions  were  too  many  for  them 
 to  live to geth er,  and be cause  of  their  herds,  the  land  where  they 
 stayed  could  not sup port  them.  So  Esau ( that  is,  Edom)  lived  in  the 
moun tains  of  Seir.

 These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of  Esau, fa ther  of  the Edom ites  in 
 the moun tains  of  Seir.

These are the names of Esau’s sons:
  Eliphaz son of Esau’s wife Adah,
  and Reuel son of Esau’s wife Basemath.

The sons of Eliphaz were
  Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.

Timna, a concubine of Esau’s son Eliphaz,
  bore Amalek to Eliphaz.
  These are the sons of Esau’s wife Adah.

These are Reuel’s sons:
  Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.
  These are the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.
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These are the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah
  daughter of Anah and granddaughter of Zibeon:
  She bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah to Edom.

These are the chiefs among Esau’s sons:
  the sons of Eliphaz, Esau’s firstborn:
  chief Teman, chief Omar, chief Zepho, chief Kenaz,

chief Korah, chief Gatam, and chief Amalek.
  These are the chiefs descended from Eliphaz
  in the land of Edom.
  These are the sons of Adah.

These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son:
  chief Nahath, chief Zerah, chief Shammah, and chief 

Mizzah.
  These are the chiefs descended from Reuel
  in the land of Edom.
  These are the sons of Esau’s wife Basemath.

These are the sons of Esau’s wife Oholibamah:
  chief Jeush, chief Jalam, and chief Korah.
  These are the chiefs descended from Esau’s wife 

Oholibamah
  daughter of Anah.

These are the sons of Esau (that is, Edom),
  and these are their chiefs.

These are the sons of Seir the Horite,
  the inhabitants of the land:
  Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah,

Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan.
  These are the chiefs among the Horites,
  the sons of Seir, in the land of Edom.

The sons of Lotan were Hori and Heman.
  Timna was Lotan’s sister.

These are Shobal’s sons:
  Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

These are Zibeon’s sons: Aiah and Anah.
  This was the Anah who found the hot springs 

in the wilderness
  while he was pasturing the donkeys  

of his father Zibeon.
These are the children of Anah:

  Dishon and Oholibamah daughter of Anah.
These are Dishon’s sons:

  Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Cheran.
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These are Ezer’s sons:
  Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.

These are Dishan’s sons: Uz and Aran.

These are the chiefs among the Horites:
  chief Lotan, chief Shobal, chief Zibeon,  

chief Anah,
chief Dishon, chief Ezer, and chief Dishan.

  These are the chiefs among the Horites,
  clan by clan, in the land of Seir.

These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom
  before any king reigned over the Israelites:

Bela son of Beor reigned in Edom;
  the name of his city was Dinhabah.

When Bela died, Jobab son of Zerah from Bozrah reigned 
in his place.

When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the Temanites 
reigned in his place.

When Husham died, Hadad son of Bedad reigned 
in his place.

  He defeated Midian in the field of Moab;
  the name of his city was Avith.

When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah reigned 
in his place.

When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the 
Euphrates River reigned in his place.

When Shaul died, Baal-hanan son of Achbor reigned 
in his place.

When Baal-hanan son of Achbor died, Hadar reigned 
in his place.

  His city was Pau, and his wife’s name  
was Mehetabel

  daughter of Matred daughter of Me-zahab.

These are the names of Esau’s chiefs,
  according to their families and their localities,
  by their names:
  chief Timna, chief Alvah, chief Jetheth,

chief Oholibamah, chief Elah, chief Pinon,
chief Kenaz, chief Teman, chief Mibzar,
chief Magdiel, and chief Iram.

  These are Edom’s chiefs,
  according to their settlements in the land  

they possessed.
  Esau was father of the Edomites.
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J a cob  lived  in  the  land  where  his fa ther  had  stayed,  the  land  of 
Ca naan.  These  are  the fam i ly rec ords  of Ja cob.
 At sev en teen  years  of  age, Jo seph tend ed  sheep  with  his broth-

ers.  The  young  man  was work ing  with  the  sons  of Bil hah  and Zil-
pah,  his fa ther’s  wives,  and  he  brought  a  bad re port  about  them 
 to  their fa ther.

 Now Is ra el  loved Jo seph  more  than  his oth er  sons be cause 
Jo seph  was  a  son  born  to  him  in  his  old  age,  and  he  made  a  robe 
 of  many col ors  for  him.  When  his broth ers  saw  that  their fa ther 
 loved  him  more  than  all  his broth ers,  they hat ed  him  and  could 
 not  bring them selves  to  speak peace ably  to  him.

 Then Jo seph  had  a  dream.  When  he  told  it  to  his broth ers,  they 
hat ed  him  even  more.  He  said  to  them, “Lis ten  to  this  dream  I  had: 
 There  we  were, bind ing  sheaves  of  grain  in  the  field. Sud den ly  my 
 sheaf  stood  up,  and  your  sheaves gath ered  around  it  and  bowed 
 down  to  my  sheaf.”

“ Are  you real ly go ing  to  reign  over  us? ”  his broth ers  asked 
 him. “ Are  you real ly go ing  to  rule  us? ”  So  they hat ed  him  even 
 more be cause  of  his  dream  and  what  he  had  said.

 Then  he  had an oth er  dream  and  told  it  to  his broth ers. “ Look,” 
 he  said, “ I  had an oth er  dream,  and  this  time  the  sun,  moon,  and 
elev en  stars  were bow ing  down  to  me.”

 He  told  his fa ther  and broth ers,  and  his fa ther re buked  him. 
“ What  kind  of  dream  is  this  that  you  have  had? ”  he  said. “ Am  I 
 and  your moth er  and  your broth ers real ly go ing  to  come  and 
 bow  down  to  the  ground be fore  you? ”  His broth ers  were jeal ous 
 of  him,  but  his fa ther  kept  the mat ter  in  mind.

 His broth ers  had  gone  to pas ture  their fa ther’s  flocks  at 
She chem. Is ra el  said  to Jo seph, “ Your broth ers,  you  know,  are 
pasturing  the  flocks  at She chem.  Get  ready.  I’m send ing  you  
 to  them.”

“ I’m  ready,” Jo seph re plied.
 Then Is ra el  said  to  him, “ Go  and  see  how  your broth ers  and 

 the  flocks  are do ing,  and  bring  word  back  to  me.”  So  he  sent  him 
 from  the He bron Val ley,  and  he  went  to She chem.

 A  man  found  him  there, wan der ing  in  the  field,  and  asked  him, 
“ What  are  you look ing  for? ”

“ I’m look ing  for  my broth ers,” Jo seph  said. “ Can  you  tell  me 
 where  they  are pasturing  their  flocks? ”

“They’ve  moved  on  from  here,”  the  man  said. “ I  heard  them 
 say, ‘ Let’s  go  to Do than.’ ”  So Jo seph  set  out af ter  his broth ers  and 
 found  them  at Do than.

 They  saw  him  in  the dis tance,  and be fore  he  had  reached 
 them,  they plot ted  to  kill  him.  They  said  to  one an oth er, “ Oh,  look, 
 here  comes  that  dream ex pert!  So  now,  come  on,  let’s  kill  him  and 
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 throw  him  into  one  of  the  pits.  We  can  say  that  a vicious an i mal 
 ate  him.  Then  we’ll  see  what be comes  of  his  dreams! ”

 When Reu ben  heard  this,  he  tried  to  save  him  from  them.  He 
 said, “ Let’s  not  take  his  life.” Reu ben  also  said  to  them, “ Don’t  shed 
 blood.  Throw  him  into  this  pit  in  the wil der ness,  but  don’t  lay  a 
 hand  on  him”  —  in tend ing  to res cue  him  from  them  and re turn 
 him  to  his fa ther.

 When Jo seph  came  to  his broth ers,  they  stripped  off Jo seph’s 
 robe,  the  robe  of  many col ors  that  he  had  on.  Then  they  took  him 
 and  threw  him  into  the  pit.  The  pit  was emp ty, with out wa ter.

 They  sat  down  to  eat  a  meal,  and  when  they  looked  up,  there 
 was  a car a van  of Ish ma el ites com ing  from Gil e ad.  Their cam els 
 were car ry ing ar o mat ic  gum, bal sam,  and res in, go ing  down  to 
 Egypt.

Ju dah  said  to  his broth ers, “ What  do  we  gain  if  we  kill  our 
broth er  and cov er  up  his  blood?  Come  on,  let’s  sell  him  to  the Ish-
ma el ites  and  not  lay  a  hand  on  him,  for  he  is  our broth er,  our  own 
 flesh,”  and  his broth ers  agreed.  When Mid i an ite trad ers  passed 
 by,  his broth ers  pulled Jo seph  out  of  the  pit  and  sold  him  for twen-
ty  pieces  of sil ver  to  the Ish ma el ites,  who  took Jo seph  to  Egypt.

 When Reu ben re turned  to  the  pit  and  saw  that Jo seph  was  not 
 there,  he  tore  his  clothes.  He  went  back  to  his broth ers  and  said, 
“ The  boy  is  gone!  What  am  I go ing  to  do? ”  So  they  took Jo seph’s 
 robe, slaugh tered  a  male  goat,  and  dipped  the  robe  in  its  blood. 
 They  sent  the  robe  of  many col ors  to  their fa ther  and  said, “ We 
 found  this. Ex am ine  it.  Is  it  your  son’s  robe  or  not? ”

 His fa ther rec og nized  it. “ It  is  my  son’s  robe,”  he  said. “ A vicious 
an i mal  has de voured  him. Jo seph  has  been  torn  to  pieces! ”  Then Ja-
cob  tore  his  clothes,  put sack cloth  around  his  waist,  and  mourned 
 for  his  son  many  days.  All  his  sons  and daugh ters  tried  to com fort 
 him,  but  he re fused  to  be com fort ed. “ No,”  he  said. “ I  will  go  down 
 to She ol  to  my  son, mourn ing.”  And  his fa ther  wept  for  him.

Mean while,  the Mid i an ites  sold Jo seph  in  Egypt  to Pot i phar,  an 
off i cer  of Pha raoh  and  the cap tain  of  the  guards.

A t  that  time Ju dah  left  his broth ers  and set tled  near  an Adul-
lam ite  named Hi rah.  There Ju dah  saw  the daugh ter  of  a 

Ca naan ite  named  Shua;  he  took  her  as  a  wife  and  slept  with  her. 
 She con ceived  and  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  he  named  him  Er.  She 
con ceived  again,  gave  birth  to  a  son,  and  named  him  Onan.  She 
 gave  birth  to an oth er  son  and  named  him She lah.  It  was  at Chezib 
 that  she  gave  birth  to  him.

Ju dah  got  a  wife  for  Er,  his first born,  and  her  name  was Ta-
mar.  Now  Er, Ju dah’s first born,  was  evil  in  the  Lord’ s  sight,  and 
 the  Lord  put  him  to  death.  Then Ju dah  said  to  Onan, “ Sleep  with 

38

53Genesis 37-38



 your broth er’s  wife. Per form  your  duty  as  her brother-in-law  and 
pro duce off spring  for  your broth er.”  But  Onan  knew  that  the off-
spring  would  not  be  his,  so when ev er  he  slept  with  his broth er’s 
 wife,  he re leased  his se men  on  the  ground  so  that  he  would  not 
pro duce off spring  for  his broth er.  What  he  did  was  evil  in  the 
 Lord’ s  sight,  so  he  put  him  to  death  also.

 Then Ju dah  said  to  his daughter-in-law Ta mar, “Re main  a wid-
ow  in  your fa ther’s  house un til  my  son She lah  grows  up.”  For  he 
 thought, “ He  might  die  too,  like  his broth ers.”  So Ta mar  went  to 
 live  in  her fa ther’s  house.

Af ter  a  long  time Ju dah’s  wife,  the daugh ter  of  Shua,  died. 
 When Ju dah  had fin ished mourn ing,  he  and  his  friend Hi rah 
 the Adul lam ite  went  up  to Tim nah  to  his sheep shear ers. Ta mar 
 was  told, “ Your father-in-law  is go ing  up  to Tim nah  to shear  his 
 sheep.”  So  she  took  off  her wid ow’s  clothes,  veiled  her  face, cov-
ered her self,  and  sat  at  the en trance  to Ena im,  which  is  on  the 
 way  to Tim nah.  For  she  saw  that,  though She lah  had  grown  up, 
 she  had  not  been giv en  to  him  as  a  wife.  When Ju dah  saw  her,  he 
 thought  she  was  a pros ti tute,  for  she  had cov ered  her  face.

 He  went  over  to  her  and  said, “ Come,  let  me  sleep  with  you,” 
 for  he  did  not  know  that  she  was  his daughter-in-law.

 She  said, “ What  will  you  give  me  for sleep ing  with  me? ”
“ I  will  send  you  a  young  goat  from  my  flock,”  he re plied.
 But  she  said, “ Only  if  you  leave some thing  with  me un til  you 

 send  it.”
“ What  should  I  give  you? ”  he  asked.
 She an swered, “ Your sig net  ring,  your  cord,  and  the  staff  in 

 your  hand.”  So  he  gave  them  to  her  and  slept  with  her,  and  she be-
came preg nant  by  him.  She  got  up  and  left,  then re moved  her  veil 
 and  put  her wid ow’s  clothes  back  on.

 When Ju dah  sent  the  young  goat  by  his  friend  the Adul lam-
ite  in or der  to  get  back  the items  he  had  left  with  the wom an,  he 
 could  not  find  her.  He  asked  the  men  of  the  place, “ Where  is  the 
 cult pros ti tute  who  was be side  the  road  at Ena im? ”

“ There  has  been  no  cult pros ti tute  here,”  they an swered.
 So  the Adul lam ite re turned  to Ju dah, say ing, “ I  couldn’t  find 

 her,  and be sides,  the  men  of  the  place  said, ‘ There  has  been  no 
 cult pros ti tute  here.’ ”

Ju dah re plied, “ Let  her  keep  the items  for her self; oth er wise 
 we  will be come  a laugh ing stock. Af ter  all,  I  did  send  this  young 
 goat,  but  you  couldn’t  find  her.”

 About  three  months lat er Ju dah  was  told, “ Your daughter-
in-law, Ta mar,  has  been act ing  like  a pros ti tute,  and  now  she  is 
preg nant.”

“ Bring  her  out,” Ju dah  said, “ and  let  her  be  burned  to  death! ”
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 As  she  was be ing  brought  out,  she  sent  her father-in-law  this 
mes sage: “ I  am preg nant  by  the  man  to  whom  these items be-
long.”  And  she add ed, “Ex am ine  them.  Whose sig net  ring,  cord, 
 and  staff  are  these? ”

Ju dah rec og nized  them  and  said, “ She  is  more  in  the  right  than 
 I,  since  I  did  not  give  her  to  my  son She lah.”  And  he  did  not  know 
 her intimately  again.

 When  the  time  came  for  her  to  give  birth,  there  were  twins  in 
 her  womb.  As  she  was giv ing  birth,  one  of  them  put  out  his  hand, 
 and  the mid wife  took  it  and  tied  a scar let  thread  around  it, an-
nounc ing, “ This  one  came  out  first.”  But  then  he  pulled  his  hand 
 back,  out  came  his broth er,  and  she  said, “ What  a breakout  you 
 have  made  for your self! ”  So  he  was  named Pe rez.  Then  his broth-
er,  who  had  the scar let  thread  tied  to  his  hand,  came  out,  and  was 
 named Ze rah.

n ow Jo seph  had  been tak en  to  Egypt.  An Egyp tian  named Pot-
i phar,  an off i cer  of Pha raoh  and  the cap tain  of  the  guards, 

 bought  him  from  the Ish ma el ites  who  had  brought  him  there.  The 
 Lord  was  with Jo seph,  and  he be came  a suc cess ful  man, serv ing 
 in  the house hold  of  his Egyp tian mas ter.  When  his mas ter  saw 
 that  the  Lord  was  with  him  and  that  the  Lord  made ev ery thing  he 
 did suc cess ful, Jo seph  found fa vor  with  his mas ter  and be came  his 
per son al at ten dant. Pot i phar  also  put  him  in  charge  of  his house-
hold  and  placed  all  that  he  owned un der  his au thor i ty.  From  the 
 time  that  he  put  him  in  charge  of  his house hold  and  of  all  that  he 
 owned,  the  Lord  blessed  the Egyp tian’s  house be cause  of Jo seph. 
 The  Lord’ s bless ing  was  on  all  that  he  owned,  in  his  house  and  in 
 his  fields.  He  left  all  that  he  owned un der Jo seph’s au thor i ty;  he 
 did  not con cern him self  with any thing ex cept  the  food  he  ate.

 Now Jo seph  was well-built  and hand some. Af ter  some  time  his 
mas ter’s  wife  looked longingly  at Jo seph  and  said, “ Sleep  with  me.”

 But  he re fused. “ Look,”  he  said  to  his mas ter’s  wife, “ with  me 
 here  my mas ter  does  not con cern him self  with any thing  in  his 
 house,  and  he  has  put  all  that  he  owns un der  my au thor i ty.  No 
 one  in  this  house  is great er  than  I  am.  He  has with held noth ing 
 from  me ex cept  you, be cause  you  are  his  wife.  So  how  could  I  do 
 this im mense  evil,  and  how  could  I  sin  against  God? ”

Al though  she  spoke  to Jo seph  day af ter  day,  he re fused  to  go  to 
 bed  with  her.  Now  one  day  he  went  into  the  house  to  do  his  work, 
 and  none  of  the house hold ser vants  were  there.  She  grabbed  him 
 by  his gar ment  and  said, “ Sleep  with  me! ”  But leav ing  his gar ment 
 in  her  hand,  he es caped  and  ran out side.  When  she  saw  that  he 
 had  left  his gar ment  with  her  and  had  run out side,  she  called  her 
house hold ser vants. “ Look,”  she  said  to  them, “ my hus band  brought 
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 a He brew  man  to  make  fools  of  us.  He  came  to  me  so  he  could  sleep 
 with  me,  and  I  screamed  as  loud  as  I  could.  When  he  heard  me 
screaming  for  help,  he  left  his gar ment be side  me  and  ran out side.”

 She  put Jo seph’s gar ment be side  her un til  his mas ter  came 
 home.  Then  she  told  him  the  same sto ry: “ The He brew  slave  you 
 brought  to  us  came  to  make  a  fool  of  me,  but  when  I  screamed  for 
 help,  he  left  his gar ment be side  me  and  ran out side.”

 When  his mas ter  heard  the sto ry  his  wife  told  him  —  “ These 
 are  the  things  your  slave  did  to  me”  —   he  was fu ri ous  and  had 
 him  thrown  into pris on,  where  the  king’s pris on ers  were con-
fined.  So Jo seph  was  there  in pris on.

 But  the  Lord  was  with Jo seph  and ex tend ed kind ness  to  him. 
 He grant ed  him fa vor  with  the pris on war den.  The war den  put  all 
 the pris on ers  who  were  in  the pris on un der Jo seph’s au thor i ty, 
 and  he  was re spon si ble  for ev ery thing  that  was  done  there.  The 
war den  did  not both er  with any thing un der Jo seph’s au thor i ty, 
be cause  the  Lord  was  with  him,  and  the  Lord  made ev ery thing 
 that  he  did suc cess ful.

A f ter  this,  the  king  of  Egypt’s cup bear er  and bak er off end ed 
 their mas ter,  the  king  of  Egypt. Pha raoh  was an gry  with  his 

 two off i cers,  the  chief cup bear er  and  the  chief bak er,  and  put 
 them  in cus to dy  in  the  house  of  the cap tain  of  the  guards  in  the 
pris on  where Jo seph  was con fined.  The cap tain  of  the  guards as-
signed Jo seph  to  them  as  their per son al at ten dant,  and  they  were 
 in cus to dy  for  some  time.

 The  king  of  Egypt’s cup bear er  and bak er,  who  were con fined 
 in  the pris on,  each  had  a  dream.  Both  had  a  dream  on  the  same 
 night,  and  each  dream  had  its  own mean ing.  When Jo seph  came 
 to  them  in  the morn ing,  he  saw  that  they  looked dis traught.  So 
 he  asked Pha raoh’s off i cers  who  were  in cus to dy  with  him  in  his 
mas ter’s  house, “ Why  do  you  look  so  sad to day? ”

“ We  had  dreams,”  they  said  to  him, “ but  there  is  no  one  to in-
ter pret  them.”

 Then Jo seph  said  to  them, “ Don’t in ter pre ta tions be long  to 
 God?  Tell  me  your  dreams.”

 So  the  chief cup bear er  told  his  dream  to Jo seph: “ In  my  dream 
 there  was  a  vine  in  front  of  me.  On  the  vine  were  three branch es. 
 As  soon  as  it bud ded,  its blos soms  came  out  and  its clus ters rip-
ened  into  grapes. Pha raoh’s  cup  was  in  my  hand,  and  I  took  the 
 grapes,  squeezed  them  into Pha raoh’s  cup,  and  placed  the  cup  in 
Pha raoh’s  hand.”

“ This  is  its in ter pre ta tion,” Jo seph  said  to  him. “ The  three 
branch es  are  three  days.  In  just  three  days Pha raoh  will  lift 
 up  your  head  and re store  you  to  your po si tion.  You  will  put 
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Pha raoh’s  cup  in  his  hand  the  way  you  used  to  when  you  were  his 
cup bear er.  But  when  all  goes  well  for  you, re mem ber  that  I  was 
 with  you.  Please  show kind ness  to  me  by men tion ing  me  to Pha-
raoh,  and  get  me  out  of  this pris on.  For  I  was kidnapped  from  the 
 land  of  the He brews,  and  even  here  I  have  done noth ing  that  they 
 should  put  me  in  the dun geon.”

 When  the  chief bak er  saw  that  the in ter pre ta tion  was positive, 
 he  said  to Jo seph, “ I  also  had  a  dream.  Three bas kets  of  white 
 bread  were  on  my  head.  In  the  top bas ket  were  all  sorts  of  baked 
 goods  for Pha raoh,  but  the  birds  were eat ing  them  out  of  the bas-
ket  on  my  head.”

“ This  is  its in ter pre ta tion,” Jo seph re plied. “ The  three bas kets 
 are  three  days.  In  just  three  days Pha raoh  will  lift  up  your  head  
—   from  off  you  —   and  hang  you  on  a  tree.  Then  the  birds  will  eat 
 the  flesh  from  your  body.”

 On  the  third  day,  which  was Pha raoh’s birth day,  he  gave  a  feast 
 for  all  his ser vants.  He el e vat ed  the  chief cup bear er  and  the  chief 
bak er  among  his ser vants. Pha raoh re stored  the  chief cup bear er 
 to  his po si tion  as cup bear er,  and  he  placed  the  cup  in Pha raoh’s 
 hand.  But Pha raoh  hanged  the  chief bak er,  just  as Jo seph  had 
ex plained  to  them.  Yet  the  chief cup bear er  did  not re mem ber Jo-
seph;  he for got  him.

A t  the  end  of  two  years Pha raoh  had  a  dream:  He  was stand-
ing be side  the  Nile,  when sev en healthy-looking, well-fed 

 cows  came  up  from  the  Nile  and be gan  to  graze  among  the 
 reeds. Af ter  them, sev en oth er  cows, sickly  and  thin,  came  up 
 from  the  Nile  and  stood be side  those  cows  along  the  bank  of  the 
 Nile.  The sickly,  thin  cows  ate  the  healthy, well-fed  cows.  Then 
Pha raoh  woke  up.  He  fell  asleep  and  dreamed  a sec ond  time: 
Sev en  heads  of  grain, plump  and  good,  came  up  on  one  stalk. 
Af ter  them, sev en  heads  of  grain,  thin  and  scorched  by  the  east 
 wind, sprout ed  up.  The  thin  heads  of  grain swal lowed  up  the 
sev en plump,  full  ones.  Then Pha raoh  woke  up,  and  it  was  only  a 
 dream.

 When morn ing  came,  he  was trou bled,  so  he sum moned  all 
 the ma gi cians  of  Egypt  and  all  its  wise  men. Pha raoh  told  them 
 his  dreams,  but  no  one  could in ter pret  them  for  him.

 Then  the  chief cup bear er  said  to Pha raoh, “To day  I re mem ber 
 my  faults. Pha raoh  was an gry  with  his ser vants,  and  he  put  me 
 and  the  chief bak er  in  the cus to dy  of  the cap tain  of  the  guards. 
 He  and  I  had  dreams  on  the  same  night;  each  dream  had  its  own 
mean ing.  Now  a  young He brew,  a  slave  of  the cap tain  of  the 
 guards,  was  with  us  there.  We  told  him  our  dreams,  he in ter pret-
ed  our  dreams  for  us,  and  each  had  its  own in ter pre ta tion.  
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 It  turned  out  just  the  way  he in ter pret ed  them  to  us:  I  was re-
stored  to  my po si tion,  and  the oth er  man  was  hanged.”

 Then Pha raoh  sent  for Jo seph,  and  they quick ly  brought  him 
 from  the dun geon.  He  shaved,  changed  his  clothes,  and  went  to 
Pha raoh.

Pha raoh  said  to Jo seph, “ I  have  had  a  dream,  and  no  one  can 
in ter pret  it.  But  I  have  heard  it  said  about  you  that  you  can  hear  a 
 dream  and in ter pret  it.”

“ I  am  not  able  to,” Jo seph an swered Pha raoh. “ It  is  God  who 
 will  give Pha raoh  a fa vor able an swer.”

 So Pha raoh  said  to Jo seph: “ In  my  dream  I  was stand ing  on 
 the  bank  of  the  Nile,  when sev en well-fed, healthy-looking  cows 
 came  up  from  the  Nile  and  grazed  among  the  reeds. Af ter  them, 
sev en oth er  cows  —   weak,  very sickly,  and  thin  —   came  up.  I’ve 
nev er  seen  such sickly  ones  as  these  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt.  Then 
 the  thin, sickly  cows  ate  the  first sev en well-fed  cows.  When  they 
 had de voured  them,  you  could  not  tell  that  they  had de voured 
 them;  their ap pear ance  was  as  bad  as  it  had  been be fore.  Then  I 
 woke  up.  In  my  dream  I  also  saw sev en  heads  of  grain,  full  and 
 good, com ing  up  on  one  stalk. Af ter  them, sev en  heads  of  grain  
—  with ered,  thin,  and  scorched  by  the  east  wind  —  sprout ed  up. 
 The  thin  heads  of  grain swal lowed  the sev en  good  ones.  I  told  this 
 to  the ma gi cians,  but  no  one  can  tell  me  what  it  means.”

 Then Jo seph  said  to Pha raoh, “Pha raoh’s  dreams  mean  the 
 same  thing.  God  has re vealed  to Pha raoh  what  he  is  about  to  do. 
 The sev en  good  cows  are sev en  years,  and  the sev en  good  heads 
 are sev en  years.  The  dreams  mean  the  same  thing.  The sev en  thin, 
sickly  cows  that  came  up af ter  them  are sev en  years,  and  the sev-
en worth less,  scorched  heads  of  grain  are sev en  years  of fam ine.

“ It  is  just  as  I  told Pha raoh:  God  has  shown Pha raoh  what  he  is 
 about  to  do. Sev en  years  of  great abun dance  are com ing through-
out  the  land  of  Egypt. Af ter  them, sev en  years  of fam ine  will  take 
 place,  and  all  the abun dance  in  the  land  of  Egypt  will  be for got-
ten.  The fam ine  will dev as tate  the  land.  The abun dance  in  the 
 land  will  not  be re mem bered be cause  of  the fam ine  that fol lows 
 it,  for  the fam ine  will  be  very se vere.  Since  the  dream  was giv en 
 twice  to Pha raoh,  it  means  that  the mat ter  has  been de ter mined 
 by  God,  and  he  will car ry  it  out  soon.

“ So  now,  let Pha raoh  look  for  a dis cern ing  and  wise  man 
 and  set  him  over  the  land  of  Egypt.  Let Pha raoh  do  this:  Let  him 
ap point over seers  over  the  land  and  take  a  fifth  of  the har vest 
 of  the  land  of  Egypt dur ing  the sev en  years  of abun dance.  Let 
 them gath er  all  the excess  food dur ing  these  good  years  that  are 
com ing. Un der Pha raoh’s au thor i ty,  store  the  grain  in  the cit ies, 
 so  they  may pre serve  it  as  food.  The  food  will  be  a re serve  for 
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 the  land dur ing  the sev en  years  of fam ine  that  will  take  place  in 
 the  land  of  Egypt.  Then  the coun try  will  not  be  wiped  out  by  the 
fam ine.”

 The pro pos al  pleased Pha raoh  and  all  his ser vants,  and  he 
 said  to  them, “ Can  we  find any one  like  this,  a  man  who  has  God’s 
spir it  in  him? ”  So Pha raoh  said  to Jo seph, “ Since  God  has  made 
 all  this  known  to  you,  there  is  no  one  as dis cern ing  and  wise  as 
 you  are.  You  will  be  over  my  house,  and  all  my peo ple  will  obey 
 your com mands.  Only  I,  as  king,  will  be great er  than  you.” Pha-
raoh  also  said  to Jo seph, “ See,  I  am plac ing  you  over  all  the  land 
 of  Egypt.” Pha raoh re moved  his sig net  ring  from  his  hand  and 
 put  it  on Jo seph’s  hand,  clothed  him  with  fine lin en gar ments, 
 and  placed  a  gold  chain  around  his  neck.  He  had Jo seph  ride  in 
 his sec ond char i ot,  and ser vants  called  out be fore  him, “ Make 
 way! ”  So  he  placed  him  over  all  the  land  of  Egypt. Pha raoh  said  to 
Jo seph, “ I  am Pha raoh  and  no  one  will  be  able  to  raise  his  hand  or 
 foot  in  all  the  land  of  Egypt with out  your per mis sion.” Pha raoh 
 gave Jo seph  the  name Zaphenath-paneah  and  gave  him  a  wife, 
As e nath daugh ter  of Po tiph era,  priest  at  On.  And Jo seph  went 
through out  the  land  of  Egypt.

Jo seph  was thir ty  years  old  when  he en tered  the ser vice  of 
Pha raoh  king  of  Egypt. Jo seph  left Pha raoh’s pres ence  and trav-
eled through out  the  land  of  Egypt.

Dur ing  the sev en  years  of abun dance  the  land pro duced out-
stand ing har vests. Jo seph gath ered  all  the excess  food  in  the  land 
 of  Egypt dur ing  the sev en  years  and  put  it  in  the cit ies.  He  put 
 the  food  in ev ery  city  from  the  fields  around  it.  So Jo seph  stored 
 up  grain  in  such abun dance  —   like  the  sand  of  the  sea  —   that  he 
 stopped mea sur ing  it be cause  it  was be yond mea sure.

 Two  sons  were  born  to Jo seph be fore  the  years  of fam ine ar-
rived. As e nath daugh ter  of Po tiph era,  priest  at  On,  bore  them  to 
 him. Jo seph  named  the first born Ma nas seh  and  said, “ God  has 
 made  me for get  all  my hard ship  and  my  whole fam i ly.”  And  the 
sec ond  son  he  named Ephra im  and  said, “ God  has  made  me fruit-
ful  in  the  land  of  my affliction.”

 Then  the sev en  years  of abun dance  in  the  land  of  Egypt  came 
 to  an  end,  and  the sev en  years  of fam ine be gan,  just  as Jo seph 
 had  said.  There  was fam ine  in ev ery  land,  but  in  the  whole  land  of 
 Egypt  there  was  food.  When  the  whole  land  of  Egypt  was strick en 
 with fam ine,  the peo ple  cried  out  to Pha raoh  for  food. Pha raoh 
 told  all  Egypt, “ Go  to Jo seph  and  do what ev er  he  tells  you.”  Now 
 the fam ine  had  spread  across  the  whole re gion,  so Jo seph  opened 
 all  the store houses  and  sold  grain  to  the Egyp tians,  for  the fam-
ine  was se vere  in  the  land  of  Egypt. Ev ery  land  came  to Jo seph  in 
 Egypt  to  buy  grain,  for  the fam ine  was se vere  in ev ery  land.
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W hen Ja cob  learned  that  there  was  grain  in  Egypt,  he  said  to 
 his  sons, “ Why  do  you  keep look ing  at  each oth er? Lis ten,” 

 he  went  on, “ I  have  heard  there  is  grain  in  Egypt.  Go  down  there 
 and  buy  some  for  us  so  that  we  will  live  and  not  die.”  So  ten  of 
Jo seph’s broth ers  went  down  to  buy  grain  from  Egypt.  But Ja cob 
 did  not  send Jo seph’s broth er Ben ja min  with  his broth ers,  for  he 
 thought, “Some thing  might hap pen  to  him.”

 The  sons  of Is ra el  were  among  those  who  came  to  buy  grain, 
 for  the fam ine  was  in  the  land  of Ca naan. Jo seph  was  in  charge  of 
 the coun try;  he  sold  grain  to  all  its peo ple.  His broth ers  came  and 
 bowed  down be fore  him  with  their fac es  to  the  ground.  When 
Jo seph  saw  his broth ers,  he rec og nized  them,  but  he treat ed  them 
 like strang ers  and  spoke harsh ly  to  them.

“ Where  do  you  come  from? ”  he  asked.
“ From  the  land  of Ca naan  to  buy  food,”  they re plied.
Al though Jo seph rec og nized  his broth ers,  they  did  not rec og nize 

 him. Jo seph re mem bered  his  dreams  about  them  and  said  to  them, 
“ You  are  spies.  You  have  come  to  see  the weak ness  of  the  land.”

“ No,  my  lord.  Your ser vants  have  come  to  buy  food,”  they  said. 
“ We  are  all  sons  of  one  man.  We  are hon est;  your ser vants  are  not 
 spies.”

“ No,”  he  said  to  them. “ You  have  come  to  see  the weak ness  of 
 the  land.”

 But  they re plied, “ We,  your ser vants,  were  twelve broth ers,  the 
 sons  of  one  man  in  the  land  of Ca naan.  The youn gest  is  now  with 
 our fa ther,  and  one  is  no lon ger liv ing.”

 Then Jo seph  said  to  them, “ I  have spo ken: ‘ You  are  spies! ’  This 
 is  how  you  will  be test ed:  As sure ly  as Pha raoh  lives,  you  will 
 not  leave  this  place un less  your youn gest broth er  comes  here. 
 Send  one  from  among  you  to  get  your broth er.  The  rest  of  you 
 will  be im pris oned  so  that  your  words  can  be test ed  to  see  if  they 
 are  true.  If  they  are  not,  then  as sure ly  as Pha raoh  lives,  you  are 
 spies! ”  So Jo seph im pris oned  them to geth er  for  three  days.

 On  the  third  day Jo seph  said  to  them, “ I  fear  God  —   do  this  and 
 you  will  live.  If  you  are hon est,  let  one  of  you  be con fined  to  the 
guardhouse,  while  the  rest  of  you  go  and  take  grain  to re lieve  the 
hun ger  of  your house holds.  Bring  your youn gest broth er  to  me 
 so  that  your  words  can  be con firmed;  then  you  won’t  die.”  And 
 they con sent ed  to  this.

 Then  they  said  to  each oth er, “Obviously,  we  are be ing pun-
ished  for  what  we  did  to  our broth er.  We  saw  his  deep dis tress 
 when  he plead ed  with  us,  but  we  would  not lis ten.  That  is  why 
 this trou ble  has  come  to  us.”

 But Reu ben re plied: “ Didn’t  I  tell  you  not  to  harm  the  boy?  But 
 you  wouldn’t lis ten.  Now  we  must ac count  for  his  blood! ”
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 They  did  not re al ize  that Jo seph un der stood  them,  since  there 
 was  an in ter pret er be tween  them.  He  turned  away  from  them 
 and  wept.  When  he  turned  back  and  spoke  to  them,  he  took 
 Sim e on  from  them  and  had  him  bound be fore  their  eyes. Jo seph 
 then  gave or ders  to  fill  their con tain ers  with  grain, re turn  each 
 man’s sil ver  to  his  sack,  and  give  them pro vi sions  for  their jour-
ney.  This or der  was car ried  out.  They load ed  the  grain  on  their 
don keys  and  left  there.

 At  the  place  where  they  lodged  for  the  night,  one  of  them 
 opened  his  sack  to  get  feed  for  his don key,  and  he  saw  his sil ver 
 there  at  the  top  of  his  bag.  He  said  to  his broth ers, “ My sil ver  has 
 been re turned!  It’s  here  in  my  bag.”  Their  hearts  sank. Trem bling, 
 they  turned  to  one an oth er  and  said, “ What  is  this  that  God  has 
 done  to  us? ”

 When  they  reached  their fa ther Ja cob  in  the  land  of Ca naan, 
 they  told  him  all  that  had hap pened  to  them: “ The  man  who  is  the 
 lord  of  the coun try  spoke harsh ly  to  us  and ac cused  us  of spy ing 
 on  the coun try.  But  we  told  him:  We  are hon est  and  not  spies.  We 
 were  twelve broth ers,  sons  of  the  same fa ther.  One  is  no lon ger 
liv ing,  and  the youn gest  is  now  with  our fa ther  in  the  land  of 
Ca naan.  The  man  who  is  the  lord  of  the coun try  said  to  us, ‘ This 
 is  how  I  will  know  if  you  are hon est:  Leave  one broth er  with  me, 
 take  food  to re lieve  the hun ger  of  your house holds,  and  go.  Bring 
 back  your youn gest broth er  to  me,  and  I  will  know  that  you  are 
 not  spies  but hon est  men.  I  will  then  give  your broth er  back  to 
 you,  and  you  can  trade  in  the coun try.’ ”

 As  they be gan emp ty ing  their  sacks,  there  in  each  man’s  sack 
 was  his  bag  of sil ver!  When  they  and  their fa ther  saw  their  bags 
 of sil ver,  they  were  afraid.

 Their fa ther Ja cob  said  to  them, “ It’s  me  that  you  make child-
less. Jo seph  is  gone,  and Sim e on  is  gone.  Now  you  want  to  take 
Ben ja min. Ev ery thing hap pens  to  me! ”

 Then Reu ben  said  to  his fa ther, “ You  can  kill  my  two  sons  if  I 
 don’t  bring  him  back  to  you.  Put  him  in  my  care,  and  I  will re turn 
 him  to  you.”

 But Ja cob an swered, “ My  son  will  not  go  down  with  you,  for 
 his broth er  is  dead  and  he  alone  is  left.  If any thing hap pens  to 
 him  on  your jour ney,  you  will  bring  my  gray  hairs  down  to She ol 
 in sor row.”

n ow  the fam ine  in  the  land  was se vere.  When  they  had  used 
 up  the  grain  they  had  brought  back  from  Egypt,  their fa ther 

 said  to  them, “ Go  back  and  buy  us  a lit tle  food.”
 But Ju dah  said  to  him, “ The  man specifically  warned  us: ‘ You 

 will  not  see  me  again un less  your broth er  is  with  you.’  If  you  will 
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 send  our broth er  with  us,  we  will  go  down  and  buy  food  for  you. 
 But  if  you  will  not  send  him,  we  will  not  go,  for  the  man  said  to  us, 
‘ You  will  not  see  me  again un less  your broth er  is  with  you.’ ”

“ Why  have  you  caused  me  so  much trou ble? ” Is ra el  asked. 
“ Why  did  you  tell  the  man  that  you  had an oth er broth er? ”

 They an swered, “ The  man  kept ask ing  about  us  and  our fam i ly: 
‘ Is  your fa ther  still  alive?  Do  you  have an oth er broth er? ’  And  we 
an swered  him ac cord ing ly.  How  could  we  know  that  he  would 
 say, ‘ Bring  your broth er  here’? ”

 Then Ju dah  said  to  his fa ther Is ra el, “ Send  the  boy  with  me.  We 
 will  be  on  our  way  so  that  we  may  live  and  not  die  —  nei ther  we, 
 nor  you,  nor  our de pen dents.  I  will  be re spon si ble  for  him.  You 
 can  hold  me per son al ly ac count able!  If  I  do  not  bring  him  back  to 
 you  and  set  him be fore  you,  I  will  be  guilty be fore  you for ev er.  If 
 we  had  not de layed,  we  could  have  come  back  twice  by  now.”

 Then  their fa ther Is ra el  said  to  them, “ If  it  must  be  so,  then 
 do  this:  Put  some  of  the  best prod ucts  of  the  land  in  your packs 
 and  take  them  down  to  the  man  as  a  gift  —   a lit tle bal sam  and 
 a lit tle hon ey, ar o mat ic  gum  and res in, pis ta chios  and al monds. 
 Take  twice  as  much sil ver  with  you. Re turn  the sil ver  that  was 
re turned  to  you  in  the  top  of  your  bags. Per haps  it  was  a mis take. 
 Take  your broth er  also,  and  go  back  at  once  to  the  man.  May  God 
Al mighty  cause  the  man  to  be mer ci ful  to  you  so  that  he  will re-
lease  your oth er broth er  and Ben ja min  to  you.  As  for  me,  if  I  am 
de prived  of  my  sons,  then  I  am de prived.”

 The  men  took  this  gift, dou ble  the  amount  of sil ver,  and Ben-
ja min.  They im me di ate ly  went  down  to  Egypt  and  stood be fore 
Jo seph.

 When Jo seph  saw Ben ja min  with  them,  he  said  to  his stew ard, 
“ Take  the  men  to  my  house. Slaugh ter  an an i mal  and pre pare  it, 
 for  they  will  eat  with  me  at  noon.”  The  man  did  as Jo seph  had  said 
 and  brought  them  to Jo seph’s  house.

 But  the  men  were  afraid be cause  they  were tak en  to Jo seph’s 
 house.  They  said, “ We  have  been  brought  here be cause  of  the 
sil ver  that  was re turned  in  our  bags  the  first  time.  They in tend  to 
over pow er  us,  seize  us,  make  us  slaves,  and  take  our don keys.”  So 
 they ap proached Jo seph’s stew ard  and  spoke  to  him  at  the door-
way  of  the  house.

 They  said, “ My  lord,  we real ly  did  come  down  here  the  first 
 time  only  to  buy  food.  When  we  came  to  the  place  where  we 
 lodged  for  the  night  and  opened  our  bags  of  grain,  each  one’s sil-
ver  was  at  the  top  of  his  bag!  It  was  the  full  amount  of  our sil ver, 
 and  we  have  brought  it  back  with  us.  We  have  brought ad di tion al 
sil ver  with  us  to  buy  food.  We  don’t  know  who  put  our sil ver  in 
 the  bags.”
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 Then  the stew ard  said, “ May  you  be  well.  Don’t  be  afraid.  Your 
 God  and  the  God  of  your fa ther  must  have  put trea sure  in  your 
 bags.  I re ceived  your sil ver.”  Then  he  brought Sim e on  out  to  them. 
 The stew ard  brought  the  men  into Jo seph’s  house,  gave  them 
wa ter  to  wash  their  feet,  and  got  feed  for  their don keys.  Since  the 
 men  had  heard  that  they  were go ing  to  eat  a  meal  there,  they pre-
pared  their  gift  for Jo seph’s ar riv al  at  noon.  When Jo seph  came 
 home,  they  brought  him  the  gift  they  had car ried  into  the  house, 
 and  they  bowed  to  the  ground be fore  him.

 He  asked  if  they  were  well,  and  he  said, “ How  is  your el der ly 
fa ther  that  you  told  me  about?  Is  he  still  alive? ”

 They an swered, “ Your ser vant  our fa ther  is  well.  He  is  still 
 alive.”  And  they  knelt  low  and  paid hom age  to  him.

 When  he  looked  up  and  saw  his broth er Ben ja min,  his moth-
er’s  son,  he  asked, “ Is  this  your youn gest broth er  that  you  told  me 
 about? ”  Then  he  said, “ May  God  be gra cious  to  you,  my  son.” Jo-
seph hur ried  out be cause  he  was over come  with emotion  for  his 
broth er,  and  he  was  about  to  weep.  He  went  into  an in ner  room 
 and  wept  there.  Then  he  washed  his  face  and  came  out. Regaining 
 his composure,  he  said, “ Serve  the  meal.”

 They  served  him  by him self,  his broth ers  by them selves,  and 
 the Egyp tians  who  were eat ing  with  him  by them selves, be cause 
Egyp tians  could  not  eat  with He brews,  since  that  is de test able 
 to  them.  They  were seat ed be fore  him  in or der  by  age,  from  the 
first born  to  the youn gest.  The  men  looked  at  each oth er  in as ton-
ish ment. Por tions  were  served  to  them  from Jo seph’s ta ble,  and 
Ben ja min’s por tion  was  five  times larg er  than  any  of  theirs.  They 
 drank  and be came  drunk  with Jo seph.

J o seph com mand ed  his stew ard, “ Fill  the  men’s  bags  with  as 
 much  food  as  they  can car ry,  and  put  each  one’s sil ver  at  the 

 top  of  his  bag.  Put  my  cup,  the sil ver  one,  at  the  top  of  the youn-
gest  one’s  bag,  along  with  the sil ver  for  his  grain.”  So  he  did  as 
Jo seph  told  him.

 At morn ing  light,  the  men  were  sent  off  with  their don keys. 
 They  had  not  gone  very  far  from  the  city  when Jo seph  said  to  his 
stew ard, “ Get  up. Pur sue  the  men,  and  when  you over take  them, 
 say  to  them, ‘ Why  have  you re paid  evil  for  good?  Isn’t  this  the  cup 
 that  my mas ter  drinks  from  and  uses  for div i na tion?  What  you 
 have  done  is  wrong! ’ ”

 When  he over took  them,  he  said  these  words  to  them.  They 
 said  to  him, “ Why  does  my  lord  say  these  things?  Your ser vants 
 could  not pos si bly  do  such  a  thing.  We  even  brought  back  to 
 you  from  the  land  of Ca naan  the sil ver  we  found  at  the  top  of 
 our  bags.  How  could  we  steal sil ver  or  gold  from  your mas ter’s 
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 house?  If  it  is  found  with  one  of  us,  your ser vants,  he  must  die, 
 and  the  rest  of  us  will be come  my  lord’s  slaves.”

 The stew ard re plied, “ What  you  have  said  is  right,  but  only  the 
 one  who  is  found  to  have  it  will  be  my  slave,  and  the  rest  of  you 
 will  be blame less.”

 So  each  one quick ly low ered  his  sack  to  the  ground  and 
 opened  it.  The stew ard  searched, be gin ning  with  the old est  and 
end ing  with  the youn gest,  and  the  cup  was  found  in Ben ja min’s 
 sack.  Then  they  tore  their  clothes,  and  each  one load ed  his don-
key  and re turned  to  the  city.

 When Ju dah  and  his broth ers  reached Jo seph’s  house,  he  was 
 still  there.  They  fell  to  the  ground be fore  him. “ What  is  this  you 
 have  done? ” Jo seph  said  to  them. “ Didn’t  you  know  that  a  man 
 like  me  could un cov er  the  truth  by div i na tion? ”

“ What  can  we  say  to  my  lord? ” Ju dah re plied. “ How  can  we 
 plead?  How  can  we jus ti fy our selves?  God  has ex posed  your ser-
vants’ in iq ui ty.  We  are  now  my  lord’s  slaves  —   both  we  and  the 
 one  in  whose pos ses sion  the  cup  was  found.”

 Then Jo seph  said, “ I  swear  that  I  will  not  do  this.  The  man  in 
 whose pos ses sion  the  cup  was  found  will  be  my  slave.  The  rest  of 
 you  can  go  in  peace  to  your fa ther.”

 But Ju dah ap proached  him  and  said, “ My  lord,  please  let  your 
ser vant  speak per son al ly  to  my  lord.  Do  not  be an gry  with  your 
ser vant,  for  you  are  like Pha raoh.  My  lord  asked  his ser vants, ‘ Do 
 you  have  a fa ther  or  a broth er? ’  and  we an swered  my  lord, ‘ We 
 have  an el der ly fa ther  and  a youn ger broth er,  the  child  of  his  old 
 age.  The  boy’s broth er  is  dead.  He  is  the  only  one  of  his moth-
er’s  sons  left,  and  his fa ther  loves  him.’  Then  you  said  to  your 
ser vants, ‘ Bring  him  to  me  so  that  I  can  see  him.’  But  we  said  to 
 my  lord, ‘ The  boy can not  leave  his fa ther.  If  he  were  to  leave,  his 
fa ther  would  die.’  Then  you  said  to  your ser vants, ‘ If  your youn ger 
broth er  does  not  come  down  with  you,  you  will  not  see  me  again.’

“ This  is  what hap pened  when  we  went  back  to  your ser vant 
 my fa ther:  We re port ed  to  him  the  words  of  my  lord.  But  our 
fa ther  said, ‘ Go  again,  and  buy  us  a lit tle  food.’  We  told  him, ‘ We 
can not  go  down un less  our youn ger broth er  goes  with  us.  If  our 
youn ger broth er  isn’t  with  us,  we can not  see  the  man.’  Your ser-
vant  my fa ther  said  to  us, ‘ You  know  that  my  wife  bore  me  two 
 sons.  One  is  gone  from  me  —   I  said  he  must  have  been  torn  to 
 pieces  —   and  I  have nev er  seen  him  again.  If  you  also  take  this 
 one  from  me  and any thing hap pens  to  him,  you  will  bring  my 
 gray  hairs  down  to She ol  in sor row.’

“ So  if  I  come  to  your ser vant  my fa ther  and  the  boy  is  not  with 
 us  —   his  life  is  wrapped  up  with  the  boy’s  life —  when  he  sees 
 that  the  boy  is  not  with  us,  he  will  die.  Then  your ser vants  will  have 
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 brought  the  gray  hairs  of  your ser vant  our fa ther  down  to She ol  in 
sor row.  Your ser vant be came ac count able  to  my fa ther  for  the  boy, 
say ing, ‘ If  I  do  not re turn  him  to  you,  I  will al ways  bear  the  guilt  for 
sin ning  against  you,  my fa ther.’  Now  please  let  your ser vant re main 
 here  as  my  lord’s  slave,  in  place  of  the  boy.  Let  him  go  back  with 
 his broth ers.  For  how  can  I  go  back  to  my fa ther with out  the  boy? 
 I  could  not  bear  to  see  the  grief  that  would over whelm  my fa ther.”

J o seph  could  no lon ger  keep  his composure  in  front  of  all  his 
at ten dants,  so  he  called  out, “ Send ev ery one  away  from  me! ” 

 No  one  was  with  him  when  he re vealed  his identity  to  his broth-
ers.  But  he  wept  so loud ly  that  the Egyp tians  heard  it,  and  also 
Pha raoh’s house hold  heard  it. Jo seph  said  to  his broth ers, “ I  am 
Jo seph!  Is  my fa ther  still liv ing? ”  But  they  could  not an swer  him 
be cause  they  were ter ri fied  in  his pres ence.

 Then Jo seph  said  to  his broth ers, “ Please,  come  near  me,”  and 
 they  came  near. “ I  am Jo seph,  your broth er,”  he  said, “ the  one  you 
 sold  into  Egypt.  And  now  don’t  be  grieved  or an gry  with your-
selves  for sell ing  me  here, be cause  God  sent  me  ahead  of  you  to 
pre serve  life.  For  the fam ine  has  been  in  the  land  these  two  years, 
 and  there  will  be  five  more  years with out plow ing  or har vest ing. 
 God  sent  me  ahead  of  you  to es tab lish  you  as  a rem nant with in 
 the  land  and  to  keep  you  alive  by  a  great de liv er ance. There fore  it 
 was  not  you  who  sent  me  here,  but  God.  He  has  made  me  a fa ther 
 to Pha raoh,  lord  of  his en tire house hold,  and rul er  over  all  the 
 land  of  Egypt.

“Re turn quick ly  to  my fa ther  and  say  to  him, ‘ This  is  what 
 your  son Jo seph  says: “ God  has  made  me  lord  of  all  Egypt.  Come 
 down  to  me with out de lay.  You  can set tle  in  the  land  of Go shen 
 and  be  near  me  —   you,  your chil dren,  and  your grand chil dren, 
 your  flocks,  your  herds,  and  all  you  have.  There  I  will sus tain  you, 
 for  there  will  be  five  more  years  of fam ine. Oth er wise,  you,  your 
house hold,  and ev ery thing  you  have  will be come des ti tute.” ’  Look! 
 Your  eyes  and  the  eyes  of  my broth er Ben ja min  can  see  that  I’m 
 the  one speak ing  to  you.  Tell  my fa ther  about  all  my glo ry  in  Egypt 
 and  about  all  you  have  seen.  And  bring  my fa ther  here quick ly.”

 Then Jo seph  threw  his  arms  around  his broth er Ben ja min  and 
 wept,  and Ben ja min  wept  on  his shoul der. Jo seph  kissed  each  of 
 his broth ers  as  he  wept,  and af ter ward  his broth ers  talked  with 
 him.

 When  the  news  reached Pha raoh’s pal ace, “Jo seph’s broth ers 
 have  come,” Pha raoh  and  his ser vants  were  pleased. Pha raoh 
 said  to Jo seph, “ Tell  your broth ers, ‘ Do  this:  Load  your an i mals 
 and  go  on  back  to  the  land  of Ca naan.  Get  your fa ther  and  your 
fam i lies,  and  come  back  to  me.  I  will  give  you  the  best  of  the  land 
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 of  Egypt,  and  you  can  eat  from  the rich ness  of  the  land.’  You  are 
 also com mand ed  to  tell  them, ‘ Do  this:  Take wag ons  from  the 
 land  of  Egypt  for  your de pen dents  and  your  wives  and  bring  your 
fa ther  here.  Do  not  be con cerned  about  your be long ings,  for  the 
 best  of  all  the  land  of  Egypt  is  yours.’ ”

 The  sons  of Is ra el  did  this. Jo seph  gave  them wag ons  as Pha-
raoh  had com mand ed,  and  he  gave  them pro vi sions  for  the 
jour ney.  He  gave  each  of  the broth ers chang es  of  clothes,  but  he 
 gave Ben ja min  three hun dred  pieces  of sil ver  and  five chang es  of 
 clothes.  He  sent  his fa ther  the fol low ing:  ten don keys car ry ing  the 
 best prod ucts  of  Egypt  and  ten fe male don keys car ry ing  grain, 
 food,  and pro vi sions  for  his fa ther  on  the jour ney.  So Jo seph  sent 
 his broth ers  on  their  way,  and  as  they  were leav ing,  he  said  to 
 them, “ Don’t ar gue  on  the  way.”

 So  they  went  up  from  Egypt  and  came  to  their fa ther Ja cob  in 
 the  land  of Ca naan.  They  said, “Jo seph  is  still  alive,  and  he  is rul er 
 over  all  the  land  of  Egypt! ” Ja cob  was  stunned,  for  he  did  not 
be lieve  them.  But  when  they  told Ja cob  all  that Jo seph  had  said  to 
 them,  and  when  he  saw  the wag ons  that Jo seph  had  sent  to trans-
port  him,  the spir it  of  their fa ther Ja cob re vived.

 Then Is ra el  said, “ Enough!  My  son Jo seph  is  still  alive.  I  will  go 
 to  see  him be fore  I  die.”

i s ra el  set  out  with  all  that  he  had  and  came  to Be er-she ba,  and 
 he off ered sac ri fic es  to  the  God  of  his fa ther  Isaac.  That  night 

 God  spoke  to Is ra el  in  a vi sion: “Ja cob, Ja cob! ”  he  said.
 And Ja cob re plied, “ Here  I  am.”
 God  said, “ I  am  God,  the  God  of  your fa ther.  Do  not  be  afraid  to 

 go  down  to  Egypt,  for  I  will  make  you  into  a  great na tion  there. 
 I  will  go  down  with  you  to  Egypt,  and  I  will  also  bring  you  back. 
Jo seph  will  close  your  eyes  when  you  die.”

Ja cob  left Be er-she ba.  The  sons  of Is ra el  took  their fa ther Ja cob 
 in  the wag ons Pha raoh  had  sent  to car ry  him,  along  with  their 
de pen dents  and  their  wives.  They  also  took  their cat tle  and pos-
ses sions  they  had ac quired  in  the  land  of Ca naan.  Then Ja cob  and 
 all  his off spring  with  him  came  to  Egypt.  His  sons  and grand sons, 
 his daugh ters  and grand daugh ters, in deed  all  his off spring,  he 
 brought  with  him  to  Egypt.

 These  are  the  names  of  the  sons  of Is ra el  who  came  to  Egypt  
—   Ja cob  and  his  sons:
  Jacob’s firstborn: Reuben.

Reuben’s sons: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi.
Simeon’s sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, 

and Shaul, the son of a Canaanite woman.
Levi’s sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.
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Judah’s sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah; but Er 
and Onan died in the land of Canaan.

  The sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul.
Issachar’s sons: Tola, Puvah, Jashub, and Shimron.
Zebulun’s sons: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.
These were Leah’s sons born to Jacob in Paddan-aram, 

as well as his daughter Dinah. The total number 
of persons: thirty-three.

Gad’s sons: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.
Asher’s sons: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister 

Serah.
  Beriah’s sons were Heber and Malchiel.

These were the sons of Zilpah  —  whom Laban gave 
to his daughter Leah  —  that she bore to Jacob: 
sixteen persons.

The sons of Jacob’s wife Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin.
Manasseh and Ephraim were born to Joseph in the land 

of Egypt. They were born to him by Asenath daughter 
of Potiphera, a priest at On.

Benjamin’s sons: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, 
Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.

These were Rachel’s sons who were born to Jacob: 
fourteen persons.

Dan’s son: Hushim.
Naphtali’s sons: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem.
These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave 

to his daughter Rachel. She bore to Jacob: seven persons.
The total number of persons belonging to Jacob  

—  his direct descendants, not including the wives 
of Jacob’s sons  —  who came to Egypt: sixty-six.

And Joseph’s sons who were born to him in Egypt: 
two persons.

  All those of Jacob’s household who came to Egypt: 
seventy persons.

 Now Ja cob  had  sent Ju dah  ahead  of  him  to Jo seph  to pre pare 
 for  his ar riv al  at Go shen.  When  they  came  to  the  land  of Go shen, 
Jo seph  hitched  the hors es  to  his char i ot  and  went  up  to Go shen 
 to  meet  his fa ther Is ra el. Jo seph pre sent ed him self  to  him,  threw 
 his  arms  around  him,  and  wept  for  a  long  time.

 Then Is ra el  said  to Jo seph, “ I’m  ready  to  die  now be cause  I  have 
 seen  your  face  and  you  are  still  alive! ”

Jo seph  said  to  his broth ers  and  to  his fa ther’s fam i ly, “ I  will  go 
 up  and in form Pha raoh, tell ing  him, ‘ My broth ers  and  my fa ther’s 
fam i ly,  who  were  in  the  land  of Ca naan,  have  come  to  me.  The  men 
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 are shep herds;  they  also  raise live stock.  They  have  brought  their 
 flocks  and  herds  and  all  that  they  have.’  When Pha raoh ad dress-
es  you  and  asks, ‘ What  is  your oc cu pa tion? ’  you  are  to  say, ‘ Your 
ser vants,  both  we  and  our fa thers,  have  raised live stock  from  our 
 youth un til  now.’  Then  you  will  be al lowed  to set tle  in  the  land  of 
Go shen,  since  all shep herds  are de test able  to Egyp tians.”

s o Jo seph  went  and in formed Pha raoh: “ My fa ther  and  my 
broth ers,  with  their  flocks  and  herds  and  all  that  they  own,  have 

 come  from  the  land  of Ca naan  and  are  now  in  the  land  of Go shen.”
 He  took  five  of  his broth ers  and pre sent ed  them  to Pha raoh. 

 And Pha raoh  asked  his broth ers, “ What  is  your oc cu pa tion? ”
 They  said  to Pha raoh, “ Your ser vants,  both  we  and  our fa thers, 

 are shep herds.”  And  they  said  to Pha raoh, “ We  have  come  to  stay  in 
 the  land  for  a  while be cause  there  is  no graz ing  land  for  your ser-
vants’  sheep,  since  the fam ine  in  the  land  of Ca naan  has  been se-
vere.  So  now,  please  let  your ser vants set tle  in  the  land  of Go shen.”

 Then Pha raoh  said  to Jo seph, “ Now  that  your fa ther  and broth-
ers  have  come  to  you,  the  land  of  Egypt  is  open be fore  you; set tle 
 your fa ther  and broth ers  in  the  best  part  of  the  land.  They  can  live 
 in  the  land  of Go shen.  If  you  know  of  any ca pa ble  men  among 
 them,  put  them  in  charge  of  my live stock.”

Jo seph  then  brought  his fa ther Ja cob  and pre sent ed  him  to 
Pha raoh,  and Ja cob  blessed Pha raoh. Pha raoh  said  to Ja cob, 
“ How  many  years  have  you  lived? ”

Ja cob  said  to Pha raoh, “ My pil grim age  has last ed  130  years. 
 My  years  have  been  few  and  hard,  and  they  have  not  reached  the 
 years  of  my fa thers dur ing  their pil grim ages.”  So Ja cob  blessed 
Pha raoh  and de part ed  from Pha raoh’s pres ence.

 Then Jo seph set tled  his fa ther  and broth ers  in  the  land  of 
 Egypt  and  gave  them prop er ty  in  the  best  part  of  the  land,  the 
 land  of Ram e ses,  as Pha raoh  had com mand ed.  And Jo seph pro-
vid ed  his fa ther,  his broth ers,  and  all  his fa ther’s fam i ly  with  food 
 for  their de pen dents.

 But  there  was  no  food  in  the en tire re gion,  for  the fam ine  was 
 very se vere.  The  land  of  Egypt  and  the  land  of Ca naan  were ex-
haust ed  by  the fam ine. Jo seph col lect ed  all  the sil ver  to  be  found  in 
 the  land  of  Egypt  and  the  land  of Ca naan  in ex change  for  the  grain 
 they  were purchasing,  and  he  brought  the sil ver  to Pha raoh’s pal-
ace.  When  the sil ver  from  the  land  of  Egypt  and  the  land  of Ca naan 
 was  gone,  all  the Egyp tians  came  to Jo seph  and  said, “ Give  us  food. 
 Why  should  we  die  here  in  front  of  you?  The sil ver  is  gone! ”

 But Jo seph  said, “ Give  me  your live stock.  Since  the sil ver  is 
 gone,  I  will  give  you  food  in ex change  for  your live stock.”  So 
 they  brought  their live stock  to Jo seph,  and  he  gave  them  food  in 
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ex change  for  the hors es,  the  flocks  of  sheep,  the  herds  of cat tle, 
 and  the don keys.  That  year  he pro vid ed  them  with  food  in ex-
change  for  all  their live stock.

 When  that  year  was  over,  they  came  the  next  year  and  said  to 
 him, “ We can not  hide  from  our  lord  that  the sil ver  is  gone  and 
 that  all  our live stock be longs  to  our  lord.  There  is noth ing  left  for 
 our  lord ex cept  our bod ies  and  our  land.  Why  should  we  die  here 
 in  front  of  you  —   both  us  and  our  land?  Buy  us  and  our  land  in 
ex change  for  food.  Then  we  with  our  land  will be come Pha raoh’s 
 slaves.  Give  us  seed  so  that  we  can  live  and  not  die,  and  so  that  the 
 land  won’t be come des o late.”

 In  this  way, Jo seph ac quired  all  the  land  in  Egypt  for Pha raoh, 
be cause ev ery Egyp tian  sold  his  field  since  the fam ine  was  so 
se vere  for  them.  The  land be came Pha raoh’s,  and Jo seph  moved 
 the peo ple  to  the cit ies  from  one  end  of  Egypt  to  the oth er.  The 
 only  land  he  did  not ac quire be longed  to  the  priests,  for  they  had 
 an al low ance  from Pha raoh.  They  ate  from  their al low ance  that 
Pha raoh  gave  them; there fore  they  did  not  sell  their  land.

Jo seph  said  to  the peo ple, “Un der stand to day  that  I  have ac-
quired  you  and  your  land  for Pha raoh.  Here  is  seed  for  you.  Sow  it 
 in  the  land.  At har vest,  you  are  to  give  a  fifth  of  it  to Pha raoh,  and 
four-fifths  will  be  yours  as  seed  for  the  field  and  as  food  for your-
selves,  your house holds,  and  your de pen dents.”

“ You  have  saved  our  lives,”  they  said. “ We  have  found fa vor 
 with  our  lord  and  will  be Pha raoh’s  slaves.”  So Jo seph  made  it  a 
 law,  still  in eff ect to day  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  that  a  fifth  of  the pro-
duce be longs  to Pha raoh.  Only  the  priests’  land  does  not be long 
 to Pha raoh.

Is ra el set tled  in  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the re gion  of Go shen. 
 They ac quired prop er ty  in  it  and be came fruit ful  and  very nu-
mer ous.  Now Ja cob  lived  in  the  land  of  Egypt  17  years,  and  his  life 
 span  was  147  years.  When  the  time ap proached  for  him  to  die,  he 
 called  his  son Jo seph  and  said  to  him, “ If  I  have  found fa vor  with 
 you,  put  your  hand un der  my  thigh  and prom ise  me  that  you  will 
 deal  with  me  in kind ness  and faith ful ness.  Do  not  bury  me  in 
 Egypt.  When  I  rest  with  my fa thers, car ry  me  away  from  Egypt 
 and  bury  me  in  their buri al  place.”

Jo seph an swered, “ I  will  do  what  you  have  asked.”
 And Ja cob  said, “ Swear  to  me.”  So Jo seph  swore  to  him.  Then 

Is ra el  bowed  in  thanks  at  the  head  of  his  bed.

s ome  time af ter  this, Jo seph  was  told, “ Your fa ther  is weak er.” 
 So  he  set  out  with  his  two  sons, Ma nas seh  and Ephra im.  When 

Ja cob  was  told, “ Your  son Jo seph  has  come  to  you,” Is ra el sum-
moned  his  strength  and  sat  up  in  bed.
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Ja cob  said  to Jo seph, “ God Al mighty ap peared  to  me  at  Luz  in 
 the  land  of Ca naan  and  blessed  me.  He  said  to  me, ‘ I  will  make  you 
fruit ful  and nu mer ous;  I  will  make  many na tions  come  from  you, 
 and  I  will  give  this  land  as  a per ma nent pos ses sion  to  your fu ture 
de scen dants.’  Your  two  sons  born  to  you  in  the  land  of  Egypt be-
fore  I  came  to  you  in  Egypt  are  now  mine. Ephra im  and Ma nas-
seh be long  to  me  just  as Reu ben  and Sim e on  do. Chil dren  born 
 to  you af ter  them  will  be  yours  and  will  be re cord ed un der  the 
 names  of  their broth ers  with re gard  to  their in her i tance.  When  I 
 was re turn ing  from Pad dan,  to  my sor row Ra chel  died  along  the 
 way,  some dis tance  from Eph rath  in  the  land  of Ca naan.  I bur ied 
 her  there  along  the  way  to Eph rath” ( that  is, Beth le hem).

 When Is ra el  saw Jo seph’s  sons,  he  said, “ Who  are  these? ”
 And Jo seph  said  to  his fa ther, “ They  are  my  sons  God  has giv en 

 me  here.”
 So Is ra el  said, “ Bring  them  to  me  and  I  will  bless  them.”  Now 

 his eye sight  was  poor be cause  of  old  age;  he  could hard ly  see. 
Jo seph  brought  them  to  him,  and  he  kissed  and em braced  them. 
Is ra el  said  to Jo seph, “ I nev er ex pect ed  to  see  your  face  again, 
 but  now  God  has  even  let  me  see  your off spring.”  Then Jo seph 
 took  them  from  his fa ther’s  knees  and  bowed  with  his  face  to  the 
 ground.

 Then Jo seph  took  them  both  —   with  his  right  hand Ephra-
im to ward Is ra el’s  left,  and  with  his  left  hand Ma nas seh to ward 
Is ra el’s  right  —   and  brought  them  to Is ra el.  But Is ra el  stretched 
 out  his  right  hand  and  put  it  on  the  head  of Ephra im,  the youn ger, 
 and cross ing  his  hands,  put  his  left  on Ma nas seh’s  head, al though 
Ma nas seh  was  the first born.  Then  he  blessed Jo seph  and  said:
  The God before whom my fathers 

Abraham and Isaac walked,
  the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day,

the angel who has redeemed me from all harm —
  may he bless these boys.
  And may they be called by my name
  and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac,
  and may they grow to be numerous  

within the land.

 When Jo seph  saw  that  his fa ther  had  placed  his  right  hand  on 
Ephra im’s  head,  he  thought  it  was  a mis take  and  took  his fa ther’s 
 hand  to  move  it  from Ephra im’s  head  to Ma nas seh’s. Jo seph  said 
 to  his fa ther, “ Not  that  way,  my fa ther!  This  one  is  the first born. 
 Put  your  right  hand  on  his  head.”

 But  his fa ther re fused  and  said, “ I  know,  my  son,  I  know!  He 
 too  will be come  a  tribe,  and  he  too  will  be  great; nev er the less,  his 
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youn ger broth er  will  be great er  than  he,  and  his off spring  will 
be come  a populous na tion.”  So  he  blessed  them  that  day, put ting 
Ephra im be fore Ma nas seh  when  he  said, “ The na tion Is ra el  will 
in voke bless ings  by  you, say ing, ‘ May  God  make  you  like Ephra im 
 and Ma nas seh.’ ”

Is ra el  said  to Jo seph, “ Look,  I  am  about  to  die,  but  God  will  be 
 with  you  and  will  bring  you  back  to  the  land  of  your fa thers.  Over 
 and  above  what  I  am giv ing  your broth ers,  I  am giv ing  you  the 
 one moun tain  slope  that  I  took  from  the Am o rites  with  my  sword 
 and  bow.”

T hen Ja cob  called  his  sons  and  said, “Gath er  around,  and  I 
 will  tell  you  what  will hap pen  to  you  in  the  days  to  come.

Come together and listen, sons of Jacob;
  listen to your father Israel:

Reuben, you are my firstborn,
  my strength and the firstfruits of my virility,
  excelling in prominence, excelling in power.

Turbulent as water, you will not excel,
  because you got into your father’s bed
  and you defiled it  —  he got into my bed.

Simeon and Levi are brothers;
  their knives are vicious weapons.

May I never enter their council;
  may I never join their assembly.
  For in their anger they kill men,
  and on a whim they hamstring oxen.

Their anger is cursed, for it is strong,
  and their fury, for it is cruel!
  I will disperse them throughout Jacob
  and scatter them throughout Israel.

Judah, your brothers will praise you.
  Your hand will be on the necks  

of your enemies;
  your father’s sons will bow down to you.

Judah is a young lion —
  my son, you return from the kill.
  He crouches; he lies down like a lion
  or a lioness  —  who dares to rouse him?

The scepter will not depart from Judah
  or the staff from between his feet
  until he whose right it is comes

49

71Genesis 48-49



  and the obedience of the peoples belongs to him.
He ties his donkey to a vine,

  and the colt of his donkey to the choice vine.
  He washes his clothes in wine
  and his robes in the blood of grapes.

His eyes are darker than wine,
  and his teeth are whiter than milk.

Zebulun will live by the seashore
  and will be a harbor for ships,
  and his territory will be next to Sidon.

Issachar is a strong donkey
  lying down between the saddlebags.

He saw that his resting place was good
  and that the land was pleasant,
  so he leaned his shoulder to bear a load
  and became a forced laborer.

Dan will judge his people
  as one of the tribes of Israel.

Dan will be a snake by the road,
  a viper beside the path,
  that bites the horses’ heels
  so that its rider falls backward.

I wait for your salvation, Lord.

Gad will be attacked by raiders,
  but he will attack their heels.

Asher’s food will be rich,
  and he will produce royal delicacies.

Naphtali is a doe set free
  that bears beautiful fawns.

Joseph is a fruitful vine,
  a fruitful vine beside a spring;
  its branches climb over the wall.

The archers attacked him,
  shot at him, and were hostile toward him.

Yet his bow remained steady,
  and his strong arms were made agile
  by the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,
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  by the name of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,
by the God of your father who helps you,

  and by the Almighty who blesses you
  with blessings of the heavens above,
  blessings of the deep that lies below,
  and blessings of the breasts and the womb.

The blessings of your father excel
  the blessings of my ancestors
  and the bounty of the ancient hills.
  May they rest on the head of Joseph,
  on the brow of the prince of his brothers.

Benjamin is a wolf; he tears his prey.
  In the morning he devours the prey,
  and in the evening he divides the plunder.”

 These  are  the  tribes  of Is ra el,  twelve  in  all,  and  this  is  what 
 their fa ther  said  to  them.  He  blessed  them,  and  he  blessed  each 
 one  with  a suit able bless ing.

 Then  he com mand ed  them: “ I  am  about  to  be gath ered  to  my 
peo ple.  Bury  me  with  my fa thers  in  the  cave  in  the  field  of  Ephron 
 the Heth ite.  The  cave  is  in  the  field  of Mach pe lah  near Mam re, 
 in  the  land  of Ca naan.  This  is  the  field Abra ham pur chased  from 
 Ephron  the Heth ite  as buri al prop er ty. Abra ham  and  his  wife 
Sar ah  are bur ied  there,  Isaac  and  his  wife Re bek ah  are bur ied 
 there,  and  I bur ied  Leah  there.  The  field  and  the  cave  in  it  were 
pur chased  from  the Heth ites.”  When Ja cob  had fin ished giv ing 
charg es  to  his  sons,  he  drew  his  feet  into  the  bed,  took  his  last 
 breath,  and  was gath ered  to  his peo ple.

T hen Jo seph, lean ing  over  his fa ther’s  face,  wept  and  kissed 
 him.  He com mand ed  his ser vants  who  were phy si cians  to em-

balm  his fa ther.  So  they em balmed Is ra el.  They  took for ty  days  to 
com plete  this,  for em balm ing  takes  that  long,  and  the Egyp tians 
 mourned  for  him sev en ty  days.

 When  the  days  of mourn ing  were  over, Jo seph  said  to Pha-
raoh’s house hold, “ If  I  have  found fa vor  with  you,  please  tell 
Pha raoh  that  my fa ther  made  me  take  an  oath, say ing, ‘ I  am  about 
 to  die.  You  must  bury  me  there  in  the  tomb  that  I  made  for my self 
 in  the  land  of Ca naan.’  Now  let  me  go  and  bury  my fa ther.  Then  I 
 will re turn.”

 So Pha raoh  said, “ Go  and  bury  your fa ther  in keep ing  with 
 your  oath.”

 Then Jo seph  went  to  bury  his fa ther,  and  all Pha raoh’s ser-
vants,  the el ders  of  his house hold,  and  all  the el ders  of  the  land  of 
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 Egypt  went  with  him,  along  with  all Jo seph’s fam i ly,  his broth ers, 
 and  his fa ther’s fam i ly.  Only  their de pen dents,  their  flocks,  and 
 their  herds  were  left  in  the  land  of Go shen. Hors es  and char i ots 
 went  up  with  him;  it  was  a  very im pres sive pro ces sion.  When 
 they  reached  the thresh ing  floor  of  Atad,  which  is  across  the Jor-
dan,  they la ment ed  and  wept loud ly,  and Jo seph  mourned sev en 
 days  for  his fa ther.  When  the Ca naan ite in hab i tants  of  the  land 
 saw  the mourn ing  at  the thresh ing  floor  of  Atad,  they  said, “ This 
 is  a sol emn mourn ing  on  the  part  of  the Egyp tians.” There fore  the 
 place  is  named Abel-miz ra im.  It  is  across  the Jor dan.

 So Ja cob’s  sons  did  for  him  what  he  had com mand ed  them. 
 They car ried  him  to  the  land  of Ca naan  and bur ied  him  in  the 
 cave  at Mach pe lah  in  the  field  near Mam re,  which Abra ham  had 
pur chased  as buri al prop er ty  from  Ephron  the Heth ite. Af ter Jo-
seph bur ied  his fa ther,  he re turned  to  Egypt  with  his broth ers  and 
 all  who  had  gone  with  him  to  bury  his fa ther.

 When Jo seph’s broth ers  saw  that  their fa ther  was  dead,  they 
 said  to  one an oth er, “ If Jo seph  is hold ing  a  grudge  against  us,  he 
 will cer tain ly re pay  us  for  all  the suff er ing  we  caused  him.”

 So  they  sent  this mes sage  to Jo seph, “Be fore  he  died  your 
fa ther  gave  a com mand: ‘ Say  this  to Jo seph:  Please for give  your 
broth ers’ trans gres sion  and  their  sin  —   the suff er ing  they  caused 
 you.’ There fore,  please for give  the trans gres sion  of  the ser vants 
 of  the  God  of  your fa ther.” Jo seph  wept  when  their mes sage  came 
 to  him.  His broth ers  also  came  to  him,  bowed  down be fore  him, 
 and  said, “ We  are  your  slaves! ”

 But Jo seph  said  to  them, “ Don’t  be  afraid.  Am  I  in  the  place  of 
 God?  You  planned  evil  against  me;  God  planned  it  for  good  to 
 bring  about  the pre sent re sult  —   the survival  of  many peo ple. 
There fore  don’t  be  afraid.  I  will  take  care  of  you  and  your chil-
dren.”  And  he com fort ed  them  and  spoke kind ly  to  them.

Jo seph  and  his fa ther’s fam i ly re mained  in  Egypt. Jo seph  lived 
 110  years.  He  saw Ephra im’s  sons  to  the  third gen er a tion;  the  sons 
 of Ma nas seh’s  son Ma chir  were rec og nized  by Jo seph.

Jo seph  said  to  his broth ers, “ I  am  about  to  die,  but  God  will 
cer tain ly  come  to  your  aid  and  bring  you  up  from  this  land  to  the 
 land  he  swore  to  give  to Abra ham,  Isaac,  and Ja cob.”  So Jo seph 
 made  the  sons  of Is ra el  take  an  oath: “ When  God  comes  to  your 
 aid,  you  are  to car ry  my  bones  up  from  here.”

Jo seph  died  at  the  age  of  110.  They em balmed  him  and  placed 
 him  in  a coff in  in  Egypt.
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